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■to. I should not be to the least “2* * 

MTprUod if H ifDtr la at tlit hoU Tl* * i iiui 

torn of the trouble, hud there C!*i 

The waterfront la always the to Rwnoe. 

first object of Communist ettea- Cl ? wu , Soviet *ffTn, vm — — ■ 

Sf^w 1 * w “ ther * •*“* “** *•- 

*«*> hi* career U U etent. After «* WU* » — ■ 

hi* transfer to jobs in other coun- IfUler 

H 1 !L* bU * pUc *. *“ *** American 5 ®H 52 °V foc 

waterfront was taken by Ton Ray, * . *. 

who la now a power in the mart- ^P e °* 010 * toflUr ■uihrrdg. as 


In Hamburg «t a Communist world ***• Tjctt ®e In barrels or 


during a trial" of MrJT 
Z “ ™*» was to put 


mmrn 


conmas of seamen, on the tech* £“*•*“* •nuggli*th5 1 ‘ebo 
PlQUe of stopping war transports. ■hJpa as “freight." 

Naturally, murder m ‘ 


Thou land* of Aaontt 
Oo Kremlin'* Bidding 


»U U retorted U poly wftmifc, 
■ «r kidnap the 


w* ihwwb am 
abroad la done by the 


twt feasible to lure . 
appointed victim for _ 
, Komow. Aloe* i mi * 


|Pk£ •: 


Not til of Stalin'* dirty work i ■" — rvw * HD * Ituqf re 
-^oed It done by tteOOPi? “* tor Itotfc, 1 

There •« also, ae I hive already £?** *f InOmato eeamctioo 
the Comintern apent* !*•»• of Bta- 

— - ' Uni murder International." 


Indicated, T „ , 

and the military espionage. 


In fact* t was myself heU In- 


-All three wotk Independently -,-w* — 

hut the OOPu has the rleht to P^mmunlcado under eoard 
drew on the other two services if ?!^ h f ren ' while - 




It needs them. Tfcken together w * ,Ud for * 8o»l*t ship! 
thew services have literally thou- S* <* **• N lgWT * 
■ands of aients all over the world 1 fot lw| h 
to what Is without doubt the moat 
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ot^iuve network of the sort to all 

j The functions of the mffltmy 
ijtof are obvious. Those of the 
, Ocanintem agents are more ne* 

rtaltoed. Their primary task l?Jo 

keep the national branches of the 
. Communist International under 
Moscow's oonrtant vigilance and 
control. 

c j? al " t «^ W«nte— “laetructon*' 
to the technical term which we 
****** — are stationed in every cem- 
nitolst party and have man power 
than supposed leaden like Browder 
nr Rater, 

■ Bone of them an known to the 
top party leaders, others act like 
rank-and-file members and do not 
toveaJ themselves. Not only tte 


Uati 'Kidnap Ships' . 
AndtotoofCail : ;} \ 

Amotif the Udoap *te kmc' 
to the ports of the world simply 
Soviet freighters <r r«— ngai ' 
■els. Were the 88. Felix Other- 1 
^toaky. the Bmotoj. the lhi r 
KoelU, the Jan Butautak; ako 
the 88. Dekabrist, which plied out 
of Vladivortok* 

Miaps the wont of the kid- 1 
W ships, which nod to epemto 
totweau leodoa and Leningrad, 

‘ at Samburv* was 
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second , attempt, he wu himself 
4 mTEJTIered is fresh la the memory. 
World-wide notoriety has also 
been given to the murder, in Switz- 
erland, of Ignace Rei&s, an old 
Bolshevik and an OOPU official, 
after he resigned on account of 
the blood purges in Russia. 

But for wholesale assassination, 
nothing can compare with the 
OGPU blood -holiday in Loyalist 

I 1 Spain, While the armies tried to 
kill /Franco followers, the OGPU 
roujlded up and literally slaught- 
erer hundreds, then thousands, of 
Loyalists who for various reasons 


were undesirable to the Com- 
munis ta. 

The OGPU had Its own special 
and extra -legal prisons, third- 
degree chambers, executioners. 

Among the better known vic- 
tims were Andres Nin; Camillo 
Berner! ; Bob Smfllie, a British 
radical who went to Spain as a 
volunteer; Giovanni Barbieri, 
leader of the Loyalist militia; Al- 
fredo Martinez, leader of the 
Spanish Youth Front. 

All of them, of course, were anti- 
Franco, but thetr crime was that 


they did not play the garner 
the Communist* who ran the 1 
alist show after the first yei 

Communist Zealots' 
Life-Expectancy Short 

It Is an endless story of bl 

w, D^allVo*. .. k n T 

icviiuB iwi kj wm 1 1 * d tauoc yjf > 

adds up to a "Communist “p 
force'' on an international $ 
Some of the “policemen" and 
ecutl oners are simply hired 
cialists. or caught in the wt 




Intrigue by their love of exdte- 
menk 

Bujt most of them are convinced, 
at least at the outset, that they 

are laboring for a great cause. In 
every country there are young men 
and women, aflame with Com- 
munist zeal, pathetically ignorant 
fh.nj Stalin’* *oy£mmen f Is 
really like~ ~ 

They make fine material for the 
Moscow Murder International, 

Onci In the toils of the complex 

system, their span of life-expect- 

ancyj is extremely small. If they 


survive the hazards of their as- 
signments, they are likely sooner 
or later to be subject to “purg- 
ing.” 

Only a few can succeed in break- 
ing away, and those live forever 
under the shadow of that long 
hairy arm with a gun in its hand, 
stretching out from the Kremlin. 

Ci.yV, Wk a ^ 

MUvss, jdu. m iMi|/usKm u pnu 


crawling with such people, 
tragedy of General Krivil 
death Is merely an episode t 
long story of Stalin's po] 

crimes. 


sketchy way, Is the amazing net- j 
work of spifcs, killers, kidnapers, 
saboteurs spread over the world, 


itc every itrtnd controlled 

MOSCOW. 
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The United States is just n 
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OCPUSpy 
Hunt Started 
By Dies Agents 


Dr. James B. Matthews, Dies 
-Committee research director, yes- 
terday said he "hoped* by the first 
,o i next week to have rounded up 
gnough agents ot the Russian secret 
police in this country to develop, 
through questioning* a detailed 
*. picture” or OGPU metbodf 

’ Ke said committee investigators 
ere now searching for Soviet agents 
and that he "hoped* they would 
find the mysterious "Hans* master 
spy who, seconding to friends of 
Gen, Waiter C>r Krivi tsky. entered 
the United "Snvcs with a mission to 
assassinate the former official of 
the Soviet military intelligence. 



ICrivitsky was found shot to death 
k bis room in the Bellevue ilotel 

n e Monday. 

^fatthews emphasized that the 
aflfinULLnr‘1 ittuut i i n d w m numijr - 

aa a* > 

investigation of the Knvitaky cage, 

ewwd by muhiB — ~ 

«gcwe. 'm'ti vr 
wSrtttm^WfrjLjKL 

V K najrtr ig out Rat they jpotald be 
k tangjjg& JflJ M i niniTn a ee r i *ia t 

Matthews declined to disclose 

vraiar twriffr 

Qficted wttwjTTl 

t» bcter na ^riir 

‘At -tifartf g f -y mudaj Dr. a 
M sgruder MacDonald, fee District 
coroner, swort in a Jury over 
KnviLfckyj body. The action of- 
ficially recorded the cate as s suicide 
but at the same time mated an 

inquest Jury that would be legally 
^constituted to hear additional evi- 
dence if any should be uncovered 
Named to the jury were L. 3 
Souder. Harold J. Smith, H. C 
Adler, J. II 0 Neil P, Gilbert Breen 
ypd T. J. A. Bennett 
r Krivitakya body was released 
Bbortly after noon to the John R 
(Wright funeral home. It was 
ipped at 4:W p. m. to the Fair- 
iild lc Sons funeral wvten^. 1 n 

T%* funeral will be pli- , 
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Secretly- 
Probing Case 

Of Krivitsky 

A lengthy statement on current Soviet spy activities 
in the United States, secretly turned over to authorities by 
Gen. Walter G. Krivitsky several days before be was found 
deaden Washington, has caused tbs Federal Bureau of 
Investigation to open its own inquiry into the mysterious 

nr~TTM r istum.i ■ 


wfcase. 

This wffl probably be denied, 
but was learned here yesterday 
from excellent authority an hour 
after a coroner's Jury Jn the oapl 
tal, acting on the available dr 
eamstantial evidence, oertUSed 
' Krtyitsky a suldde and released 
the bo^r to the widow, Mrs. Ta 
«ta»»f Xrtvttsky. 

the body arrived in New York 
at 6:52 last night. In a casket 
tag^^Swnuer^GiMberr”--the 

h «i ii€ tv which fee Obe-mne So- 

viet general was born In Russia 
41 yean ago. Then were no 
friends, no members of Krivlt 
, sky's family on hand. 

‘ Later the body was sent to the 
Fairchild and sons undertaking 
— at 66 Letter's PL, Brook 

G-men tatted as jgfl dg l state- 
on ttdr abodt-tace dsctaton 
IhriJjf after 
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This, H wm learned, Is the re- 
ot a careful ftudjt-JUijWTn- 
pJeted, of the last report KMvlt* 


sky mad* on hli work-in un- 
masking agents of the Interna- 
tional machine in which he was 
(mat an Important cog. With the 
report Krlvltaky turned In a 
wealth of documentary evidence, 
the very nature of which re- 
quires Investigation* 

Louis Waldman, attorney for 
the late spy-hunter, conferred 
with Mrs, Krlvltaky yesterday 
and announced that, after re- 
newed study of the notes left by 
her husband, she Is mcn^firmly 
■convinced he had been^qder 
| qyipubrion ^ 
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Krmtsky’s Body 
^Cremated in N. Y. 


New York, Feb. 14 (*■).— In the 
presence of only a dozen persons — 
including his widow. Tanya — the 
body of Walter G. Krivitsky. who 
was found shot to death Monday in 
hii Washington hotel room, was cre- 
mated today. 

There were no funeral services for 
le man whose death brought 
charges that he had been "hounde* 
_icd hounded" by Soviet aeere 1 . 
agents. Officially. his death war 
listed as a suicide. 
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Ex-Aide Tells 
of Ism Spies 


i n*i 1 1 ^ 

t-ui. r<jimer v-aiis 

Krivitsky Victim 
Of Soviet Terror 

A horde of ruthJea* Communist, 
Nazi and Japanese agents U op- 
erating throughout the United 
States, according to a statement 
today by Ool. Casimlr Pilenms 


X miLLUZi , 
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Scotland Yard. 

In an interview with a New York 
Journal and American representa- 
tive at his apartment, 140 W. 105th 
st.. Col. Palmer declared 
"General Walter G. KrtvHsky 
may be a nidde as reported. Bnt 
there Is no question in my mind 
a# to how ft happened — be 
driven to Us act. 

'HAS SCANT BECHETS/ 

^Sossia wiii let ns man lire who 
has vital information. The Soviet 
Government has many secrets it 
wants to keep, and It Uvea in great 
fear that former agents may re- 
Teal these secrets to other gov- 

ma n neatg , 

The more accurate statement 
It, of course, that there am no 
former agents of the OGFTJ. They 
are either kidnaped and re tamed 
to Moscow to their doom, or they 
are UoUdated wherever they are 
found," 

Col. Palmer, who for 22 years 
served with the British Secret 
Service, and for two years with 
the U. 8. Army Iatehigmc*, added; 
44 Am one illustration of the Soviet 
theds — an Jan. 16 last, a man 
to 

A Walter, 


‘RECOGNIZED HlM/* _ j 

lOugh I had never mef Hmj 
before, I recognised him as Albert [ 
Walter, who receives thousands of 
dollars weekly from Russia for 
subversive work among seamen's 
unions. He Is a Ger man and has 
the guttural accent. 

"He said he was an agent for 
the C. & Navy Intelligence, and 
asked me for the whereabouts of 
a German ca p ta in who had been 
Involved in the Black Tom ex- 
plosion.* t « 

AM MCMtl- 

gator)ortheV. S. Mixed cm™ 
Commission that adjudicated the 
Black Tom claim against the Ger- 
man Government. He wa*. (nd- 
dentally, one time chief of the 
Lithuanian Military Intelligence, 
and hat Imports* connections in 
a U parU of the toorld. 

Wondering at the audacity oi^ 
the man. Col, Palmer asked to see 
his credentials. The visitor rose 
silently, took his coat and strode ( 


SPURN MOSCOW SUMMONS* 
Purther illustrating Soviet meth- 
ods, CoL Palmer told of a party of 
■even men, oof a fonner vice- 
president of Amtorg, who had been 
to Russia and returned with special 
tasks assigned. One in particular 
had received a good deal of con- 
fidential information, directly 
from Stalin. 

In t short while, several of them 
were “invited’' to go back to Mos- 
cow, But they dreaded the «om- 
iflM; and they did not obey it. 
As for the kidnaping of victims. 
CoL P alm er recalled the terror that 
swept over White Russian emigres 
in Part* when in l#35-d two for- 
mer Imperial Generals, Kutyepoff 
and Miller, w ere matched off the 
streets o£ Paris and returned to* 
Moscow for tbs executioner. 

Geru Kutyepoff had been in 
.charge of anU -Soviet propaganda. 

IlMMo. Miller tm MW wt Ui e 
White RtusUn Officer* 1 Society. 
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Friends Continue 
Krivilsky Inquiry 

Unofficial inquiry continued to- 
day into the death by shooting of 
General aWlter Q. KrlvHsky last 
Monday in a Washington hotel. 

Friends of the one-time chief of 
Soviet Military Intelligence in 
Western Europe scanned every bit 
of evidence , dubious of the suicide \ 
verdict returned after a three-day 
coroner's Inquest. 

Krivitsky’s body was cremated 
yesterday, in a coffin marked with 
his real name, "Samuel Ginsberg," 
at Ikesh Pond Crematory in Mas- 
p tfri. Those present Included nte 
Widow, Mrs. Tanya Krivitsky, arfc 
Jls attorney, Louis Waldman. [ 


; j, 

u 





DATE 


:NG FROM THE 

Eva-IKO JOURNAL AilERICAi; 

FEB 151941 


VOKKrak) BY F.Y.rivTSIOK 


/f 

T* 

J* 




lj A Y. '• 


>0 




BY JAMES t. KfLGAZXDT 
In(«ruUotiil New* fterrto ftUff 

Corrtapewdent 

iHAlU, Fli,, Feb, 1 L i - A foqdi 
woman artist— Kin Uirit Mit- 
chell — who ha* nod of the Gen. 
KrMtaky cue, told a remarkable 
storr today of how the Staltotot 
vlnr of the Communist party 
‘‘bounded* her while vorklnc on 
a WFA art project to NewYcrt 
City and eventually forced her to 
flee to terror to Florida. 

Her rtou ■winded like a flc- 
tKmal tale of the OOPU (Russian 
aecnt police now known u 
NKVD), taut she vu quite factual 
about it. 

Ohe wlihed to testify bofor the 
EHm committee but didn’t tet the 
giance. ^That was one of the 
thtoft. ihe laid, that put her co 
the Comm unlit blacklist 

The krlvlUky cue tarouaht her 
■toty to Ifeht today. 


KftmTMT BOUNDED TOO. 

(Oen. Walter O Krlrltaky. for* 
-«■ top* W WU found ehot 
to death Mat Monday to a hotel. 
Wbelher U wmi murder or suicide 
to debatable but Ertvltofcy's at- 
Lcwto Waldman, eald -the 
|COTU^to responsible for his 

Jdui Mitchell, about 10. was 
bora to New York city. Her 
parent* are dead. Her father, 
Martin MtcheUka. vu bom in 






The clrl artist said she was an 
MlW « theWPA tit project 
to New York from IMS until ms. 
Then were few communists on 1 
; the project when she started to I 
[work but eventually » the asserted.! 

<tonilnated it She stated: 1 

I ^Wlthto e year, all eaeeutive and 
^a*»lntoto»tive poetUu* were held 
by eomamntoU.* 

The man who headed her de- 


partment had been a member . 
the ooer — 


oommuntot party for 15 < 
and had orranlaed units an 
the coun try. We shall call 

Mist Mitchell had a «lrl Mend, 
whom we shall call Peggy, 
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“Liquidated” by the Red Terrw 


Krivitsky’s Dramatic Career 
(§omes to Shadowy End Here 


By Ed ay i rA T. PolKsrd 

Post Stuff Writer 

The Stalin terror finally 
liquidated Gen* Walter G. 
Kriviteky l^st week* 

The nervous, furtive-eyed 
littje man, who consorted 
with Moscow spies and as- 
sassins for 17 year* and tried 

* _ j i il.*j — *«,« *«. l*.4 

UJ QOUgt; LllCIll J.UI W1C 

four, reached the end, of hii 
■ ahadowy road here in Wash- 
ington. 

1 Regardless of the suicide eertifl- 
te issued here by Coroner A- 
Magruder MacDonald, one thin g 
seemE fairly certain: In the Krem- 
lin, the name of Krivitaky will 
take its place on Joief SUlin + t 
“purge" roster, a roster that con* 
Urns the names of *5.000 murdered 
Red army victims alone, not to 
mention the 400,000 person* jailed 
and exiled. 

The bloody Russian dictator 
must have wanted KrivlUky’* 
liquidation very much, for the 
former Red army intelligence of* 
a dangerous and effec> 


tAe man— far more *o than the 

*al „ ^ J „ 

ijmjuzauija wwi 1 *upu« ***«.*• 

tyatic * confession*” and marched 
before the firing squads in tbe 
old country'. How Krivitaky wii 
liquidated prctoably was unim- 
portant 
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Loyalists Slaughtered Behind Lines 
by Reds in Spain, Ex- Agent Charges 


few of the "loose 
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phere, is now the natural head- 
quarters for conspirative contacts 
! and communications, because 80- 
! vSet- American trade flows mostly 
across the Pacific. 

Hundreds of Stalin f s "activists' 1 
from ali countries had been fath- 
ered in Spain until the Loyalist 
cause fell. Murder, official and! 
otherwise had been their daily 
work for three years. 

As a source for daring and des- 
perate agents the OGPU, and oth- 
er branches ©i the boviei foreign i 
services, must now find them In-] 
valuable. Droves of them have] 
come to the United States as stow- 
aways or sailors, or by way of 
Mexico, which Is now overrun with 
these ex-Chelrists from Spain, 

Calls Hans Bruesse 
*Fanatic Activist* 

In the past two years I have run 
into several notorious OGPU 

agents. Since my book “Out of the 

. — — 1 11 ^ 

itigj.ii •^i^riucu, ui^itr imvc dqcu 

a series of efforts to trace my 
whereabouts. Mysterious voices 
have called at my publisher's of- 
fice. ^ 

One spy mentioned in my pages 
showed up personally, demanding 
to see me. Strangers have invaded 
the home of my American wife's 
family, seeking to find me. 

On a day when I intentionally 
led certain inquisitive people to 
think that I would be away from 
my hide-out to the country* a 
Packard strove mto the aeciuoed 
place. I saw the uninvited visi- 
tors and # hnd no doubt they were 
making a check-up of the lay of 
the land — surveillance always pre- 
cedes an attempt at violence. 
(Naturally I have abandoned that 
hide-out.) 

Hans Bruesse, whom Krtvitaky 
suspected of being his “shadow," 
is a young and fanatic activist. 
Even more sinister agents, I have 
reason to believe, are now at work 
In the United States 

The authorities are said to be 
looking for George Mink, the Phil- 
adelphia tad ddro who blossomed 
Into one of St&tmiS bloodiest tools: 
among his rngneroui victims In 
Spain were a number of American 
bon who had volunteered Idealis- 
tically to fight for Stalin there, 
without knowing what they wort 



of "Out gf the Night” know how 
1 got away- 

Among the kidnap ships, known 
In the ports of the world simply 
i as Soviet freighters or passenger 
vessels, were the SS. Felix Dzher- 
zhinsky, the Smoiny, the Mai 
Hoeltz, the Jan Rutzutak; also the 
SS. Dekabrist, which plied out ol 
Vladivostok. 

Perhaps the worst of the kidnat 
ships, which used to operate be- 
tween London and Leningrad 
making stops at Hamburg, wa* 
called "Kooperatzya ” meanlni 
Cooperation. It was accident, nol 
irony. 

The 68. Neva, a Soviet shij 
which made stops at Spanish ports 
had the honor of serving as kid- 
nap ship for one of the mosl 
prominent Oerman Communis 
\ leaders, Heinz Neumann. 

Under the pseudonym of En 
rique he served as Stalin's chle 
Comintern agent in Spain up U 


the war started, the OGFU tool 
over Communist affairs in tha 
! country and Neumann was ordera 
to return. 

When he refused, he was simph 
kidnaped, packed aboard the Nevi 
and landed at Odessa. Boon there 
after he was shot. 

It is my guess that Julia Stuar 
Poyntz, the American agent, whi 
disappeared from her room at th 
American Woman's Association li 
the Bummer of HT 37 ; was kid 
napped and shipped to Russia. 

It Is by this time known that ai 
OGPU man named Epstein* am 
also using the name Joseph Ber 
son, had been friendly with he 
and was the last person to hav 

Kaan In +rt»ii«K «MtV, 


CAPT. ERNEST ROEHM. 

m Hitler ordered hie former 
frien 4 > C*pt. R&ehm, to commit 
suicide. When Roe hat couldn't 
bring himself to do it. Hitter 
W ai# a/ his jrphmmn do the 

job . m ~ ’ —Jan Vsltrn. 


Trotsky *s C^tUrtn 


ake 


the League 

iCnWi *mc 

Congress, apd ao a ml 


Killed One by One 

I shall not repeat the wsl 
known cases of OGPU vengeance 
The horrifying tale of how Trot 
»w *« children ygg kSkd A ff ost 
by one, and how finally, to a sen 
end attempt, he was himsrif mur 
dered U fresh to the memory. 
World-wide notoriety has atf 
_ 1_ Bwiti 

Peace and j erland, of Ignace Reiss* aft at 


draws titan the local population. 

. Comintern "Instructors” have 

been active to American group* j been given to the murder, 
for Pei 


after he resigns 
the blood 
But for 

nothing can compare 
OOFU totood-hoUday to" 

tw mSiT****'-* -tee*rl 



tfloo qalMy lot the trickle or blood 
J I* reach them, la It not possible 
* that another person “stage -set” 


the scene after the ••suicide’* was 
over? 




[ 


forgers? 

On the haste of strong circum- 
stantial evidence, I believe that 
George Bagn*r te *till here. Be 

_ , was sent to the United States by 

$. itrivUsky WM U»t mu ay m i the Comintern in 1937 to take 


bellboy who brought him a bottle 
of water, at g:30 In the evening. 
His body was found about 13 boors 
later. Be had been dead perhaps 


charge of Moscow’s activities on 
the waterfront- , 

In particular, he took in hand 
the “Scandinavian S e a m e n’s 



four, at moat five, hours. There, Clubs/' Recently shipowners fcom- 
was therefore an Interval of some placed 0 f systematic obstruction 
Id hours that is unaccounted for. and sabotage of shipments to Brit- 
Hotcl employe* were not in a po*M a in. j should not be in the least 
tion to know whether anyone had surprised if Hagner is at the bot- 
come Into the room and left It tom of the trouble, 
again. There was time enough for| _ 

long bargaining, arrangement of j / ho**sana* A pent* 

* v " — * “'|I/o Firemim 9 Bidding 

4, The first rule among men in' The waterfront is always the 
espionage service is to protect first object of Communist atten- 
Cheir friends in case of trouble, tion. It was there that Mink be- 
Tet Krfritakr seems deliberately*] Ran his career as an agent. After 
[te> hi* last notes, to have dragged h is transfer to jobs in other eoun- 
his best friends into the mess un- j tries, his place on the American 
necessarily. He not only wrote to ; water fTont was taken by Tom Ray, 

Suzanne LaFollette— a note that who Is now a power in the mart- 

said nothing and served no put- time union As far back a s May , ^leTVbroad "That death te merely an episode in l 

po^-*nt « en mentioned her tti- 20, lMa.thu iTom ^ ' lone atory of Stalin'* .polilk 


rial When a young man ihowsjwere undesirable to the r Gom- 

" mK "rSfoapu ^ o™ «cw 

— *>•,.> h. u sssjs*- 

Among the better known vic- 
tims were Andres Nln; Camille 
Berner! ; Bob SmiBle, a British 
radical who went to Spain as i 
volunteer; Giovanni Barbleri 
leader of the Loyalist mffltia; AJ 
fredo Martinez, leader of thi 
Spanish Youth Front. 

All of them, of course, were anti 
Franco, but their crime was tha 
they did not play the game wttt 
the Communists who ran the Loy- 
alist show after the first year. 

It is an endless story of blood 
letting for Stalin’s cause by whi 
adds up to a Communist "polu 
force” on an international sea] 

Life of Soviet Agent 
Short and Unhappy 

The United States is just no 


I* 4 V.a wiAft iii rnmft nwl to 

WUUU| K**t wv*<-v », J ~ 

serve and to sacrifice, and made 
to better stuff than the run -of - 
the-mlU comrades. The. double 
appeal to pride and to ideals 
visually work*. 

If selected, he la normally in- 
structed to break relations with 
the Communist Party, or even to 
disappear for a period. His chiefs 
may send him to another country 
or another part of America. 

Often, unless the candidate is 
needed for some immediate tasks, 
he is sent to one or another of 
the Moscow schools for profession- 
al revolutionaries. 

Murder is among chores that 
fall to all three of the service*. 
But the OGPU doubtless has the 
largest share of such chores. 
Every purge inside Russia has 


Its parallel purging of foreign 1 crawling wUh such people. TV 
Communists and of Soviet func- 1 tragedy of General Kriv^sky 


Communist r^ans, m gffecjL that Stalin car-i^S* 
t,™ nr, th.iri** out executions of his _en- 'L rlme6 - 


:amh a. n# *U. 




atlves In the postscript. And he in Hamburg at a 

MPhtiAnMi iH* tinhpf u_ vrltlnc in world concreM r»f seamen, on the: .... ... ... _ 

(bVirname ^.Postscript, between , technique 'of stopping war trans- ) ’ * eBe * t0 «' OD S re “« e 

the lines, Uke an after -thought, ports j* delicate and dangerous 


Wh7? 

17. S. Now Main Renter 

ohSoviet Attattint * 

Ho matter how this case ends — 


Not all of Staling dirty work 
abroad Is done by the OGPU. 
There are also, as I have already 
indicated, the Comintern agents 
and the military espionage. 

All three work independently. 


procedure, entrusted only to the 
most experienced hands. 

Yet they have funmbled again 


iallsts. or caught in the web 
intrigue by their love of excil 
ment 

But tnoet of them are convince 



and personally I am sure that It j hut the OGPU has the right to 
offers the Government a chance draw on the other two services if 
to trace and comer some of Stal-jit needs them. Taken together, 
in'* most active agents— it should; these service* have literally thou- 
m&ke the American people aware! sands of agents all over the world, 
of the fact that America 1* today I in what is without doubt the most 
the main center of Soviet killers extensive network of the sort in 
and spies, , all history. 

The war rvas barred so many The functions of the military 
countries to them, and American wing are obvious. Those Of the 
affairs are so important to Stalin 1 Comintern agents are more spe- 
nd to his Nazi partner, that it cialiaed. 'Their primary task is to 
offers the most fruitful area for keep the national branches of the 
active effort. Communist International under 

I believe that the Kremlin agents | Moscow’s constant vigilance and 
now in the United States and Mex- control. % 

loo, operating in close contact, can Comintern agents — "instructors” 
be counted by the score if not the is the technical term which we 


and again, and there have been! at least at the ouaet, that th, 
scandals. In France, on aeverai j are laboring for a great cause, ] 
occasions, Soviet agents were | every country there are young n 
caught red-handed- Despite that, [and women, aflame with Co 
the abduction of White Russian munist teal, patheticaly ignor 
leaders — General Miller and Gen- of what Stalin'* government 
eral Kcmtopov, for Instance — went really like. 


One of the familiar methods, as 
disclosed during a trial of Moscow 
agent* in Paris, was to put the 
victims in barrels or packing cases 
and smuggle them aboard Soviet 
ships as "freight.” 

Lists ‘Kidnap Ships* 
and Ports of Coll 


Moscow Murder Intematiat 
Once in the tolls of the comr 
system, their span of life-expc 
ancy Is extremely smill. If th 
survive the hazards of their - 
signments, they are likely so< 
or later to be subject to “p 
tog/* 

Only a few ern succeed 
breaking sway, and those live 
Naturally, murder on foreign tyer ^ shadow of 

SOU is retorted *o only when it is! Jon* hairy arm with a gun li 


Some of them are known to the 
top party leaders, others set like 
rank -and -file members and do 
not reveal themselves. Not only 
the party but the stooge organiza- 
tion* under its dominance have 
Comintern agents in them, usually 


. _ _ : hanH 

hundred. New York is an obvious used — are stationed in every Com- ' ncjL xemsw* to u*re or umity v r Zii n ' 
Ltion point for them, eur- munist party and have more appointed victim for han d ling in ^ * 

'only by San Francisco. j power than supposed leader* Uke 
ships are, in the final an- Browder or Foster. 

| atyzte the most important con- 
parting element* for the extensive, 
where the Boviet ships 
harbor, there is reason to 
coospirative centers, 
g Francisco, more than any 
rgflty in the Western Hemi- 


Moscow, Since I am a sailor by Buch. in a haphazard j 
training, and almost by Mrth. l,*e^hy »»y. is the smartng 
have had an intimate connection i^^rk of spies, killers, kldm 
with the kidnaping phase of Bta- saboteurs spread over the v 
link “murder totemational. 11 £ cver 7 »ttaDd contrcdM 
Is fact, -I was myself held in- [Moscow. 


coeamunicado under guard outride! 
Copenhagen, while mj captors I 
waited ler a Soviet ghip. Readers j 
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Continued From First Page. 

few more general considerations 
which are essential to an under- 
standing of this case. 

The first of these is that mur- 
der disguised as suicide Is a pro- 
cedure thoroughly familiar to 
every active agent of the OGPU. 

Any number of deaths inscribed 
be the official records of Paris. 
Bucharest, pre-Nazi Berlin as 
routine self-destruction were in 
reality subtly camouflaged assas- 
sinations. In the case of a sec- 
ondary and unknown victim the 
trick works more often than not. 
It is Only the promliien "e of Eri- 
vitsky after all, which is forcing 
a closer examination. | 

Krivitsky himself* of course, was 
fully aware of this standardized 1 
Boviet method of assassination— 
a method used also by other to- 
talitarian killers. 

That was why he warned his 
wife, his friends, and even a mem- 
ber of the Dies committee, over 
and over again, not to believe It 
if he should die under circum- 
stances that look like genuine 
suicide . 

Cites Hitler Purge of 
Capt . Roehm in 1934 

Another OGPU technique which 
I know only too well is what has 
been described as "forced suicide.” 
I am aware that to the average 
American? including American po- 
Dcepfficers, that sounds too melo- 
dramatic for belief. 

To those of us who have lived 
clo5° to the fantastic drama of 


Bridges Puts Up 
Deportation Bail 

SAN FRANCISCO, Feb. 1&— 
(LN.S.) — Formalities of arrest and 
posting of bail wtrt complete to- 
day In the government’* new de- 
portation case against Barry 
Bridge*, weat coast waterfront la- 
bor leader. * * 

Immigration* Inspector Earl A 
Cushing served the warrant at the 
same lime Richard Gladsiein, at- 
torney for Bridges, handed Cradl- 
ing an order for ft.ttO in govern- 
ment bonds drawn by a ball brok- 
erage Ann, 


this sinister form of murder with 
the victim’s own hand. In connec- 
tion with Joseph Stalin’s great 
blood purges of recent rears, there 
were hundreds of suicides. Only 
the politically naive will believe 
that they were all voluntary. 

We cannot know how many of 
them consented to kill themselves 
at one blow as the alternative to 
death by slow torture at the hands 
of sadistic executioners. 

There is every reason to suspect, 
at least, that prominent Bolshe- 
viks like Michael Tomsky, General 
Gamamlk and other alleged sal- 
aide* ended their own lives ms the 
price for saving the lives of people 
dear to v-h**-ni- 

Suggests Kritfitsky 
Feared Torture of Kin 


political warfare and vengeance 
m Europe in the last twenty years, 
it sounds not only credible but 
like ordinary routine. 

Everyone remembers some of 
the blood-curdling incidents m 
the notorious purge is Ns-ri Ger- 
many in June, 1934/ 

Adolf Hitler personally. It was 
reliably attested, ordered his for- 
mer friend and lieutenant, Capt. 
Roehm. to commit suicide right 
there and then. When Roe£m 
couldn't bring to it. Sut- 

ler had one of his gunmen do 4h* 

The same tothod of induced 
self -annihilation marked the end 
of other blacklisted leaders, ‘ 

But no one has surpassed the 
Communists in the application of 


Imagine a man like Krivttsky, 

KBielAn*t«1v tn Vila 


\ 
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and his 7-year-old enm, given the 
choice between killing himself and 
having his family packed off to 
Russia for torture by the kidnap- 
ing route which so many others 
had traveled before them. 

This is purely speculative. «Jt 
I happen to know that such things 
have happened elsewhere to these 
cruel years. Suppose that Krivit- 
sky had been confronted with a 
threat to his loved ones — backed 
tm by a frantic note from hli wife 
Dog him to save her and their 
t tan. The forging of such a note, 
of oourse, Is child's play to the ex- 
perts cm Stalin’* foreign police 

Even if the hand that wrote the 

farewell notes ana the finger that 
pulled the trigger of the revolver 
were Krlvltakj’g, the possibility of 
a deal under dorm Is decidedly 
not eliminated. Thor^ notes sound 
phony to me- They contain just 
_ the sort of trivia a clever amt, 
I having familiarised htmafctt with 
■ the domestic life of the victim, 
I would dictate. 

| But tbar are mortmniaed, 
hplain nothing, each of them with 
|a postscript, a wha le e*t *s 



enough that he bad *4 j 
everything and 
ntog to write anoQtaBjkfc 
it iwtmrrftitml 
(d fltflm With m . . 
Brtttah 


TKt CVmco-®., 
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had heard about him and hiswctfc 
while I was myself engaged a* a 
Comintern (Communist Interna- 
tional) agent. He was in the for- „.. v w , — ^ 

elgn espionage, quite distinct from had a keen desire to eliminate 1 





Could Wuh Hin^Dfadl 

Nor must we overtook 

that two nations, not merely 


,-sL* 


> 





the world-wide Comintern police 
in which I then served. 

But I find it hard to believe 
that anyone with his training and 
his long years of facing the chance 
of sudden death would voluntarily 
choose suicide as a way out of any 
situation. It is neither In the code 
nor in the character of men with 
that particular background. 

At no time since his tweak with 
Bt&Un had Krivitsky been In a 
more satisfactory position. He 
had finally established the legality 
of his own and his family’s resi- 
dence in the United States. He 
had taken the first steps toward 
becoming an American citizen. He 
was well fixed financially for the 
; time being. His usefulness had 
been recognized by the British as 
well as the American governments. 

I find it impossible to believe 

that the news that Hans Bruesse 
or any other OGPU agent was to 
New York wmid either surprise 
him or drive him to the ultimate 
despair. 

Krivltsky knew, as every one 
familiar with the Kremlin r s sys- 
tem knows, that Stalin’s killers are 
at large in the world and that a 
city like New York has never been 
without them. I have myself run 
into several of them and recog- 
nized them at once, and I under- 
stand the same happened to 
Krivltsky. 

Suicide From Mental 
Collapse Likely 

It may be true that the relent- 
less man hunt of which he knew 
himself to be the prey had final l y 
cracked his moral resistance. I 
cannot prove the contrary. But I 
must set down my firm conviction 
that the explanation sounds to me 
fantastic In the extreme. 

Besides, there was a slowness to 
his actions in his last days, a 
calmness in his outward behavior, 
according to the Doberte and 
others who saw him last, that does 
not Jibe with nervous breakdown. 

On the other side of the balance 
are Stalin’s possible motives for 
wiping him out Not m the 
OGUP or the Gestapo murder for 
the fun of It. There are three dis- 
tinct reasons why a “liquidation* 
in foreign countries Is undertaken : 


f- 








knows too much and might tsh; 
or having talked oat ef f heel 
already, is known to "have * 441 - 
.. Usual Information wMi k sUskti 
^JfUH'gtre away* » 

t To rfiminsto same SB* who. 
could hart Moscow's MaafeSls - If 
_.. v ;he Joined the tntehigenoe 
another nation. 

** To wreak a reve 
/ '-, 7 wnW demtestiato the 
y ^\ 1 ; Stalin *t regime to follow 
“renegades* h 
world; this prtai 
others toassted to 
Wi jtla - 


man. Whatever the potttfctt.’tipK^v .• 
military relation* between <- . 

many and Russl* may bf, then 
certainly extensive co-operettflftVi^ 
between their foreign . - 

systems. - * 

Krivltsky 

to London — ^ 

the British. The tact that limj&fc 

■>.1— n * *- Sa matiTMV kta MHMKKY: .j 

WWC LU |Ui| II11JJ Ml A n ^WW, 

that his contribution to Gertniny^ 
enemy was valuable. Tba Ges' 
therefore had evtry reason to 
the OGPU a helping htoda* 

Job. ■ i. >\ " 

The best espionage 
Inal brains of both B _ 

Stalin’s Secret Serrioea Kira 09 
pitted against this one 
foreign country. 

What is more, tudbi 

had any desire to commit 
openly — American pttoiic 
is too important in 
world affairs lust i 
daring. n 

Reds Try to StfeOwB, 

Murder Suspicions 
A "faced suicide" JmU 
their purposes perfeotty. the 
emeu of Cozxnmmists to 

the charges and maplcicofdl 
der in this case Is on|g n f 
The moat extraordinary 

nf iWth MB 

a newspaper of “fettow" 

tendencies. Thxoughodt 

count there were telltale i^Eade 

the sort one aonnsUr wdrlh 
in that fashion anjy to O mm 
nist papers like fbe W|H 

er, , But the opentog ^ 

seetoed to me too ns 
ttrely* accidental* 

It told how the Mlowd 
the Washington hotel 
Krivltgky’s door *D4 
swer. Then, it 
her pass kqy an 
door was bolted 
whereupon, frt 
phoned to the 
All other 
agreed that the 
easily opened the 
she caned for help 
saw the tody, T, 

PoinHtQ*l4O0 
ofDfiafoHy * iRf 

frtmlrtthta’or 
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Hounded f rom Jobs by~~ >/ 
WPA Reds, Two Charge x 


fy WXLLl&M tuuniKKQVi^ 

Two Americans, dismissed from their WPA jobs, yesterday made the "incredible' 
Krivitsky case believable by telling what allegedly happened to them when they re- 
fused to serve the objectives either of Stalin or Hitler while trying to make a living. 
One of them. Miss Marie M3t* 


chcl a young artist told a remark- 
able story ol how terroristic 
methods of the OGPU pattern — 
which hounded Krivitsky, too— 
had forced her to flee this city to 
Florida. 

The other, Frank Lee, World 
War veteran, related his alleged 
experiences after falling Into dis- 
favor with both the Nazis and 
Communists, both represented in 
key jobs in the Workers Alliance, 
which, according to recent court 
testimony, dominates welfare 
work here. 


H+mr* X mzl* Prml med j 


which make* ft Impossible for 
me to keep you. These people 
are In* a position to make 
trouble for us* and we can't 

afford that So you’ll have to 

— « 

_ 


BUrkarmed Arnmlm 


Lee, living with his wife at 500 i 
W. 169th St, climaxed hla story | 
with the declaration tha t h U * 1 
former superior in the WFA, 
still an executive In that body, 
told him with emphasis: 

"We need a swastika In this 
country. ' There is nothing 
good without a German brand.” j 
Lee, having borne arms tor de- 
mocracy across the seas, and 
true to America's colors, pro- 
tested — and found himself In 
double Jeopardy, he says* because 
he had already refused to become 

— A« WnrfrMH 

■ UlCfliUCi VI W*» - VI W— 

ahivkw. , 

He says he was dismissed from 
the WPA after four years of 
service — but that isn’t the cod. 

He says he found employment 
as assistant manager of a mid- 
town bar and frill (the Metro- 
pole, 48th St and 7th Ave.) and 
t At aJfer'he was there ontaa 
Week/tbe manager told him: ft 
J "Tour work 11 fine* twt \\ 
| have received Information fropj\ 
wur last lob (with the wrir 

— r 


Lee* who has his wi fa and a 
young son of his sister to sup- 
port, got another Job wKh a hlg 
mid town restaurant (Diamond 
Jim Brady, Broadway and 42nd 
St.), and held it three weeks. 
Then the manager told* him: 

T like your appearance, and 

I like your work. But I nod it 
Impossible to keep you, be- 
cause I might get into trouble 
if I do.” 

Lee's story Is that be served 
the WPA for four year* a* a 
technician, having supervision of 
the manufacture of school fund 
hire. 

"A few weeks before I re- 
ceived a slip last Avgust stat- 
ing a reduction in force was 
necessary and I was being 


dropped, a Communist member 
ol tiie Alliance told me I would 
be helping myself if 1 Joined 
the organization," the World 
War veteran said. 

T replied: Tm working for 
the Federal Government and I 
have no right to belong.* His 
answer was: Then well get rid 
ol you eventually, veteran or 
no veteran.’ ” 

Lee added there were 25 tech- 
nicians in his group, and he was 
the only one ol American birth. 
The others were chiefly Slavs, 
Germans* Italians— 1 "all Kinds,’ 
"One day the men were mak- 
ing some furniture for a 
school,” Lee went on. "There 
were several wooden cross- 
pieces, resembling a swastika. 
The German supervisor over 
me pointed to them and said, 
That's the kind of flAg wt 
need’." w 

The veteran Identified 
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CLIPPING FROM THE 
NEW YORK DAILY MIRROR 

cte fEB IS 1941 

PORTCriRDED BY N.Y. DIVISION. 




l\li VJ 1 IDUilV 

•thrr Nati, who told him: 


•The Kails are the best peo- 
ple On earth- Your children 
are hot properly trained In 
'American schools. Only the 
Nazis can teach children prop- 
er knowledge and precision.” 
As proof that there had been 
ho complaint against his work 
until he fell into disfavor with 
the Reds and the Nazis, Lee 
quoted from his monthly rating 
cards. 

- Two of these were marked "ex- 
cellent/' one "good/ 1 and the 
i fourth “fair” The latest mark- 
\ lug came alter he refused to loin 
the Alliance, he said. 

| Miss Mitchel told her story fr 
j a small home In Miami, where 
she Is living alone. Her parents 
are dead. Her father, Martin 
Mbhelska, was bom in Russia, 
bf mother In New Jersey. Her 

Esther's Mfpjjte UthUSIh 


► She said she had been 
ployed at the WPA Ai*>p] 

1_ M 4 Av -- 111 N 

nere xrum cmui iw. 
were few Communists <m th 
Ject when she started, but 
'Vorroed to," and within a 
"all executive and adtotnist 
positions were held by then 

The Communists establish 
artists' union at the project 
party front Artists were fi 
by threats or lay-offs to Joi 
she did But she didn’t Bk 
ing union assessments fc 
Spanish Loyalists, for cable 
to Russia, eto^ and she qui 

T wanted to testify befc 
Dies Committee," she said, 
next thing I knew, I wa 
roaded into the psyche 
wand of Bellevue Hospital, 
was Jan. 30 , 133 ®, and 1 waj 
two day*. 

"When I got out, and wa 
home to Greenwich VOL 
man tried to force his wt| 
my Apartment Frightened. 
New York. ^me here and 
work for the FWsher stud 
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Ex^Soviet Spy Assassinated — 

By OGPU, Attorney Claims; 
Suicide Certificate Withheld 



Russian Gensral Cams 


To Capital Soaking 
Haven, Says lawyer 


B j FRASER EDWARDS 
Houiwtod by the dreaded Soviet 
OGPU for exposing Hereto of the 
regime, Gen Welter O. 
fjWij TttrirT. erstwhile chief of the 
Ranlsn military lntelllf ence aerv* 
Ice for Waetern Burope. wee found 
•hot to death yesterday to the 
Bellevue Hotel, off Union Stotlon 
w.t. under circumstances which 
ewued Coroner A. Magruder Mao- 
TVif'pirt to withhold a eertiflcato 
of euldde. 

Although the coroner bad pre- 
pared a suicide certificate and 
Police Inspector Bernard W. 
Thompson* after a careful exami- 
nation of the fifth floor hotel 
roam where Xrlvltoky died, said 
-it looks like suicide ” Louis W aid- 
man, of Mew Tort attorney for 
the Russian gsneral, charged Ills 
client “definitely was not a aid* 




A good many tmngi indicated j; 
that Krivitsky committed suicide , 
^ the BeUevue Hotel here: thj| 
'locked room, the temple WOunar 
the ,35 automatic. and the thred 
tsrewell notes. . 

There was nothing, however, to 
indicate that he wanted to die, 
nothing that suggested any of tht 
commonplace motives tor suicide 
— ill health, money troubles, or 
romantic difficulties. 

“I want to Jive very badly," he 
said In his note to Tanya, his 
wife, and AJefc, his 7-year-dM 
"but it is impossible." 

*** f 

WHY WAS IT Imponfbier K|* 
he afraid of Hans B — , the 
Judas," the Stalin trigger-man. 
who recently arrived in New 
yYork? Had four year* of dread. 

•. tog dodging the tmor. driven him 
ho the point whare he preferred 
kieath to such a haunted llftj 
4 Some of his friends didn't "think 
so. Boris Shuh, who aesved as 
Krivitsky'* interpreter before the 
Dies Commute® and helped him 
with some of hU magazine articles, 
sought to explode that theory 1 b 
these words: 

"If Krivitsky had decided to die. 
he could have dose it much bWtfcr 
and more easily by going Into 
service with the British infelLH 
fence. I know for a tact that n 
had received an offer from tUft 
British but turned it down, m 
was the sort of man Who would 
have preferred a useful death," 
-What then could have mov e d 
mis man who is said to have borne 
gr 'fanatical" love fbr hi* wife and 
hpj r who is reputed to have re- 
ceived $25,000 for hi* Saturday 
Evening Post articles— what could 
have moved him to buy a fun in 
Charlottesville, Va,, register to a 


Wash i i 
hiVisel 

[hi 


hotel, and 


ingion 
;ir 

•M ■» 

ANSWER, according to 
men who know Soviet Russia and 
It* dread OGFU, Is that Sta* 
lin’i agents made a with 

Krivitsky, If Krivitsky, one-time 
Bod army chief of Intelligence 
fo4i western Europe and twine 

rated lor espionage work. 

Id kill himself, in would hi 

if he refused, then vengeance 
would be viAted on his wife and 
boy — his "Dear Tanya" md hir 
"Dear AJek " 

If Krivitsky would agree to kill 
himself, of course, the men as- 
signed to get him could truly 
boast of having committed the 
"perfect crime." They would be 
guilty of threats, yea, but the man 
to (whom they made the threats 
w<Lld be dead. 

Ip A NATIVE-BORN Ameri- 
can, reared in an atmo^here of 
law and order, such dreadful busi- 
ness tmut seem *$u^Asti$> Fhy i 
couldn't Krivitsky toll the police? 
Why couldn’t he ask tor protec- 
tion r 

Krivitsky gave the answer him- 
self when he wa $ here testifying 
before the Dice Committee, telling 
how 4talin ha£ ffffehj* In 
United Steles Amy end Navy, 
and^ giving other explosive teati- 
The committee ordered a 
lor Krivitsky, but ha 
saying: 

[the OGPUV never forget 


destroy j “GEN. KBTVTISKY, you «ra 
j j ^^ elka Gtnhburgr raged Me 
New Masse* when hli artfcfe| ttt- 
gan appearing to the Saturday 
Evening Post. 

It was true that Be wag bom 
Samuel Glnsburg on June tt, IBM, 
to the western Ukraine* Me 
adopted the name of '•Walter G. 
Krivitsky" when ha Joined toe 
Communist Party to lilt. But the 
effort of the New Masses amtotoe 
Daily Worker to make kirn dftt a 
•liar and a traitor" collapsed with 



a bang to the fell of 1B3& ft 
In a Saturday Evening Post 
article that appeared to April of 
that year, Krivitsky predicted that 
Hitler and Stalin, supposedly 
fierce enemies, wordd enter into 
an alliance. The dosnmunist news- 
papers and magazines In this coun- 
try ridiculed the prtfele, and Earl 
Browder said a Soviet -Nazi ac- 
cord was about as likely as bis 
•lection "as president of *1he 
Chamber of Commerce of Uhe 
United States." | 

The HiUer-Stalin'pact, low (un- 
her of the European war, wit an- 
nounced the following August, 
and Krivitsky'* stock soared. Kri- 
vitaky’a expose of Stalin’s blood 
purge and his inside story of Bus- 

S i’S Ignoble role to the Spanish 
vU war ^caused much dt rfPuricm- 
"fallow travelers" in 
toe United States. The pact he 
bad predicted drove toouaaud* of 
them away from the left 
The Communist Party, no 
toe hi sty outfit It used to be 
to the days of toe 


zSafl a hundred bodyffitfiV Niri will dovfetlfcss breath* 


they would still get me.’ 


now feat Krivitsky 
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^fim Valtin Bares-* 

Stalin Terror in 

Krivitsky Death 

* 

Probably the m oft tslked-of writer So America today— 
and a man marked tor death by the Soviet Secret Police — 
is Jan Valtin, anther ft the sensational best-seller, "Out of 
the Night • 

An ex-member of the Communist International Espi- 
onage Service, himself, be knows 'their tmthlessoess and 
their determination to blot out any "ex" agent, such as 
was Gen. Walter G. Krivitsky, strangely dead in Washing- 
ton this week. That’s why Jan Valtin, who knows the ways ° 
of the OGPU and the Nasi Gestapo which apes it, hides his 
face from the world while masquerading under a pome he 
frankly adapted J tom “Vale^tiney j ” j 

He has emerged from seclusion briefly io write the 
following story exclusively for the Chicago Harald-Ameri- 
c an, in which he discusses the Krivitsky shoetiag and gives 
a terrifying glimpse of OGPU technique. ■ 


An article on late Valtin’s hook, “Owl s i ftt JSsfet," 
appears in the Pictorial Review aectien ut tbit edition. 

r 


BT JAN VALTIN. 

Coprrtfbt. 1M1. CUcaee 

For many years 1 1 

j as a member of Joseph Stalin'* private "3 
lice." I had unusual opportunities to learn the ... 

1 of Soviet terror as practiced in foreign lands, SS weH as the 
psychology of OGPU opera ti ves had other J&rrfet foreign 
agents. It is with that personal background_1hSt_I ap- 
proach the mysterious death toy *«***«i of uen. waiter 
Krivitsky. f 

With only newspaper account* 
of the trued? In Wellington to 
go by, I would not Venture a defi- 
nitive judgment Ifeverthetoet I 
feel » my duty io warn the 
lean tuthoritiss against accepting 
the superficial facte ae final proof 
of voluntary suicide. Despite ap- 
pearances, I am convinced that 
the explanation is not ao simple. 

As reported In the proas ttyot 
far, there are critical gape In flic 


story. Hun 
questions of Min 
I shall Indicate a i 
farther Mew. 

If I J wm% tuned to dhoose 
Dif am ponittfttki and 
theories, I should gum that there 
was another person peasant in the 
little hotel room wfcm the trigger 
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Ordered to Canada 

Matthew* said Krlvltaky wa» or- 
dered by the State Department to 
*0 to jnore thjuo^a 

year ago He wmo turn awaiting 
deportation at Ellis Island and his 
departure and destination were 
kyi secret at the ti me, due to 
Knvltsky's fears of OQFU agents 
Although Matthews said he un- 
derstood the State department 
was to permit Krivitsky to re-enter 
this country from Canada with the 
^regular quota of immigrants* he 
had not seen Krivitsky for a yw ; 
He understood the Russian still 

wafc in Canada and had no in- 
formatiogi he was in this country. 
- KriviUky* Matthews said* tiro 
'for a wills in Hew York e 

a Rivetjpde Drive address, Thi 
was shortly before he testified h 
fore the Dies Committee, 

Matthews said he h«h m** ^ 

in persuading Kil * ££ 
before the Dies Committee bi 

lt r *iMS iCh » h * Octobe 

“• l® 3 ®- He Mid be had hear 
Krivitsky was hldin* in this cour 

^J? n K. after • eveni1 month* k 
cated him in New Tor* - " a -‘ 

about 100 miles from New YorJ 
city, Matthews said he wai 

*** Uv te* with his wife 
and one of his children 

tr Investigator urged 

KnvitsJry tn Tw _ « f 

smid ■” v ^ “ ,c Russian 

W 1 d0 ' the y' 11 me ’ 
*> “■« United 

ycart after 
ne had bee© expelled from the 

KfiKof' 1 "' “• 8 °- 

*® cret military p. 
lice in Weetem Burope. 

* d,. 4 addlUon »<> teetUyln* the 

*“3“ »oret events wereYSr 

' £»£*. ^ .?*?**•. ***** 

Communist world 

Alwey* rand ier Life 

the embltteret 
Russian, last survivor of the ^ 
military clique and poeseaso^oJ 
aecreta unknown even to Stalin 

lS 4 * fear of his life 

~*i€ aoaea ; 

Several months ago, KrMtskv 
n^ced he was being followed one 
afternoon while h# was in th* 

Z 1 ™* 8 S<iUai7. ta nTw 
art. He knew a reporter on the 
into the Times 
^ •event) 

.bouts until the man who 

him Anally ta/ t uj e 



Of Red Foe 

^ peclares G«Mrdl 


Repeatedly Told Him 
He Would Be Slain 

\ Kliw YORK,’ Feb. IP 
t Boris Shub. who e^r*ed u inter 
ureter tor Ten. Waiter D Krtvit 
* Iky before the Die* Committee end 
Collaborated with him on maga 
*gine articles, said tonight he was 
-convinced that Krivitsky had been 
, murdered In Washington by Soviet 
s secret service agents. 
r s “Krivitsky told me a qpten 

* I i_ 1C. 1.U m +Vttet hp 

*fuhes <d me iv>k> ■»*“ t * ,v 

> would be murdered/’ Bhub said 

Three Reasons far Doobt 


The tS-year-old writer gave 
"three reasons for his belief that 
;"*ICrivitAky 4 e death had been faked 

* II | suicide ' 

"First /* he mid, "Krivitsky was 
Too much of an egoist to kill him 
•elf. He attached great importance 
V) the value of work he could do 
r in this war and in the future 
When I saw him sii weeks ago he 
was bursting with plans for his 
-future. t ^ 

v "In the second "placs he had no 
‘financial reason to commit suicide 
'g know definitely that he hid 

• more than enough money to keep 
- tMm .fttnp for • «' rr two , 

"Third, be wa* almost lanati- 
’'leally devoted to his family, pat 
f Ocularly, his f-year’OW son. with 
V-whom he used to play by the 
VJtKMir.*' 

' kotteeP Bed* la Ukbr 


Bhub said that when he wa* In 
Washington with Krivitsky foi 
fc ~the Russian s appearance before 
v v \he Dies Committee two Ruawans 
A we re constantly in the lobby oi 
hotel where ttwy stayed. 

^ “I believe the secret police de 
tedded that Krtvltsky was then to< 
*■ -Much in the public eye to kill hin 
W that time," Bhub mid. 
tr Shub said he collaborated will 
^Krtvltsky on two ms ga fine axti 
on the Communist lx 
teraational and the other « th 
mod Army. He was introduce 
rrto Krivitsky by mutual trttods t 
r ^uly 1939, be mid- w 

ered Fast by 


*Tf Krivitsky had (tedded t 
dif" Shub eondmted, T» coul 
^*h»T* dona It nod) . tojd*r ay 
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Waldman ite would arfk 

the -Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tl or*- to * co ■ ttg era-te with 4he Metr> 
politan Police In solving the entire 
affair. He said there were rir qnm* 
stances /connected with the case 
whi^h made an exhaustive Investi- 
gation imperative. 

After examining the three notes 
found In Krivitsky’s room, Wakl- 
man was still unshaken In his 
opinion that the Russian general 
had been murdered. He declared 
the notes "could have been forged/ 
but did declare that "everything 
was physically consistent with sui- 
cide/' He said: 

"It is well known that the OGPU 
has specimens of Krivitsky’s hand- 
writing in every language. The 
OGPU is reputedly expert in forg- 
ing, including the work of counter- 
feiting currency" ^ 

Intrigue Veil* Case 

All the mystery of Old World in- 
trigue was thropm. about the case 
by the delay in the announcement 
of the death by the police, the ac- 
tion of the coroner, and the 
charges made by Waldman and 
the threats made on Krivttfiky’s 
life as revealed by Dr. J, B. .Mat- 
thews, Investigator for the Dies 
committee on un-American activi- 
ties, who identified the body at the 
District Morgue. 

When Waldman arrived last 
night from New York, he insisted 
that his client was the victim 
of the OGPU and revealed cir- 
cumstances which led him to that 
belief. He declared that Krivitsky 
had no motive for suicide, but on 
the contrary had every reason to 
live. 

Sought Refuge in Virginia 

Waldman said the former Rus- 
sian general left New York either 
Tuesday or Wednesday of last 
week for Charlottesville, Va., where 
he was seeking a home for his 
wife and child. Krivitsky feared at- 
tack by the OGPU agents, whom 
he told Waldman had been trail- 
ing him recently In New York. 

When Krivitsky failed to return 
to Haw York last Friday to appear 
be f or e the Coudert-Rapp commit- 
tee investigating subversive activV 
ties In the New York schools, the 
attorney said he became worried 
for fear hk client had met with 
foul play. "trrl/r the body 
at the Morgue, WaldmSh repeated 

fTuro to Page «— KRIVITSKY) 




KrMtsky Heath 

rtonttnued from rtrit Poq«) "Wuhtnjton po^ ?***£ m ««wy oau wren V" 
.. ^ A . ■ lottesvllle authorities to Cheer wtebera 

his assertion that he was con- _ i Mm to r" ^ *** ■ ” Ui 




M p AuoCher dmi»su 

hampered the police 


Char- 


was the fact the 
the room Immediate 
vltisky had been pro 


on Dubertov and b r ing him to 
vtoced my clierfc was murdered/ Washington for questioning pro- 


Waldman declared that KrWt-^ded they found such • 
sky w« In no flnandal fioty 


and that hi. wife, tato. £££ 

son, .Alex 7, were living la t HeW g g, District Attorney Edward 

York kpaTtment house under io|m. Curran was called Into the cam , 

assumed name. The widow alaoi headauar- 

was certain hei husband had beer2 wlUl Jfitf^wSeSJer 

assassinated and Mid only a mootS He declined to rtate wJ»Uict 

a.o KrivJUkj- learned that a‘So-jhis office ***.,* in?e*t(ia- 

vlet NKVD (former OGPU a#em) j the case until the poU« mv«o«s 
named "Hans.’' had reached the! tion had bee^ completed 1W- 
United States to “eliminate' btajTeieleii ^ to Wr Hin* 
Assasslmtiot) Attempted 


"Hans* was reputed to 'he the 
Stalinigt killer who tried to as- 
sassinate Krivitsky lh Marseilles 
in 1037. Inst after the general 
bad broken with Stalin and was 
expelled from the Ootmatmlst 
party and was forced to flee from 
Russia, th* widow mid. % ^ 
ji First positive identification of the 
body was made by 
who said : 

'There pah be no question about 
this being the body of the man 
known as Gen. Walter G Krlvit* 
sky, l am absolutely certain of 
that. The last Ume I talked with 
General Krivitsky, which ifrafc 
about three months ago, he said 


After an . examination of the 
three notes, Ira Gu Hickson, hand- 
writing expert of the Police De- 
partment, declared "there is* no 
question about the same man who 




all three suicide notes" There were 
indications also. Oullickson said, 
the three notes were written on dif 

m#»«nnn nr rn*|fCItDt di7> OT at JAgst at dJf- 

torn. He the tod- 
writing showed ^ewrowtng ten 
Bion of the writer* \ 

Early today, Coroner MacDon 
aid said that while he was can 
vtooed of salride, he would not 
ckwe the case until the charges 
of murder made by Waldman had 


Hospital, who was i 
the hotel managemt 
maid had diacovere 
and t^e body rem 
morgue to await kii 
Police admitted Is 
they had failed U 
the room at the time 
found or to have < 
niture tax the roon 
prints. • * 


Asked Revolver for 1 


Waldman told poll 
sky feared he wou! 
Soviet sepret agent? 
way they had engb 
sasstosttoa of Leon 
Mexico. He said tfui 
conversation, Krititi 


v- - — ^ — « — — * — w myruct muc ujr nuuiumu upy 

b€ a suicide They have shot every w *kiman continued *it was a 


body else ami they are going to planne J murder, which was made 
get me sure?" to appear a suicide " 

While officials of the Federal 


Whilq Dr. Matthews did not 


Bureau rt , Invertiiattan mM tekp ^ ^ .und „ 

«* yet been *a«l»ned m . . . „ 


to the case, the/ were “very much he Mid Kri vltgij had 

interested in the case " , 2“ *» thelr ^ oooyerMttoh 

/aboyt three znonths ago that 
'they " meaning the OOFU, "are 


a ftvolver for self -5 
The attorney said 
that Krivitsky wish 
Virginia to be nea 
where he could co 
Federal Byreau of 
and the State Depa 
been reported that 
employed in count* 
the FBI, but this 1 
Director J., Edgar J 
Another fact wh 
held was evidence 1 
cide theory was that 
made formal appllo 
weeks ago to becomi 
American citizen. I 
sky was going to at 
of Poref, his wife’s 
to avoid the atten 
Russian agents in V 


^We* «h Way Here 


Meanwhile, Dr. Christopher 
Murphy, deputy coroner, ordered 
paraffin tests made of the .38-cali 
ber automatic pistol, which was 
found on the bed besiae Krivitsky * 
body when It was discovered at 
9:30 am. by Thelma Jackson, Jh 
a maid . at the Bellevue Hotel . 
These testa were expected to show 
the position of the weapon when 
the death shot was fired. 

Three Nates Disc ov e re d 


Despite the charges of Waldman 
and tbs strange circumstances 
surrounding the death of the Rus- 
sian general, popce ware teettned 
to the theory of suicide. Three 
notes Were found in the dead man's 
room — qdc In English, one to Rus- 
sian and another in German, They 
were all addressed to different par- 
sons. ^ 

One -note related that Krivitsky 
had obtained the pistol to Vir- 
ginia and polios Immediately eet 
out to trace the weapon. 

A mysterious figure named 
bertov” ms brought into the case 
to the fetter addressed to 'Krivto 

sky's wife at* chfldT^ll ^ 

"Dubertovvv farm, 
Cfaartotfaivtito, 


going to get me sure* and warned 
him not to believe T will be a 
suicide* If the Russian genera] 
was fovmd dead. 

\ White none of the not ee left by 
Krivitsky made a definite state 
nfent of suicidal intent, one of the 
notes, addressed to Waldman, 
taked him to make provision for 
his family. It was not until after 
the police had communicated with 
Waldman that they learned the 
true Identity of the dead man. who 
was first Identified as Walter Po- 
ref and then as Samuel Ginsbefg 
Krivitsky 1 ! real name. 



My Itatt fled 


WaJtfman was met at Union sta 
Uon by Dr, Matthews and Xngpec 
tor Thompson, Chief of detectives, 
and driven directly to the District 
Morgue, . tfeafp he Idantlfied the 
body and repeated Us ear Iter 
charge that hk client hg& been, 
murdered. 

Although the ootufttton of the 
body 4td not 



Representative M 
Texas, chairman 4 
committee on Un-A 
ties, was en route fi 
Washington last ni 
tog the House to c 
appropriation And \ 
of the committee 1 
of the Russian gene 
to have an effect 
of the House. 

The body was el« 
coat and shoes. A J 
matlc pistol lay be 
The maid g ummoaa 

Who tmwiartiata^r ] 

Joseph Donnelly, 

the police the mac 

under the obom at 

at 5:49 pjn. IndK 

been «eeo norheen 
hotej attaebaa. Dot 
m an earn ed t ad 
of brown oanevta. at 
He MU the mb an 

W'oaaA toihe me 

— 5flBj 

ijt iStm b 
of to 
i 


'Oy 


D 


C 


( 


r -n. 

J 




.^r 



j 


Mourners Attend 

Rites of Krivitsky 

In the seclusion of a small chapel at Fresh Pond Crematory. Middle Village, Queens. 

_ . n , t n. • _ - # L . J X „ Ci • (m’a 



the body of S&muel GLnsburg, a Russian refugee who failed to find haven from Stalin’s 
OGPU in America, was cremated yesterday. 

The rites were brief — barely 20 minutes — and were viewed only by Ginsburg a wife, 
Tanya; five close friends and his attorney, Louis Waldman. The ceremony was,jio 
different from the one that preceded it or the two that followed. Only a massing <gf 

photographers and reporters set ( jit apart. \ \ T 

Ginsberg — more widely known#- Ttf 7~rr... \ i 

as Gen. Walter G. Krivltsky-*f Jt> i** 1 ** * U 

There was no cortege. Mrs. 


was the central figure In a 
tragedy with International aig 
ntfir.anep. Found shot to death 
in a Washington hotel room Mon- 
day, he was immediately Identi- 
fied by a Dies Committee in 
vestigator — a victim of S t ali n 's 
long, red arm 

i 


1 Csw StM #gw , f 

~ In Washington records. Kri- 

vitsky la officially feted ms a 
suicide. Because of the many 
sides to the case, however, police 
there are holding the came 
“open” on reqoest o! Congress- 
man Dies, to whom Krivitsky 
gave devastating evidence con- 
cerning activities of Red labo- j 

teurs and provocateurs in the ! 
United States* 

Krivitsky "s body wms taken to 
the Fairchild Funeral Chapel, 86 
Lefferts PL, Brooklyn, following 
krri\aJ at Pennsylvania Station 
Thursday night* Not a mourner 
appeared until 11 a n, yester- j 
day, when the attorney brought 
the cremation permit. «. j 

A permit had been refused |p i 
Washington because of the cab- 1 
fusion of names. To get it beat, 
.the wife signed an affidavit that 
fthe family name waa Q^wburg. 


There was no cortege. 
Krivitsky arrived with friends 
about ten minutes after the body, 
and went Immediately to the 
chapeL After the rites, the party 
Ded by a ride door. 

No comment wms made by Mrs 
Krivitsky who, with her son 
Alexander, 7, ja staying witi: 
friends in Flatbush. 

An FBI denial that it waa In 
vestlgating waa issued yesterda} 
by Robert A. Guerin, second ii 
charge ef the New Tork district, 
as the Mirror had predicted. Ob- 
servers were inclined to discount 
its importance In view of the fact 
that since Krtvttsky gave all his 
Information directly to Dies, the 
wms probably being cofl 
cted from Washiogtoc under 
“peace pact" b et w c e i y 
and the FBL i 
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ASK54F ANOTHER 
RED WAS KILLED 


MU# Gutter 



Commonweal Poses Query 
on Missing Bathaway. | 

“Where Is . Clarence Hath 
away?* an editorial in the Com 


monwpal demanded today, piting 
the recent death of Gen. Walter 
JCrivttsky In a Washington hotel 
and poeipg this question: “Has 
the OGPU or the Buss lan mili- 
tary espionage already done a Job 
on this erstwhile editor of Stal- 
in’s Daily Worker?” 

The whereabouts of Hathaway 
have been unknown for acme 


a 71 ... . ; , ^ mwwt uwij vumv uciunci me uoy 

{*“*> . - thQ ^ *^ *^ tenwat from alist lines ih Spate.” Ignace Reiss 


tem. Isaued through Ms lawyer 
wb January If agreed that Ms 
expulsion from die Communist 
party on January IS was Justifi- 
able, “made necessary by my 

failure to Uve up to the exac ting 

personal standards pr op erty deJ editorial 
awnded by the party of its lead-' * * * 

W*Wp.*’ 

The assassination of Krivltsky 
““■*it too perfectly into the 
i of murder 'Which the Rus- 
I secret sendees have painted 



In fed across country aftAfcoun 
try. the editorial decUred.^wen 
tinning "Trotsky in Mexico had 
before Trotdry four'ef Ms secre- 
taries in various countries; Wolf, 
Bernert, Wto, and do one knows 
how many others bSiind the Loy 


to dwitnertood aad Kfcnvrnt in 
P*ria. * 

•Hathaway >rae >a hack; 

we o p p c a ad titan, tala WmV. his 
M e a s T tact he waa a human be 
tog and ttvtor'to America.” the 
editorial ad ded *W r e would pre- 
fer to know, be ie ago a man sub- 
ject to the Justice of ddt aoto try, 
tiM object o t Oonceni of m cfcrls- 
ti an peopk ud not tbc wkttnkof 
the wfc *nd execution of tV 
OGFU" .v ^ 


/Cf 0 -IllU-fr 
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What Happened. 

I To 3iissing Reds ? 


) 


( 


The strange death of Gen, Walter G, Krivitsky focused At 
tention today *on the fate of other Communist* in America who 
had once been loyal to Stalin and later turned against the Soviet 

dictator. ♦ ' 

A number of those Communist* 
are mysteriously missing, and the 
question arose whether the OGPXJ 
had struck them down or otherwise 
removed them from the scene. 

Krivitsky , found dead in a Wash- 
ington hotel room, was reported t 
suicide by his own gun, after a 
coroner's inquest but, the the con- 
sensus of his friends was that his 
had been a death forced at the 
hands of the OGPU, 

WHAT ABOUT OTHERS? 

Today the question is asked: 

What about the other enemies of 
Stalin in America? In particular, 
what about the American Com- 
munists reported missing 
At the head of the list of missing 
>is is C. H. Hathaway, former 
tor of the Daily Worker, who 
expelled by the Communist 
■y last Jan. 10, and has not 
a seen since last October. 

*n old-line Red, Hathaway was 

/ i ng the 20 years he served the 
lAimunlst party one of their most 
listed and Influential members. 

A tall, Minnesota-bora Ameri- 


can, he had spent »everal years in 
Russia, and in 1928 was a pupil at 
the OC3PU training school in Mos- 
cow. Ironically, one of hi* teach- 
ers was Gen, Krivitsky. 

He returned to the United States, 
leaving two children in Moscow 
schools. Hathaway was named 
editor of the Daily Worker In 1931, 
and was on the central committee 
of the Communist party, the high- 
est ranking body of the local Red 
organisation. 

He was a delegate to all Com- 
munist International conventions 
in Moscow and was sent on secret 
missions abroad. As a high rank- 
ing Red Hathaway had the ap- 
proval of the OGPU, and he was a 
close friend of Mike Pell, Oeorge 
Mink and other powerful heads of 
Stalin's secret police. 

EXPELLED BY PARTY. 

On Jan. 10, this year, his expul- 
sion from the Communist party 
was announced briefly in the Daily 
Worker. 

After reporters had 
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futile *earch for the former Red 
editor, Hathaway announced on 
n 21 that hi* “expulsion wu 
wMuf table" 

1 "Now, at always, I hare tfce 
rreateai retard and admiration far 
Comrade* Browder, Ford and 
Minor,'* Hathaway said, 

Rli*nf^<An 4>V<.i 1.1. i - _t . i , , . 

v^ti.^uu hUBb lulu mieiserkt 

did not come from Hathaway wu 
promptly voiced by former Corn- 
munlsta. They pointed out that: 
The statement had come from a 
lawyer for the Communist* and 
not from Hathaway himself, 
Hathaway had long been known 
for his dislike for Browder, whom 
he characterized to close friend* 
as a apolitical weakling " 


BELATED lyyonwr rMTV T 
The expulsion took place In 
October. 1940, and was not an- 
nounced until four months later. 
The OOPV procedure In such case* 
is to announce the expulsion after 
the recalcitrant Red ha* conran- 
iently -disappeared.- 
Gustav Torglsr, prominent Oer- 
man Communist, had vanished 
when Moscow announced hi* ex- 
l Pulsion a few year* ago. There 
«are a number of such cuei m 
record* 

Mr*. Hathaway, an active Com- 
munist under the name of "Vera 
Saunder*/ J refused to make a 
statement following' the expulsion 
order, although usually In auch 
eases a confirmed Stalinist de- 
nounces a “traitor.'’ no matter the 
'tlationahip. 

Hathaway, statement was al- 
most a word for word rmHUni 
of Moscow recanting* wtf/po&tOti 
m * de by Christian Sakovaky, 


Alex! Bykov and other Bolsherlka!^* 
who were pursed In 1937. ■>., ' 1,,J 
AQ a n noun ced they ware 
pletely wrong and avowed thdr 
love for Stalin, even though the y 
knew the firing aqad awaited “ 
Hathaway has not beep 

«lnoe last October. Be re 

maUed lettten to Mrs. Hathaway 
iron Los Angeles, 

There are other former pr o ud - • 
neat Communists who have “du-t $ 
appeared fro ns the Red’s natfaoai 1 “ 
office at u K. 13th st. Theae In- 
elude: 

frank Brown, national 
traUve secretary of the COenml- 
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party and one of the key per- 
»oo* in the Amerlcad organization 
He hu been named at a a agent *f 
the OOPU. 

Charlea Derber. chairman of 
control oommlflop of the L-^ 
Croup* This agency, under 4 bwcf 
cc^trol of OGPU operative*, b. 
M it* ta*k the expuJMon and pm*, 
btonent of recalcitrant Commi- 
niate. ^ 

Jack Statchel, national trade 
union secretary of the Coxonarfift 
P and one of the Rede' w 
trusted leaden. 

Vera Tkft V trgsenaj 

mcretary aqd Conner ntrta r far 
the Communist International Jr 
M oscow, , *• ' « * 

It i* known that the 4t*t* p* 
partaent and the P. H L are both 
interested In the whereabout* of*. 
Dcrber and Brown. * f ■! 

One theory advanced jt trim da 
of the late Qem Krtrft*y htbZ 
these alleged OOPU agent* jSS 
have G*t to moment 
where the, wlu change 
and ooattao* (Mir matt***? 
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♦Sfcmf OF KRIVlTSKY’ttST 


New Leader Office Raided— 
Hand of Oflpu Seen 


M«mb?n of the docial Democratic 
Federation reported yesterday that 
during the last week-end t be fed- 
eration office* and the editorial 
room of The New leader, federa- 
tion or ga n , both at 7 l£e*t Fif- 
teenth Street-wer# my*t*riou#ly 
Invaded. 

Nothing of value was taken. It 
w» obvious that #om« on* bad 
opened the »afe in the federation 
headquarter* on the aecond floor of 
the building, apparently In »**rch 
of document*. A email amount of 
money in the tafe wai exposed but 
left untouched. 

In both place* paper* ware teat- 
tered, file* disarranged, book* 
strewn about a* if the intruder* 
thought they might find Important 
paper* or letter*. 

Since neither office would have 
yielded any worth-while loot, fed- 
eration officials seemed inclined to 
believe the visit might have some 
association with the General Kri- 
vitsky case. The general and some 
of his friend* were contributor* to 
The New Leader. 

Victor Rieiel, editor of The N*** 
lAeder, said be thought the vl*1t 

J jftght have been mad* by Ogpd\ 
gent* possibly hoping to find un- 
ubliehed Kri vitsky data. 1 
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'THESE DAYS • By Qeorge E. Solcdtsjcyl 



i 

| Lest there be any misunderstanding, 
T | assert U»st Walter Krivltsky hi i 
* jxen murdere^ 55 tbcra la ample 
} svidence to prove that If he committed 
] euldde, It wee not because he wanted 
to die but because be wanted bis wtfs 
end child to live, end that therefor* 
tveti a suicide becomes murder — u a 
forced suicide must be. 

~ * cit UAL, for ft* - 


The Krmtikj Cue 


eons not known to me but which I can 
reconstruct, the polio of the city o f 
Washington, from the start. failed 
follow ordinary police routines tm- 

suth circumstances, that the FBI. 
In spite of the fact Lhst such a crime 
might be linked to the national de- 
fense, has refused to intervene In the 
case. I call attention to the fact that 
Walter Krivltsky had been of assist - 
sue* to the Btat* Department, the 
FBI and the Dies committee, and 
that certainly the FBI was obli- 
gated to protect him from Stalin's 
gangsters who are operating in Wash- 
ington. the capital of the United B tales, 
a a they operated in Mexico, where they 
managed to kill Trotsky in his own 
house. 

There are many curious factor* to 
the murder of Krivltsky which I shall 
bring out from time to time. But to 
me It is most interesting that the whole 
affair follows specifically an OGFU 
murder, and yet none of our police 
officers In the national capital recog- 
nized It as such, just as the New York 
city police have never been able to un- 
derstand the political significance of 
the Juliet Foyntz kidnaping. Stalin 
ccf ducts a vendetta In the United States 
aid no one pays any attention to it. 

/ Let me ahow the lines of this pat- 
fern: Walter Krivltsky broke with the 
OGPU and published a scries of 
articles in the fiafvrday Xvenrng Post 
and a hook — both of which have stood 
the test of time. They prove Stalin 
to head a world murder organization. 
Krivltsky achieved a certain reputa- 
tion and he Is called down to Washing- 
ton to testily before the Dies commit- 
tie and a Grand Jury: the FBI **td 
V ' the Slate Department utilize his expert 
information. He went to England and 
placed at the disposal of the British 
* government valuable information. Then 
he returned to the United Its tea via 
Cana d a. 

This activity continues until It be- 
comes American national policy to ap- 
■ pease Bo^at Russia, to sen her ma- 
' chine tools which are badly needed In 
, tty country, to permit her to export 
ifbm the United States supplies which 
; find their way Into Germany. Tbs 
moral embargo against shipments to 

tD 1 1 ~ - 1 • I m H #+ ^.4 I _ i s a*_ _ ^ _ j. ai a 

“ »■■■■ s-m«-«a A41 myi<W m UW ltd LCi*t 

that contradicts all-out aid to Britain. 

| Suddenly. Krivltsky la no laager being 
consulted. But he had earned consid- 
erable money and on the basis of bis 


standard of Bring had ample for nev- 
er*! years. He wants to buy a farm, 
to spend his time writing, fanning and 
perhaps teaching somewhere. I have 
made full Inquiries among his closest 
friends and associates and find that he 
was personally cheerful, happy, but not 
optimistic about the future relatione 
between this country and Soviet Russia. 

He had. however, corns warning 
of what would happen to him. Accord- 
ing to my Information a former asso- 
ciate, Paul Wohl, warned him to be- 
ware of a certain OGPU killer 
who was ip this country. Who Is Paul 
WobJ T He bed formerly been employed 
by the OGPU In Europe under 
Krivltsky. He had helped Krivltaky to 
prrpan his writings. He cm set 
himself up as a sort of guide to Kri- 
vtliky. But they had quarreled and 
were no longer friends. Should not 
some one Inquire Into Paul WohTs 
knowledge of the case? How did he 

Iry— sfcout killer? Wbvfv u!u HE 

see the killer? How did the killer get 
into this country? 

In the correspondence which Kri- 
ritaky left behind, the appearance Is 
given that Krivltsky regrets that he 
had exposed Btalln and the Russian re- 
gime. His letter to his wife la made 
to appear to be a retraction. It Is 
given to the press in a translation in 
which this significant sentence Is gar- 
bled: “Good people will help you; 
but no enemies of the Soviet Union." 
Then there Is the admission of trans- 
gression. This Is the usual formula 

day. we witnessed the spectacle of an 
American citizen, Clarence Hathaway, 
humiliating himself. In *»«***>» the game 
manner, ms an apology for his Impure 
to ha obedient to the party stdata 
ko. Krivltsky Is made to appear to W 
repentant. 

But than la a further step. A car- 
tain Wellington Roe appears on the 
scene and spreads the story that he 
met Krivltaky in a restaurant In New 
York and that Krivltaky told him that 
he was about to write a mmiim of 
articles denouncing himself as a fraud. 
Who is Wellington Roe 7 I do not 
know. None of KrlvfUky's friends 
know him. And I am told that his 
address booka do m»t coetaln such a 
name. Krivltsky had many close and 
Intimate friends. He never told them 
that be was about to retract and de- 
nounce himself. But he did ten a 
stranger, a parson whom he casually 4 
meets In a restaurant, that ha ha* such 
a plan! Where does that stranger 
bob up from? What dose ha know 
about all this? What la his past? Is 
the FBI or are the Washington 
police trying to Bad out who Welling- 
ton Roe is end wnei he has to do with 
Kri vi (sky's affairs? 

*o far as 1 can see nothing Is being 
done which conflicts with the appease- 
ment of Btalln, 


SLIPPING FBDH THE 
hi. Y. SUN, 

* TE FEB IS 1941 

FOffXfiDEb i* fe.Y. l>lVibl(JC 



— 




tMm 




THESE DAYS . w George E. S< 


- lfc« queer *i*« «wt *f this 

krlYlteky taee l hn can readily t* 
pusbtd asidt. Ftrhtpe this may best 
be shown In the experience of Louis 
Weidman, KrivUeky*s lawyer. , 

On Monday, February 10, at about 
V.45 F. M- (mark the timel) Wil d m a r 
1 received a notification from the New 
kork police to the affect that a man 
tailed Oloiberf bad committed suicide 
; to • Washington hotel and that the 
' Washington police wanted to get to 
“touch with him, 

' wiidman called Washington and 
,-spoke to Chief Inspector Thompson, 
who told him that a man called Samuel 
Lctcu berg had committed suicide and 
rthat they had found Wsldman's name 
among bii papers. Waldman aaked 
that the blotter be read to him and 
Uhii is the information he received: 
t «At about a-»0 A. It, February 10, 

>•41. WaiUr Porel, alias Samuel Glhs- 
iberg, white, 41 years, New York city, 

* wm found in an unconscious state, cm 
^the be<L In room 552, of the Bellevue 
*'Botel, No. 15 Edward street N. W„ 
,Hy Elma Jackson, colored, of 1315Vi 

* Brown street B. EL, a maid of the 
' above hotel. Walter Feref. alias Sam- 
uel Ginsberg. was pronounced dead at 

* 11 A. M, February 10, mi. by Dr. 
Eli berg of the Emergency Hospital 
staff. Death was due to a fun abet 

■ wound in head. Hotnidul* aquaa and 

I coroner notified, Investigated by De- 
tective fierfeut D. Ouest who has 
possession of gun. Body was removed 
"to a morgue " 

Note that Krivttsky left three kttara, 
one clearly signed “Walter KTivUsky.'' 
The letter, Including that full stgoa- 
ture^Va* addressed to Waldman, but 
t notk^Dg was laid about a letter to 
t Wr/dmao nor that the police knew that 

I ltSrss BCrMtsky who was dead. Why 
wsj this information withheld trom 
i Kriviukys lawyer? Why did the 
1 Washington police wait from • :S0 A. M- 
W until 8:45 F. M. to notify Waldman. 
V concerning whom they had knowledge 

^ fv rtm Urtii T Tvv ariwwn 


The Kritiuky Cue 

tffled the My that the tetter* which 
KrMteky left were shown to tom. 
There were also inaccurate translations 
or the Russian letter addressed to Mrt 
Jtrirltsky and the German letter ad- 
dressed to Suzanne La Fofiette. Wert 
the translations Incorrect from oara- 
I earn eaa or what* Why was the refer- 
wet to “enemies of the Soviet Union*' 
emitted? 

Waldman and Matthews asked about 
fingerprints. They were told that no 
examination had been made of finger- 
prints either on the glass knobs of 
the door to room (11 or on the gus- 
They were told that the gun was cov- 
ered with blood and that therefore they 
did not look for fingerprints 1 have 
been inform sd that glass door knobs 
are especially good for fingerprints, as 
to Mood on a gun. Inquiries were 
msde concerning the bullet. They were 
told that It was embedded to the wall 
and left there. 

Waldman, who had spent lots of ti me 
with Krivttsky, noted that the last 
person who said that he aaw Krivttsky 
was a bellboy who said that be brought 
him sparkling water between 4:30 and 
7 P. If on Sunday. The maid said that 
afar found him at 9:30 A. H oc Man- 
day. Krlvltaky was a chain cigarette 
smoker. Hia usual consumption seas 
at Mast throe packets of cigarettes a 
day. He smoked more cigarettes when 
be was undtr tension. Yet not a single j 
Cigarette butt was found to his room 

when examined by Waldman and the ' 

police lieutenant None ware reported j 
taken away by th* police. Is it poa- j 
si bit to believe that a chain cigarette . 
mnoker. contemplating suicide, writing i 
and reading and ro-roadtog Us tost , 
testaments to his wife, son, lawyer b§d ■ 
literary collaborator, would suddeur 
give up s m o kin g? Is tt apt rather 
be believed that those who wars to the . 
with him realised that the dga- j 


i >• 
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from Krivitsky's letter T To 
J was such a delay advantageous? 

Better still, why was the prose not 
notified ? Krivttsky was a man with 
an international reputation. He had 
put the finger on Bari Browder and 
Nick Dozen berg. He became the mb- 
Ject of national controversy. He had 
j appeared to hearings to Washington 

■ Why did dot the Washington police 

V recognize the as nit and Inform the 
m prom? Or did they recognize the 

V warns T It is noteworthy that the first 
J STiid of the Kririuky murder earn* 

■ froce Nvw York and emanated from 


story to Washington? 

The police k ne w that the 
registered at the Bcltoma 
Foref wac, alas Samuel Obuberf from 
W"- dm imiW| £ stdd id 

carried! But they also ba 
vat bp the name «f Walter Krtvitoky 
tat a letter he left, addrwei 
Waldman and so algnafl 

WakEman arrived to Washington at 
UP.lt He and J. B. Matthew* «tf tha 
Wes eommtttoc want to the 
Zt was My after he had already Usn- 


rette butts might lead to them, and $r:rpjy£ ^pr *7 

cleaned out an the ash trays to rover . v *' 
their presence? f~ m ^ 1 '* 

Either Waldman or Matthews asked rQ r\ n 1ft At 

about the (Soot being bolted on the In- "E F *- U 1 
■Ide, which the polka claimed was toe SyTTYT DIVIS' 

case. Quite apart from the fact that 
there Is mo evidence that the door was 
so bolted, how did the colored maid 
miter toe room at J:tO JL ML? Did 
•he break down toe bolted door? Did 
toe send for the hotel carpenter to rip 
eat toe belted tor T Not at alL Bhe 
opened It with her key- It toe could 
Wker the room at I JO JL Men Mon- 
day, why are the Wakd&ftoc police 


that room be sid e s Krivttsky between 
7 F. M CD Sunday, the latest that any 
one admits to lave aseo him, tod 9: JO 
A. M when he was found by the maid? 

And the coroner said that be was 
dead torn or five hours be for e be was 
fend by the ataKL Bay, 
tMtl^Ki Them 
were ooouptod Tbs mdm 
with Krivtttoy was Jt 
separating walls are fUatj, How J* 
tt that nobody tad tot tost? No- 
body to any adjoining room? How proa 

plctnre tq todna. 
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_l ,tcn v r : that cf gen. u a l~er GT Hpr.'iTSxy, 


Hi.:. TfIITTTc:: if the zcdy yill :e c::e cf the phases of the ties 
ouf i i *i invest i gat ion of krivit sky’s death, thcnas said. 

rv:.i :l a i alh at a va: vinctcn birthday luncheon at faeeaic, n. j. , 

■ - r; T'- r ' e*av T’-'CNAS SAID HE DID NOT EELIE’.T KRIYITSKY HAD 

u i i - - 1 T r T 1 . ALTHOUGH HE V’AS SHOT A HD A GUM LAY NEARBY, AND 


"A. 1 LAY. HAVE PA:.:.LD, I HAVE SEEN UCNDERINC IF IT REALLY NAS 
i.- ] . 7 -i .. ; y # > ■’ "pi- ""ARE T'-'E LAST Or THIS CASE. T V E EI r S 


O'- T! " i_E '.ILL C'-'D! I!’L’E TO INVESTIGATE IT TO THE LIMIT* 

~ A 'TTInG ! ON ' POLICE"; t'NGLEt” T/!e'"c A*SE * TERRIBLY* ALTHOUGH THE 


tovY v'N FOUND AT SlZO A. N. NO ATTEMPT TC IDENTIFY IT V.’AS HADE UNTIL 
5:^5 P. . r; rT .T DIE NOT DC A Cr^PIT^T HOD FTT'-’ED . AS THINGS STAN! 
NON, NO CNL CAN ACTUALLY LE SURE THAT THE EODY UAS KRI VITSKY ' S . * 
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February 23, 1941 

Police Reaffirm! 

Identification j 
Of Krivitsky r 

Thomas Hits Inquiry, 

Wants Dies Probers 
To Investigate Case 






Local police, answering a Diet 
Committee member who was "a** 
•afled with doubts" whether it waf * 
'really Walter Krivitsky 1 * body which 
f was found here February 10, said * 
[last night that positive Identifica- 
tion had been established by finger- i 
'prints, ^ 

Representative Thomas, Repub- 
lican, of New Jersey, said in Pag- 
aalc, N. J„ that Washington policy 
had done a poor job of handling th# 
case. Although he had viewed th* 
body and identified It as Krivitsky, 
he said yesterday, he had since com* 
to doubt his Identification. * 

Lt. George Darnall, head of th* 
police homicide squad, answered th# 
Representative by pointing out that 
fingerprints had been taken from^ 
the body and had been compared 
with those made by Krivitsky when 
he registered last year as an alien. 

The fingerprints of the dead man 
and those of Krivitsky were identl-' 
cal, Lt. Darnall said. The detective* 
pointed out the body had been Iden- 
tified by several persons who knew 
Kthe former Russian *py chief inti- «i 
Imately. 


WadIs 

Ttesaid 
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Body Found In HoteL 

Krivitsky 1 * body was found in the 
ifcjellevue Hotel. He had been shot 
through the head and police listed 
the case as t suicide, before learning 
the real identity of the victim, When 
it was learned that lt was Krivitsky, 
further investigation was made— 
with police closing the case as a 
suicide. 

Representative Thomas made hi* 
charges In a speech before a group 
at a Passaic Presbyterian church, 
the Associated Press reported, H® 
■aid police investigation of the case 
wae •‘probably the worst * * • the 
Die* Committee ever came in con- 
tact with." 

He charged police had told com- 
mittee investigators they were un- 
able to take fingerprint* from the 
gun found in the hotel room be- 
cause lt was covered with blood. 
He said committee investigators 
told him the blood should facilitate 
rather than hinder the taking of 
prints. 

The Representative also said there 
were several discrepancies in the 
Story of the investigation as told to 
the committee by the 


Committee Inq 

the committee "should 
go into the case to the limit" and 
predicted that "you have not yet 
heard the last of the Krivitsky case." 

In New York, Louis Waldraan, 
who was Krivitsky 's attorney, said 
there was no question about the 
Identification. He said both be and 
Mrs. Krivitsky had seen the body 
and were sure of the identification* 

"I took steps to settle any dispute 
before it might arise," he said* *T 
took pictures of the body." 

This, he explained, he had done 
because he anticipated the dispute. 

On one point Mr. Waldman said, 
he agreed with Mr. Thomas: 

‘1 agree that the investigation of 
the case was the sloppiest and most 
incomplete ever conducted.” 

The case was "closed" here with 
the Issuance of a certificate of 
suicide by Coroner A. Magruder 
MacDonald. Asked about Mr, 
Thomas’ statements, Dr* Mac* 
Donald yesterday said: * 

l "So far as I know, there are no 
grounds for re opening the case.i 
,Nothing new has been given me.' 

So New Evidence, Thompson 6a; 

' Chief of Detectives Bernard W. 
Thompson said police had obtained 
no new evidence in the case and as 
far as they are concerned It I* 
closed. 

Mr. Thomas, in his speech, said 
he couldn't “find any evidence that 
the F. B. I. took any pan In the 
investigation of the death of this 
international figure." 
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As ‘Bungled’ 


' Doubts* Body Wm 
That of Ex.Spy : 
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Listed officially by police as a 
"suicide/* the macabre death of 
Gen, Walter G. Krlvitsky, fonner 
Soviet apy chief in western 
Europe, found shpt here February 
10, sputtered with congressional 
repercussions last night w*hcn 
Representative Parnell Thomas 
<R>, of New Jersey . demanded 
that investigation into the case 
be reopened. 



OjjlT ^tlH On, Die* Say*^ 


Representative Martin D i e 
head of the committee, refused j 
to comment on Representative . 
Thomas' remarks, but declared the | 
investigation by his committee of 
the Knvitsky case was definitely 
not at a close. 


I T n jf -ypa j ln p al Angle 


Thomas is a 
Dies Committee. 


member of the 


Wants to Call Hoover 


He told the Ttmes-Herald that 
he will; 

1. Formally recommend that 
the Dies Committee take over and 
reopen the investigation of the 
case when the committee meets 
Tuesday. 


Dies said, ‘There will be other 
very important developments Id 
this case before we close our 
probe.” 

The legislator revealed he was 
now attempting to establish the 
identities of a number of Soviet 
and German spies in this country 
‘These men are dangerous.*’ be 
said, "and even axe baffling our 
own enforcement agencies/’ 


At lack i Police 


Thomas said be will present his 
recommendations when the com 
mittee holds its neat scheduled 
meeting Tuesday morning. 


2. Request that the committee 
Issue subpoenas for J. Edgar 
Hoover, chief of the FBI: , 

Police Superintendent Ernest W | 

Brown and Chief of Detectives \ Thomas, reached at his home in 
Bernard W Thompson, the latter! hew Jersey, charged the FBI with 
t*o to Charge of what he termed j-a-KRIVTTBKY) 

the "bungled * 1 ’ police invesUgk 1 - - ^ — » 


Stating "you have not yet heard 
the last -of the Krivitsky case,” 
Thomas, who identified the slain 
man as Krivitsky when the body 
was taken to the District Morgue, 
said he had discussed the case 
with other members of the Dies 
Committee and was convinced that 

i i f a #Via rtf 

uuuy wuiu M/ vase i/uvvuma 

the mystery surrounding the Rus- 
sian’s death. 

Thomas expressed belief a 
thorough probe of the case not 
only would determine whether the 
fonner O.G.P.U. chief was murd- 
ered or driven to suicide but prob 
ably would develop "an interest- 
ing International* ' angle. 

The Dies committee member was 
caustically critical of the manner 
in which the local police invest! 
gation was handled from the time 
Krivitsky s body was found in i 
room in the Bellevue Hotel, i 
.38-caliber bullet wound in hb 
head, until Coroner A. Magrudr 
McDonald issued the "suicide 
certificate four day later. 


3. Recommend public hearings 
be held to determine why the 
F3J. did not investigate the 
death of "this international 
figure, and to delve into the 
methods used by police in their 
investigation of the case.” 

He added that he is now "as 
sailed with doubts" whether the 
body foy nd was actually that oi 
the former Russian 


"Disgrace/ ' He Say* 


"That was the punkest, mo: 
disgraceful and worst police b 
vestigation the Dies commits 
ever came in contact with 
charged. 


Krivitsky 


f Continued from First Page) 
legligence by not participating in^ 
he Krivitsky investigation and! 
declared the local police gave the! 
punkest exhibition” of lnvestiga* 
ever encou ntered. - ( 
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AWE OF DIES 
DOUBTS VICTIM 
WAS KRIVITSKY 

Rep. J. Parnell Thomas, of New 
Jersey, a member of the Dies 
Committee, declared In Passaic 
yesterday that the committee will 
continue to investigate the recent 
death in Washington of Gen. 
Walter G. Krivitsky, former Rusr 
sian spy* Thomas said he does 
not tpleve Krivitsky committed 
suicrae. 

/n a talk at a Washington's 


Birthday luncheon of the^^ry- 
man’s Club, Thomas critic®* 
police handling of the case. 

the days have passed,” 
he said, 1 have been wonder- 
ing if ft really was Krivitsky. 
We have not heard the last of 
this ease- 

^The Washington police bun* 
gled terribly. Though the 
body waa found at 9 : 30 a. m., 
no investigation was started 
until 5:45 p. m. The FBI did 
not da a complete job fcither. 
As things stand now* . no 
can actually be sure that 
body was Krivitsky's* 
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Ex-Rjuss Office^ 


jSlain I In Mystery 


Police Hunt 1 
For Krivitsky 1 
Murder Link 


U. 5. Army Inspected 
Bomb Invented by 
Victim of N. Y. Crime 


NEW YORK, l"eb. 24 (INS). 
New York police today investigated 
the mysterious slaying of m former 
white Russian army colonel, 
Michael A, Borislavsky, 55, whose 
body was found with a bullet hole] 
through the head last night behind ; 
the wall of a convent in uptown 
New York. j 

Motive for the killing was not 
known, although friends of the 
ilain man disclosed he recently 
had Invented a bomb which had 
been favorably received by the 
United States War _ Department, 
aad that he was engaged inlre- 
■mrch on a new smoke ccntn 
which he planned to submitHo 
Iw&hington. ) 


Weighed m Foand* * ^ 

Ulthoutfh associates insisted i£k j 
wlite Russian officer had "no po^l* 
ti|al affiliation ;* police intensifietf 
their investigation because of the 
Strange death of General Walter 
G. Krivitsky in a Washington hotel 
room just two weeks ago, Krivit- 
sky, who had been hiding from the 
Soviet Ogpu, was found with a 
bullet hole through his head. 

Shot through the right eye.i 
Colonel Bortslavsky, a powerful j 
man, shf feet tall, weighing >00; 
pounds, with the close-cropped 
haircut of the Russian army offi- 
cer, was found lying face down 
against the wall of the convent of 
the Sacred Heart, near 133d Street, 
by Dr, Frederick Zltnan. a pass- 

jjorislavsky, a graduate of t]fe 
military academy in Russia fcjjft 
for^he past 20 years a naturalised 
citizen of the United States, re- 
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'cently had received favorable com* * 
indications from the War De- 
partment on his bomb, accordlnt 
to ails wife! Viora. and was hopi- 


ful of receiving as much as |50Qr 
006 for his invention. * 


1 Held Doctor*! Degree 


The former colonel, who held 
a doctor of science degree and 
also a degree from Columbia Uni- 
versity, left his three-room flat 
at about 5 pm. yesterday for a 
"breath of fresh air/* his wife, 
a hospital worker, said. 

Three and a half hours later, 
Dr. Ziman found him slumpec 
along the convent wall. Assistant 
Medical Examiner Raymond IJ, 
Mitas, who hurried to the scene 
after police were summoned, ru* 
portiid the bullet which had kille 1 
the ilussian had pierced the ri«h £ 
glasi of his spectacles, entered the 
eye, and emerged through the 
back of the head. 

The bullet had ripped through 
‘the colonel's shabby derby, which 
lay about three feet from his body. 
^Police were unable to locate either 
the gun or the bullet. 


No Robbery Indicated 


The ex-army officer, who bor- 
rowed 30 cents from his wife when 
he left his apartment, had only 
1 cents in the pockets of his brown 
Imitation fur coat, but the coat 
was buttoned and there was do 
indication that he had been a 
robbery victim. 

Mrs. Borisiavsky said she did not 
know whether her husband had 
:en carrying any desiims for w 
(vention when he left the apafft- 
(ent. Only some letters writwn 
Russian were found in 
' its. 
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Stalin FoeV-^ j 
Killing Stirs y j 
Hint of Plot j 

BW tntrmattonoi Nev* Strvic* * 

New York, Feb. 24 — Detectives • 
investigating the murder of Col, 
Michael Borislavsky, White Rus- 
sian exile and military Inventor, 
who was found shot to death in the ( 
rear of a convent in upper Man- * 
haltan, today considered the pos- J 
tibilities that international in- » 
trigue may have played a hand, \ 
Borislavsky s death followed that • 
of Gen. Walter G. Krivitsky in a 
Washington hotel room February JO. ' 
.Both men were enemies of Stalin 
1 [and the Soviet regime. 

| CoL Borislavsky’* most recent In- 
vention, an aerial torpedo, had al- 
ready been submitted to the United 
States War Department, \\ 

The inventor'* body was foiled 

sprawled on a sidewalk behind U)e 
convent. Police found the bullet 
which pierced Borislavsky s spec- 
tacles and head and rushed it to the 
laboratory for examination. 

Although they disclaimed knowl- 
edge"^ the case, 11 was reported that 
the FBI is working with detectives. 

Borislavsky war i member of a 
White Russian organization, the ; 
Russian officers military alliance, : 
whose leader* two of whom were j 
slain in Pari* were targets for the 
Soviet Secret Police. He was 55. 

6 feet tall, weighed 250 pounds and 
w»s a graduate of the Russian Mil- 
itary Academy. He had beenl a 
^naturalized citizen of this couni 
Itfor 20 years. 

CoL Feodor Maybohn, the llfi, 
scientist’s partner, said the aerial 
torpedo had been accepted hy^ the 
government and that he and Bon- 
slavsky also had perfected a "smoke 
clearing bomb" that would revo- 
lutionize aerial photography. 

Maybohn said be had returned 
from Washington Sunday night after 
b«ing told the Government had ac- j 

cepted the aerial bomb and was pre- 
pared to pay between $500,000 and 
$600,000 for it He was waiting at 
Borislavsky’i $35 a month apartment 
when police arrived with news of 
the murder, . „„ _ 

In Washington today the War De- 

.. a . j : 1 _ ; J tev IrtintPl- 

parimem. * , — 

edge of Borislavsky** invention 
However, the National Inventors' 
Council reported he had submitted 
a design for an "‘aerial tprpedo" on 
December 1, 1 940. which the coun- 
cil had subsequently found •“not 
necessary to national defense.*! 

Police surmised that BorLslarsky 
hid fought before being sbol to 
dkath. Hus heavy walking stick fcvas 
f< tmd clutched tightly in hit right 
hjpd. 


/9C 


-///«<> -A- 



The flrit Impression vu that he 
had beep robbed, but his fur-lilfed 
m F *^CD2 £ v|i tightly buttoned. Be 
J£d 11 cents and a valuable wafth 
fifhi* pockets. 1 

gThe former officer In the Cisrfi 
army left home yesterday shortly 
after 5 p. m. His body was found 
lying face downward in a pool of 
blood three hours later. 

His wife, prostrated by shock, 
gaid he had received anonymous 
threat* of death three years ago. 

"He received an anonymous warn- 
ing in the TnaH,“ she said. ~He be- 


the Bolsheviks* 

Nicholas P. RybakofT, editor of 
Rossiya, a Russian language news- 
\ paper published in New York, dis- 
closed that his paper had printed 
I several articles by Borislavsky 
1 which were strongly critical of the 
Stalin regime. 

"Although CoL Borislavsky was 
more of a scientist than an active 
politician, he was well known for 
his hatred of communism," he said. 

It was revealed that the slain 

■ scientist's 22-year-old daughter by 
in* earlier marriage is living in 
Liermany, the wife of a Nazi sGl»- 
dieft. Borislavsky also seemed Bo 
havjp been intensely interested fcn 
Na* aviation. His home has mary 
pasted-up clippings of parachute 
tf oot> activities and Nazi air de- 
velopment* 
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Sinislerjntrigne 

Five Dies Witnesses Vanish; 
Were Expected to Name Spies 


Disappearance Follows Mystery Death s 
Of Krivitsky Here, Borislavsky in New York 


rive witnessed from whom Repre- j i!y into hiding in a sparsely set*, 
serftative Martin T>jes hoped to qb - 1 tied section ol Virginia farmland, i 
tail! the nTmel of some of the Axis ; Disappearance of the witnesses 
•pits operating in the United States became known a lew hours after 
hat/e disappeared, the chairman of Dr. Allred. Ernstl Auhagen, de- 
the House Committee to Investigate scribed by the Di^ Committee as 
Un-American Activities, declared leader of "one of the most subtle” 
last night. | Nazi organizations in the United ; 

j They vanished— and thus far are . States, was indicted yesterday by . 
! beyond the reach of Dies invertiga- !, apecial grand jury here on three 
] to rs — since the death in Washington charges of failing to register as a 
t of Gen. Walter (jrTCriviUky, former foreign propagandist 
‘ offic ia l O f T h r^uTsIaYTsecr^ police, j Should he be convicted, he would 
j and the murder in New YVk ten ^ liable to a maximum penalty of 
day<K ago of the Russian CoLV Bori- S j X years in prison and $3,000 fine. 

' j Auhagen’s indictment followed 
All of the witnesses have told at jeveral months of grand Jury in- 
seciei hearings of operations of the vestige tion* which prosecutors said 
OG?U, Gestapo and the Italian WR4 far from completed. He was 
OVRA but have since taken to! arrested at LaSalle, HI-* last night, 
‘heart Implications in the deaths of the Asosciated Press reported and 
Krivitsky and Borislavsky, both of ' WftS released under $5,000 bond, 
whom openly testified before the Auhagen has openly pleaded the 
committee and have gone into hid- Nazi cause ir. America for several 
| inft according to Dies. yea Ip. Sharing the platform with 

if was recalled that Krivitsky, B , £ a rl\ Browder, Jailed Communist 
f e-if hours before his death, wa sj flu* 'University of Virginia 

'preparing to Uke himself and fam-^ See DIES, Page 6* CoJVum 
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|SfCPf3Tf*of Public Affair on July 
0, 1930, Auhagen reproached the 
American public for rejecting com- 
mon interest* with Germany. 

Last September 90 Auhagen was 
seized by Federal officers a> be 
was about to board a liner for 
Japan. Later be testified before tha 
Dies Committee, Witnesses before 
tha committee linked him to/jDr^ 


b German ttice 

; Consul in Jfew York, who was [de- 


scribed as ft is chief in dlisemJhat- 
m * log propaganda. ti 


Frogaafia Mill Charged f 


The indictment yesterdai charged 
that Auhagen organized Ameri- 


gag for im »dnp, 

which ne was naUonal director for 


15 months, “for the purpose of in- \ 
fluencing public opinion In the! 
United States on issues of political 
significance* . | 

To the same end, the grand Jury, 
said, Auhagen wrote article! under i 
hi* own and other names for * 3 Bite 


” the Forum’slorgan, 
and other periodicals, gave lirtures, 


showed German motion pictures and 
“sought to make contacts with tftr- 
Sons capable of lending support to 


the program and policies of the G 
man government. ' * 


I 


In discussing the missing fit- 
nesses, Dies disclosed that Kiivitokj^ 
shortly before his death* was trying 
fjto establish the identity of several 
Ijmen he was certain were OGPU 
(agents. Furthermore, Dies said, 
Borislavsky “claimed" to have 
i known the identities of agents* 

Dies cited the deaths of Krivitsky 
and Borislavsky and the assassina- 
tion of Leon Trotsky in Mexico City 
last year as “examples/* He said 
they were meant to show the fate of 
all informers against Axis secret 
police. 

“Z don’t know whether the ICrlvJt- 
•ky death was a suicide," Dies said* 
“Probably it was, but the im- 
portant thing to bear in mind is why 
did Gen. Krivitsky kill hlmselff I 
believe he died to save bis fsttlly 
and that there is no essential <nf- 
ference, in principle, between his 
death and the famous Moscow *shbw 
trials/ 


“Fallows Pattern* 


*Tn any event the Krivitsky death 
and that of Borislavsky followed a 
pattern familiar all over Europe. 
■ » The OGPU, the Gestapo and the 
OVRA all have the power od life 
and death over their agents." 

Dies said his committee has a 
rather complete story of the opera- 
tions of foreign police in this coun- 
try. All that was needed to pin the 
story down, he said, were names of 
agents which* he believes* the miss- 
ing witnesses would have lupp/ied. 

Trotsky, before his aasassina'fion, 
was to have given Dies certalj/in- 
formation, the chairman stated! re- 
calling that consideration at* one 
time was given to bring Trotsky 
jin to this country as a witness. 

V [I Despite all the obstacles. Dies 
( feid he was certain that the fill 
| igtory of Axis spies in the Unifed 
jjBtates will be disclosed. “It’s ofily 
a matter of time/' ha declared. 1 
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PINS DEATH ON ; 

aami 1 1 nrr ! 

UTOUiAKur 

NFW YORK, March 4,— 'Inter- 
national News Service.^— Declar- 
ing a corrected version of Gen, 
Walter Krivitsky 'a * f suicide " n ote 
Lo~his wife made it *'a typical 
I Soviet-inspired confession/ 1 Louis 
i Waldman. attorney for the late 
|one-time OGPU spy, made public 
copies of the original three death 
notes today. 

vrivitsfcy's body, a bullet 
through the brain, was found in 
a Washington, D, C-. hotel room 
on February 10 — shortly after he 
revealed he was in fear of his life 
from OGPU agents because of hU 
sensational revelations of Qommu- 

«r? i viMrS ) 

Waldman said the new transla- I 
ition of the note in question^ 1 
| written in Russian— corroborates 
;the belief that Krivitsky was 
hounded to death by the OGPU 
'■ and killed himself as part of a 
■ "bargain” to save his family, 

J '“When the note was first made 
public, Washington police omitted 
i four significant words in the 
I third and last sentence of the 
body of the letter/' Waldman 
( asserted, 

[ “The sentence, as first trans- 
lated. read: j 

" ‘Good people will help you but 
no enemies/ " 

“The corrected translation 
makes that sentence read: 

" ‘Good people will help you but 
no enemies of the Soviet people.* ; 

“This is a traditional " Soviet 
confession technique: to absolve 
the Soviet no matter what hap- 1 
jpens, and to blame yourself— as 
Krivitsky did in the very next sen- 
tence: 

• # T think my sins are great/ * 

Waldman asserted he could not 
understand why Washington po- 
lice did not reveal that the body 
was that of Krivitsky since this 
last letter was clearly signed* 


apaptME-NT LOOTED: 

• While Harold A. Schott was at- 
tending his /toother's funeral, 
burglars entered his apartment at 
2026 Foster av Yesterday and took 
Jewelry and Nothing valued at 
42.505. * 1 
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Sabotage Sifted 
l^i Army, Navy \ 
P lane Crashes (> 


Year’s Cnlhei Listed 

Crashes since the first of the 
ytar. according to the unofficial 
airvey, were: ,** 

:jbji 2 — An Army pursuit pline 
fiill near Laredo, Tex., kiliint two 
and a naval bomber crashed -at 
Edinburg, Tex. with one man 
dying. 


Safety Services 
Checked in Loss of 23 
Ships, 53 Lives in '41 


Jan. 4 — A naval transport 


By GRIKFING BANCROFT JR. 

Army and Navy officials are 
conducting searching investiga- 
tions into recent crashes of mil- 
itary airplanes for possible sabo- 
tage, it was disclosed yesterday as 
a survey showed that 23 Govern 
menf| planes have crashed during 
the tat two months* taking 63 
lives]! ft 

Omcials said “every possible 
cause’* is being studied in ii^es 
tlgating the accidents, which Jjave 
involved almost every type of mil- 
itary plane. All data* they said, 
will be used by laboratory and 
training experts to work out 
further safety devices for flying, t 


Toll Relatively Lower 


At the same time, military men 
repeatedly pointed out that while 
the compilation of total recent 
crashes seems high, if considered 
in the light of the great expansion 
of Army and Navy air activity, the 
disasters per flying hour will be 
relatively lower than heretofore. 1 
The crashes have occurred 
throughout the country and in 
Hawaii and Panama, Investiga- 
tions are conducted by local au- 
th^ities In the field who forward 

reports to the War or Navy depart- 

meat. I 

\jhile not disclosing detaj Is of 
any reports, officers said the main 

ru~»c«ithl#» rrt<h rjui&MC. if.iidv 

i APARTMENT LOOTED. 

■ While Harold A. Schott was at- 
tending his /toother's funeral, 
burglars entered his apartment at 
2026 Foster av Vesterday and took 
jewelry and Nothing valued at 
$2,505. * 


plunged into the mountains near 
San Diego, Cal., killing 11. 

Jan, Two Armv pursuits 

locked in midair over Honolulu 
and fell, killing one, anc an Army 
trainer crashed at Barksdale Field, 
La„ also killing one. 

Jan, 7— An Army medium 

bomber fell near Morton, Wrffch., 
with seven dying. L | 

February 3.— An Army Uglier 
lost a wing and fell near Nowth- 
pprt. Long Island* killing one. ’ 

, 4 February 6.— An Army heavy 
bomber crashed near Lovelock, 
F,ev„ eight dying, and two Army 
ji hr suits crashed in midair over 
Panning dale, N. Y. t one being 
killed. 

February II.— Army trainer 
crashed near San Angelo, Tex., 
killing two. 

On February 12 and 13 there 
were four Army pursuit plane 
crashes in Panama, three men 
dying. 

February 18. — 1 Two naval fight- 
ers collided over Pensacola, Fla,,' 
killing one. 

February 21— A long-range 
Army attack plane crashed Inear 
Athena, Ohio, killing two, and a 
Navy pursuit plunged into the sea 
off Norfolk, Va., carrying the pilot 
to death. • 

February 24. — Two naval bomb- 


1 ws [crashed near San Diego, onejat 
sea and the other at land, Jdllf&g 
1 todl T 

February 27.— An Army bomber 
fell Into the sea near Panama, 
with a crew of seven. 
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Crusading Mothers JustLTired'; 
Deny Senate Sit-Down Strike 

Wanted to Replace Glass' 'Union Jack.' 
With American Flag, Court Is Told 


Instead of staging a "sit-down *ly declared the United States 
— should “shoot the hell” out tf the 

disorderly conduct, as charged, i™*“ wer Benator G1 Jk‘ 
members of the “Mothers Crusade prised doubts that the Women 
Against Bill 1776’* merely sat crusaders were mothers, Mrs. miller 
down on the cold stone floor of the said she had a son of draft age 
Senate ,fof flee Building Friday be- and also two daughters. She testi- 
cause tjfcey became “tired” of waitr hed that she came to Washington 
big th«] arrival of Senator Carter at her own expense. 

Glass, *if Virginia, to whom they! when Judge Hobart Newman 
wished to present an American wondered why the women were 
flag to replace the British Union 1 tired when the morning was yet 
Jack, reported displayed in his young, Mrs. Miller aaid ahe had 
office 
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»viet Techni*** 

"IJhe corrected tr*nxl*tU» 
Likes that sentence read: )' 

r ""Dood people will help you bt|t 
i (jnemles ol the Soviet people; 
“This is a ’ traditions! 6ovl*t 
onfession technique: To *b*°lv® 
he Soviet no matter wnst nsp- 
ens snd to blame yourself—ss 
Lrivltaky did in the very next 
entente: 

“1 think my *lns are *re*t. 
The complete corrected text ol 
he letter, which was checked by 
iirs. Krivitsky. reads: 

"Dear Tanya and dear Alex: 

“It is very difficult but I want 
»dly to live, but I must not live 
iny longer. I love you, my only 
mes. It is difficult for me to 
vrite. but think about me and 
•ealize that I must go. Also: Do 
lot tell Alex where his father has 
rone. I believe that in time you ; 
.Will tell him because it will be, 
ession," Louis Waldman, attor- >est for him. Forgive, it » 

— -■ - ■ ;tre otjhi 

be a good mother to him 

riginal three death notes toda y. | ^ w4y ® - 
Krivitskys body, a bullet .JnerNote In German 

"iJso be calm and never 


New Evidence 
Of Murder Seen 
In Krivitsky Note 

Passage Exonerating 
Soviet in Death 
Cited by Attorney 

NEW YORK, March 3— De- 
:laring that a corrected version 
rf Gen, Walter Krivitsky’s *‘«U- 
dde” note to his wife made !it 
4 a typical Soviet-inspired cci- 



te y for the late one-time OGfo j'utt to write. Take care of ^pim 
p y^made Pubhc copies of Ab e I*?** ** * 


^trough the train , was found 
jprawled in a Washington, D. C-, 
kotel room on February 10 — 
portly after he revealed he would 
n fear of his life from OGFU 
igents because of his sensational 
eve)aik>nj of Communist aeUvt 
lea, 

Jpen For New Evidence 

A coroner's jury termed 
leath a suicide but the case 
emains open for any new 
fence that may be found. 


be 

tngi V with him- For ha la i 

icayi so good and so pale. Good 
people will help you, hut no enc- 
odes of the Soviet people* I think 
my sins are great. I see you 
Tanya and A«* ami embrace you. , 

“Your ; 

-WALTERS ! 

The second note. In German, 
was addressed to Suzanne La Fol- 
lette. and the third, in English, 
was to Waldman. 

Waldman asserted he could not 

Waldman said the new transla- understand why 
ad r in r- TBi* n r mies tt un ^- nee did not »ve*\ ^ 

written in Russian tome s was that of ^ 

the belief that RrMstywasi U*t was clearly signed; ^ 


thebeJjei th at Knvitsfcy was ! 
Winded to de&tr bv the^KiPlJ 
usa r killed himself as part o f a 
'bargain'' to save'Tus TaMUyT 
-When the note was first made 
«iblic. Washington police omitted 
our significant words In the third 
Jid last sentence of the body of 
he loiter,” Waldman asserted^ 
•Tm sentence, as first trims- 
tied, read: \ I 

“ ‘Guod people will help you iut 
o enemies.' i 


I 


,jnder instructions of U. 6* 
tOnpcy Edward M. Curran. 
Washington, Waldman «aW, 
prlinnal letters are being held nr 
police there "as part of the «W 
ienee” in the case. 
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JsJt-Frontier Spirit? ^ 

When the former spy who called 
himself “General Walter Krivit- 
sky” committed suicide, we called 
attention to his observation that he 
had come to this State to purchase 
the weapon because it was the only I 
State in which he could buy it. That, 1 
we said, ought not to be. Virginia 
should not serve as an arsenal for 
those who might want to purchase 
arms. 

What we had in mind, of course, 
w r as the possibility that if war comes, 
subversive elements may seek to buy 
weapons to promote a program of 
sabotage. We do not know, for ex- 
ample, what Germany will do in the 
attempted incitation of Bund mem- 
bers to retard the defence program. 
If Hans Habe was correctly informed 
in statements he made in The Nation 
(March 1), the Nazis have suspended 
temporarily their racial antagonism 
toward Negroes and are pursuing 
what they term a “colonial policy/’ 
In some prison camps, they have been 
pampering the French African pris- 
oners. The Reich conceivably mayj 
undertake what we know they cannot] 
achieve through Vii^inia Negroes — 
a campaign of conspiracy to stir that 
minority. Remote as is the pros- 
pect of German success in starting 
any sort of insurrection, we sug- 
gested that the firearms law be 
studied and, if need be, amended. 

; — W e h a ve been much interest ed in 
] the protests that statement nas 


brought. Aside from those persons 
who foolishly ruin their arguments! 
by sprinkling them with 'r ep r oac hes , 
or insults, several intelligent corre- j 
spondents have maintained that the 
right to bear arms is constitutional, , 
and that the exercise of that right j 
still is an essential of self-defence, j 
One writer from a rural district in- 1 
sisted that he had to carry a pistol 
to protect himself from marauders. 
Several correspondents argued that 
any firearms law would hamper the 
law-abiding citizen and would have 
no effect whatever on the criminal. 
Our citation of the comparative 
homicide rate of Virginia and of New 
York, which has a stem anti-pistol 
law, was challenged, though with no 
particularity. 

The issue is not one of the first 
magnitude, to be sure, but the vigor 
with which a few of our correspond- 
ents insist on their right to bear arms 
may have some historical associa- 
tions. Virginia’s Bill of Rights in- 
cluded the familiar provision on the 
right to bear arms, primarily because 
George Mason remembered the Brit- 
ish threats to disarm the colonists. 
In the background, perhaps, was the 
picture of the frontiersman with his 
rifle. Does that frontiersman still 
live in the heart of his descendants? 
We wonder. Some of those who op- 
pose an anti-^pistohtoting” law might 
find it worth w T hile to go behind the 
surface arguments and to see why \ 
j their instincts prompt therTvia—Efi* 
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Police Bungled'" 
Kiivitsky Probe, 
FBI Convinced 


Columnist Quotes 
| Officials' Comment 
On Handling of Case 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
officials are convinced Washing- 
ton police bungled Investigation 
of the mysterious death of Walter 
Krivitsky, Leon Pearson, Times- 
Herald columnist, declared In a 
radio broadcast last night. 

Krivitsky, former chief of Soviet 
Military Intelligence in Western 
Europe, was found shot to death 
In a room of the Bellevue Hotel. 
February 10, After considerable 
furore Washington police classr 
fled the death as suicide. 

At Odds Since 1929 

JPearson, who spoke over statin 
tfpL, said the FBI and the loSal 
pcftice department have been at 
odds since 1029, ■ when the twp 
prnice units clashed over Invest 
gation of the McPherson case. 

First evidence of police “botch- 
ing” of the Krivitsky case came 
in the hotel room itself, Pearson 
quoted the FBI official as saying. 
He referred to a hotel maid who 
cleaned up Krivitsky ’s room before 
police arrived at the scene. 

"Any efficient police force would 
have a standing agreement with 
all hotels, that whenever an Inci- 
dent of this kind occurs, the scene 
should be left untouched," the FBI 
officer declared, according to Pear- 
son. 

Failure to run down clues at- 
tached to the missing death bullet 
and the suicide notes, were two 
other instances of police ineffi- 
ciency pointed out by the FBI, 
Pearson said. 

Pearson said he asked the FBI 
official if he believed Krivitsky 
had been murdered. 


Doubts of Public 

“He refused to go so far” the 
columnist reported. "He did make 
the point quite strongly, however, 
that he thought it a mistake to 
handle such cases In such a way 
that the public would have doubts 
about the findings of the police. 
Anri he believes the public do«j 
have doubts In this case ” It 

"Ip other words," Pearson coni 
tinued, "it was not handled eJl 
pertfV enough to satisfy everybody ' 
beyond a reasonable doubt, that 
Krivitsky had committed suicide " 
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j I.K.P. Seandpbou 

iEipionage Revnled to -Reporter 

Betty Fraser, pretty reporter for the Ottawa Journal, was 
revealed yesterday u the girl to whom Ivor Goeenko, at- 
tached to the Russian Embaaej, told the fantastic story of 
espionage. According to the Journal, Goeenko and his 
wife are now in protective custody. 



10, INI. created an tnieraaUonal, 
mystery which baa never been 
cleared up to the satisfaction of 
anyone concerned. 

“ KriviUky was found shot to 
z death in his room in the Bellvue 
i HoteL Although a AS caliber cu- 
. tome tic and three suicide notes 
• were found in the room and the 
4 case was dismissed as •elMestruc- 
tion by local police the dearth of 
— ih e former OOFtJ agent retains 
an air of mystery to this day. 

It was considered significant 
that Krivttsky was dead after 
he had revealed the secrets of 
Soviet espionage throughout the 
world in testimony before the 
Di<« Committee and In a ferles 
of m*g*rinfi articles. 

HU attorney, Leo Waldmsb, 
contended that the. suicide notes 
were forged. Others, pointing out 
Oat In one at the notes, Krivttafcy 
stated be did not "want to die," 

: contended that the renegade So- 
viet secret. agent had been bound- 
death .toy bis former 
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^ Russian Suicide He re Linked] 
Wo Cana da Sp y Disclosures? 1 

— , j _y » 


Ffb 20 G«. Today** disclosure* Indicated 

s&twstrs 

Levitt intelligence »g*nt In western lhe w|r 

fCuToat - wh o died nuf *^* 1 *- 111 Krivitsky forecast the Ru*so- 
WS^ngto p'tiTrMrwa* unofficia l- Omnn alliance In written 

w -nn-kwHodav wi th ttr wm» 5 - la tbe United SUU» before ' * ** 
SrST TSeln Canhqa - war, Ha Bed Franca la 19M *« 
^;iTj »^r^^i»cloid that la- the United State* because, he said, 
formation given to the Royal Soviet agent* were following tainr 
Canadian Mounted Police bar Kriv- l B both Canada and the United 
jltaky several year* ago wa* Inval- SUte* he reported at various times 
■able in the investigation of the that Ruailan agenti were ahadow- 
ploL ‘ fog him, . , . 

1 Several year* ago Krivitsky hid Meanwhile, counsel * or „ two 1 ?! 
here for three month* under police the 13 person* held by tbe Mounted 
Protection. He feared an attempt Police here Indicated they would 
would be made to -liquidate" him move soon to release their clients 
for bis public disclosures about the griton Corroborate* Byrnes i 

Soviet spy system. Birmingham, England, Peb. *0 

KrivlUky vu found ahot dead am. — Prof- M L. £ Oliphant, Brit- 
in • room at tbe Bellevue Hotel, physicist who worked on the 
IS E it. dw., Washington, on Feb- atomic bomb, aaM today that knowl- 


Inury 10, 1W1. The case was ofli- edge of one of the final vUges of 
tdallv listed as suicide, but bis yj C bomb's manufacture was wlth- 

»* ■* . at a . fT_ ti g tt.tu fnAtM 


many lisiea ax fuiciar, me owwiut > i 

family and friends mainUlned that held by the United SUte* from 
Krivitsky whose real name was Briton* who ahared In Its prepara- 
Samuel Ginsberg, was murdered. Uon. , ^ j 

— Informants said that the tofor- Confirming United State* Secre- 
mation given by Krivitsky was tsry of SUte Byrne* statement qf 
brought up to date by Ivor Gosen- Tuesday that Uje.homto'* oecrwt rfc- 
ko the young Soviet epAalsy em- mains with the United Stste^Oli- 

* azss, jwrrfwsrss; 

to^SuiRB waiari- -.--a r 1 H 
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Krlvitsky ! 
Slain , Says 


ru 


nmhgrc 


Hotel Death Here 

Was Ruled Suicide 

WESTMINSTER McL Dec, 
20 (INS)— Whittaker Cham- 
bers declared today that Gen* 
WaltejL Kriyiiskj , CotfTmu- 
nist underground leader, was 
murdered in Washington in 
1&*1 because he had broker 
With the Soviet Union* 9 
Chambers, In an interview at 
his Maryland farm, disclosed that 
for more than a year he sheltered 
Krivitsky's widow, Tonla, and her 
son, Alekr because they feared 
they had been marked for Red 
vengeance* 

Krlvitsky perished of i bullet 
wound in a Washington hotel 
room. Police officially labeled the 
case suicide. But Chambers in- 
sisted that Krlvitsky was slain by 
Communist agents* 

Tells of Farts Attempt . 

Chambers, central figure in the 
current Communist espionage 
case which has resulted in indict- 
ment of Alger Hiss, former State 
department official, told the Bal- 
timore News-Post: 

"Krlvitsky was my friend* I am 
certain that he was killed by 
agepfe of the Red under grou/d. 
Befrjre he was murdered in With- 
lng^n there had been an Jab 1 
tenlpt to assassinate him 4 in 
Paris/’ ; 
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Chambers, former senior editor j 
ot Time magazine, said Krttttsky j 
an "old Bolshevik" who \»ok 
part In the 1917 revolution nd' 
be^pme an officer in the Bad arrfy | 
in iSiO. Later, Chambers wsai on, j 
Krlvitsky was named head of the \ 
Communist underground in west* I 
era Europe. * i | 

Second Bed Murder Dtsdaeed I 

Unfolding the afiviUkj iiuj ■ 
further. Chambers declared: I 

"Krivitaky’s second in command | 
was a man named Ignmtz Reiss. I 
who became disillusioned and de- 1 
cided to break with Moscow. Reiss ] 
showed Krlvitsky a personal letter I 
he sent to Stalin, which began: I 

* 'To the murderer of the Krem-I 
i lin’s cellars— I am returning myS 
■ decorations and resuming my Hb* 

! erty of action . . / 

I "A short time after Reiss sent 
the letter to Stalin, Reiss was mur- 
dered. 

Fled W America 




"Krlvitsky. now also disillu- 
sioned with communism, became 
a marked man. Be decided to flee 

I America* 

"An attempt to assassins 
as made at the Gare du Nl 


»• ■ Km i t tA 
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train for a Preach port ? | 
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Chambers 
Hid Family 
Of Krivitsky 


I 


Whi Maker Chambers, top _ wit - 
ness In the current Communist *py 
in vestigation, declared yeslerJa y 
be TadhlddTn the widow and ~ian 


of for mer" Red A rm y Gen. Waite r 

riTV* 


C^KriviUkv on his Mar yland . 

laffifnr^mnr^ than i vyr. j 


•Ge neral Krivitzky. former R ed 
Spy who turned Stabn-haier^tnd 


r.n.» rni-'"' “•»« 

, ,*Hot to dealhJn the gelle'-ue Ho tel: 

0)6 mominE ol febnianf 

ljpiflTT I 

W hile his death was officia lly 
l iated as a suicide fay Washingto n j 


POI ice and Coroner j \ Al agrmier. 
M acilonaid. Chambers/said j 
day he vas “convincgd'Ltha 


“murdered ft y 


: it --:-r hil b^f-n 

flammiinist aeciili.” There ,, 

been a previous attempt on rnsii 
life. Chambers said - | 

Wrote About Red Spies f- 

d CrKdtrky had written magaz ine 
pr t icl es on ia n es p j on a jge and 


h ad toldthe (Diesi C^mmitlee^o n; 
Un-American AcUvitirS fll ftlflijn 

■ - ijr ■ — ■ 


*emu liiihc ljnii£<L£Vfiltfs Aa”> u 

an d Naw . J 

Chambers’ statements were made 
In-an interview with the Baltimore 
News-Post, published yesterday. 
The interview was at his farm, near 
Westminster, Md., where micro- 
film evidence of stolen Govern- 
ment documents, hidden In a 
pumpkin, was recently given by 
Chambers to investigators of the 
Un-American Activties Committee, j 
T imbers gftid his family an d* 
t te KriviU kvs had hernmr Quite 
^Trt^djv because both be andffn-L 
yv ltsky. who^bad cnanged h is nan e T 
i nsDUTE^jn l ^lBl h a d . 
T) hrbk f T 1 with tfc ^ommiipists. ~ j 
> Fearing that Mrs. Krivitsky and f 
son also bad been marked for: 
<J«eth by the Red underground in: 
Xja erica/* he told the News-Post, \ 
f I. took them In. Her entire fam-l 
£y had been wiped out by the 
VUds In Europe, and s h s we eded 
someone to help her,** 1 


o 



Mr. tfohr_ 


&r a Tear 

9tfter they spent more than 
year on a farm he previousl] 
owned and on his present on 
without any attempt against th 
they left, Chambers added, but 
w$uld not say where they are 
liking now. 

Chamber* de scribed Krivitsk y 

a r so o ld Bolshevik^ who joine d 
In the 1917 revolution, became an 
A rmy olficer in ltefl. aniTlatcr was 
l ujiTieta bead of the Commun ist 
und erground in western Eu rope, 

Af ter fee Vote "with the Com - 
m pnlstsTyrivltsky fled to Hollam d, 
ai fl "decided To come to this coun - 
t ry. In Paris, while waiting otT a 
at ation platform for~i boat frtiip o 
h* ,y» flrctf onjy 


Mr. Pennington^ 
Mr. Quinn Tamn: 

Mr. Ngsj 



N R VP agents under the eyes^ of 

W»»nnH rh,mh*r« yiri 


I 


Kfivltsky told hi m. 

Finally Judged a Snkftde 


2>uring the police investigation 
i nto the Krivitsky sn o oting, unro - 

a a 


Jnc 

H er Mac Do nald first Issue 
ti de certificate 


.roualnl.nr^^t/^irilikv 


Mid they btlltvcd he was iSSQ ISl- 
Bunina fcr^tpolice: 

A .inf tn H« wif TnnTV and 


i gppgKM ! 

f possible .** 

t J>n October U Inspector 
nard W. Thompson, chief of di 
teetlves, announced, "Now, as 
fore, we are convinced 
Krivitsky killed himself,** and 
dosed. 
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25 Years Ago , a Soviet Master Spy Wa s Shot He 
— Some Called It Suicide, Others Cried Murder : 


By Flora^lLewi * , 


W»*htn*toB Stiff Writ*** / . f 

T HE MAID found the body it *:30 
Monday morning, Feb. 10, HKi, 
when the went in to clean up the room. 
She opened the door with a passkey 
that hung to the hall linen closet and 
MW the man’s feet and legs on the bed, 
lying the wrong way round with the 
feet toward the head of the bed. He 
was wearing trousers and aocka, ao she 
went on in to ask wnat time ah* could 
come back without disturbing him. He 
didn't answer. 

When the police sergeant came about 
half an hour later, the maid, Thelma 
Virginia Jackson, 21 r told him: “So 1 
walked on over to the bed and looked 
and I saw he had blood all over his 
head . . . Then I saw he wasn’t breath- 
ing. * ” 

It was a modest description A 130- 
graln mushroom bullet, the kind with a 
•cooped head to make a larger wound, 
had been fired from a .38 automatic 
at close range. It had torn through 
the man’s brains from the right tem- 
ple to below the left ear, leaving a 
bele the size of a substantial potato. 
The bullet was lost aomewhere in the 
hotel room wall. The dead man was 
■light, gray, unprepossessing, fully 
dressed apart from shoes and Jacket. 
There was nothing about him or the 
room that looked important: a brown 
canvas satchel, a photograph of a boy, 
three notes written respectively in Eng- 
lish, German and Russian. Tbs gun, 
covered thickly with drying blood, lay 
•n the floor. 

A Genteel Setting y ' 


W& 


!/■ 


Det. 

He 


AOgUtt 

m yde the ro utine possession a r*t id aa t j , 
ty checks, aent for the morgue wagon 


aw) frd ft t h e hotel staff to clear up t he 
mesa. 

The death of a guest la always an 
embarrassment for a hotel, and H was 
all the more Jarring in the genteel but 
modest atmosphere of the Hotel Belle- 
▼ue, 15 E at. nw. 

JTha .dey d man was not kiuuuLJlJfre 
Bellevue. He had come in only the 
afternoon before and had 'done or safe! 
■uthtag tern ark able except to die. It 


JLBUiC Ciicpi UJ die. 

•eemed such a typical transient tragedy 
that the police were not even intrigued 
by the discovery that he had registered 
under the name of Walter Foret but 
carried in his pocket a formal affidavit 
Identifying him as Samuel Ginsberg, 
bom in Russia in 1899. 

The note in English was to an en- 
velope addressed to Louis Waldman, 
205 Broadway, New York. Accustomed 
to misleading botel registrations and 
probably thinking little of it, Washing- 
ton police wired New York police ask- 
ing them to inform W’aldman of the 
death of Samuel Ginsberg and to re- 
quest instructions for disposal of the 
body. 

A Hunted Spy 


He immediately identified Ginsberg as 
Walter ithvltsky, formerly * ah *ef wf 
Soviet military Intelligence in Western 
Europe, a master spy who had known 
many secrets, curried against Stalin and 
■pilled a few, been marked and hunted 
since by Soviet agents. 

More than once Kxfvitsky had said to 
Waldman, who was his lawyer, *If ever 
I am found dead and it looks like an 
accident or auicide, don't believe it. 
They are after me. They have tried 
before." Waldman knew that the dead 
man had said the same thing to seve ral 
ot hmr— -w 



The Washington Daily News 

The Evening Star * 


New York Herald Tribune 


N ew York J ournal-American . 

New York Daily News 

New York Posl 


TVTALDMAN RECEIVED the polic e 
▼ - ell! VSkt afternoon. That broke ft. 


The New York Times 


The Baltimore Sun 


The Worker 


gEGJfr 


The New Leader 


1 Journal 

The National Observer _ 
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An obvious case of murder + i fr i i i if - 
WULiuded. Ha flew to Washington 
/and demanded in FBI investigation. It 
was refused. He asked for the homicide 

di vision 1 ! / He. It WO Ha went 

to the Bellevue to look at room 532, a : 
sfliijfle' iuom furnished 5brtA narrow 
twin beds, dresser, deA, dialx and a 
reproduction of a forest acene. The 
police aaid the door had been locked 
from the inside. The maid had not laid 
whether she tested the door or not, only 
that she had stuck her passkey in the 
hole and opened it. 

The window, overlooking what was 
then a jumble of shacks and is now a 
parking lot, was open a few inches. But 

it was the fifth floor and there was no 
ledge or fire escape by which anyone 
could enter the room through the win- 
dow 

JThe lock on the door was not auto- 
matic. Even with the latch abut. It 
opened easily to a passkey and was > 
the - »n a d ». type that probably Would 

h ave open ed to almost an ything. In - 
cflHltflg I sturdy toothpick. 

Neighbors Both Sides 

T he SUITE to the left of Krivltsky's 
room and the room to the right 
bad been occupied. The walls and 
doors are not thick. Sometimes hotel 
residents complained of hearing every 
telephone conversation, every snore 
and snort of their neighbors. 

There was no silencer on the gun 
found beside the body. Yet no one 
in the hotel said he had heard a shot 
between the time Krivitsky arrived, at 
3:49 p. m. Sunday, according to the 
register, and the time his body was 
found Monday morning. The police 
aur genn . pla ced the probable ifm» 
death at about 4 a.m., a quiet hour 

when there are few other aounds to 
muffle a s hot _ 

~ no one knew of any calls or Visitors'" 
for the man In 532, though the hotel 
ia big enough for people to come and 
go at normal hours without attract- 
ing notice. From the time he entered 
his room until he was carried away 
to the morgue, the only evident ac- 
tivity of the man in 532 as far as the 
hotel staff knew had been to order ! 
a bottle of club soda. 

A bellboy took it to him, went down- 
stairs with the dollar bill offered in 
payment and went back up with the j 
change. That was between 6 30 and 
7 Sunday evening. 

Randolph Thompson, 29, the bellboy, 
told police when asked if the man ap- 
pea re d 4eepondent T 'He ap pe ale d < o 


me to be Just like all foreign people, 
qiiiei tncT solemn ” John VaaM»-Ui«l- 
aon, 30, the elevator operator, Mid to 
the nine question, "He seemed to be 
just like anyone else would be M 
There was no sign of a acuffle in 
the room and nothing appeared to have 
been removed or disordered. 

A Trotsky Parallel 

I N ADDITION to Waldman, most of 
KrivUsky’s friend* and a number 
of other people who knew of him but 
had not met him made immediate 
public statements of their conviction 
that he had been murdered by the 
Soviet secret police. 

Mrs. Leon Trotsky, widow of the 
revolutionary leader who had been 
murdered in Mexico the summer be- 
fore, declared: "Krivitsky’s death was 
not a suicide. That suicide theory is 
just one" ot the OGFU'a many schemes 
to attempt to cover up its murders. 
Stalinists, for example, tried to make 
the first unsuccessful attempt on Trot- 
sky appear as self-assault” 

Alexander Kerensky, head of the 
ahort-lived Russian government that 
overthrew the Czar and fell to the Bol- 
sheviks, laid in New York: “I am sure 
it was murder . . . If it was not a 
murder, -then it was a suicide pro- 
voked by a direct menace. I under- 
stand that they bad been menacing 
his son, whom he loved dearly. 1 ' 

KriviUky’s widow had no doubt that 
her husband had been killed. Suzanne 
L aFoJIlette, a close friend to whom the 
note in German was addressed, said 
that Krlvltsky had previously been ap- 
proached by three OGPU agents. “One 
of them told him to stay out of the 
midtown area of New York If he 
didn't want to get into trouble. The 
man said, *We work In threes snd 
we*ve been on the lookout for you 
constantly. 1 M 

A Newspaper Flurry 

A LL THIS was prominently pub- 
lished in Washington, New York 
and other major newspapers for a day 
or two after his death. For about ten 
dajs more, Hearst papers and various 
columnists who regularly called atten- 
tion to Communist activities gave spec- 
tacular reviews of Krivitsky'i dra- 
matic story and echoed the demand 
for an official investigation of his 
death. Several newspapers and colum- 
nists sympathetic to the left counter- 
attacked with fierce mockery at the 
suggestion that Stalin's arm reached 
to a Washington hotel room. 

But nobody did anything; there 
hasn't jqt ich to be done. K nvjtsky w as 
found dead on Feb 10, UmT t>n June 


. Nazi Germany iniadfd-. 
Soviet Union. On Dec. 7, the Japan 
bombed Pearl Harbor and the Uni 
jfcUUA -and Russia soon becaau~tU 
Few people wanted to think furt 

* fri those m onths about the wlfsUl 
_©ne strange and difficult man. 

1 But he had been an extraordin 
5 man, Kii life also was exiraordir. 

• Its secrets enmeshed with the ugly 
crets of a world in venomous strug 

Now, a quarter of a century a 
ibis death, the FBI files on Krivii 
and those inherited by the CIA ren 
Sealed, as are Moscow's files. In r 
that is probably because they iden 
Agents and double agents who are 
Active or might turn up again. 

Mostly, though, it must be bees 
the things in which Krlvltsky was 
broiled cast a long, unpleasant sha 
that has not yet blurred painle 
with history. On the contrary, 1 
has sharpened outlines that were h 
lessly confused when Krivitsky l 
and died. 


A Period Illuminated 

r [E WAY the world has gone 
unraveled some of the myi 
•round the man with his head b 
to pieces on a hotel bed, and Krivit 
mystery holds clues to larger ric 
If there is still no certain soU 
there is enlightening evidence ir 
case about a period and a kin 
mentality that spawned some oi 
aching problems of today. In li 
ington’s bland reaction at the 
lay also one of the keys to its 
travails. 

One way or another* the traged: 
be traced with a certain logics 
evitability to Krivitsky’s life and t 
His name at birth was indeed Sa 
Ginsberg What be first aaw oi 
world was the dusty lethargy o 
am all town of Pod wo Jocryska, Ru 
ruled when he was born June 28, 
Polish between the great wars anc 
of Russia again after the shift i: 
land's borders following World Wi 
Jews in such small towns 
pressed warmly together against * 
tile, heavy-handed world, a life i 
melancholy and abrasives to si 
the wits of those who had them. 5 
ka Ginsberg did. Sensitive, keen 
ed, alert, he grew into a sligl 
wiry chiid, independent, passic 
eager to throw his meager 
against the oppressiveness of the 
he aaw. 

Later he wrote: +, At the age 
I had entered the working-class 
ment. It was a half mature, hal 
lsh act, I heard the plaintive mi 
pf-wr mitering race mingled*** 

* tongs of freedom. j j j 


t 


•But in 1917, I was ft youngster of 
1 07 and Ok Bolshevik RevoluA ku Tapir 
to me as an absolute solution of all 
problems of poverty, inequality, inius 
tice, I joined the Bolshevik Party with 
my whole soul. I seized the Marxist 
and Leninist faith as a weapon with 
which to assault all the wrongs against 
which I had instinctively rebelled. 1 ' 


Behind'Uiiefr Saboteur 

I T WAS NOT an idle metaphor Like 
many of his comrades, Ginsberg 
took a revolutionary name — Waller 
Krivitsky — and became a serious fight- 
er, tough, guileful, uninhibited by any 
other ties in devotion to his cause. He 
was worth more than the gun he 
carried. 

Jn the Russian civil war that fol- 


lowed the revolution, he was sent be- 
hind the White army’s lines in the 
Ukraine to organize sabotage, intelli- 
gence, resistance at the enemy's rear. 
He so distinguished himself at these 
guerrilla tasks, which he called “mis- 
sions of a revolutionary 'military .char- 
acter," that at the conclusion of the 
war he was sent to the Red army’s gen- 
eral staff courses and assigned to mili- 
tary intelligence. 

It was still the proletarian-style army 
of Trotsky’s creation without formal 
rank, and Krivitsky’s position of Korn- 
brig (commander of a brigade) did not 
entitle him to be addressed as general, 
though it was the equivalent of brig 
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(commander of a division), the equiva- 
lent of major general 
But his assignments were always 
“revolutionary-military." with emphasis 
o n. the Jorp ier. though in a 
practical way without much windv 
oratorr or -feverish agit ation. Ev en 
•ueu' propaganda was part of his job, 
he was the organizer, the arranger of 
deals and coups, not the spouter. 


Hif Arct 


technician in revolution came in Ger- 
many in 1923. Lenin thought the Bol- 
sheviks could not survive without an- 
other major industrial country as 
partner, and he thought that Germans, 
despoiled by inflation and fuming with 
anger at French occupation of the 
Rhineland were ripe for revolt. 


It was a devastating miscalculation 
for the German Communists, who were 

.1 1 «... .1 — 1 a 1 — 

cru&fieu. jaui me aiutrui ,n,.i j vjvaiwjr uclci- 
mined to save something from the 
wreckage. Out of the organization built 
to make a German revolution, he creat- 
ed an extensive network of reliable 
agents. 

Despite many later disasters, the 
roots were firm enough to prmriria fcnp- 
l^V^f 1!J diligence irom the German 


high command throughout W orld Wa r 
It— iWrrffi-oropt and efficient 1 Ulks ifie 
system that there were times when 
Soviet commanders at the front must 

V.oa »/vaa 1 1 tn-A klniAtt iilniillat'iAAiTtlv 
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the disposition and attack orders sent 
from Berlin to the Nazi commanders 
facing them. 

Revolutionary Romance 
r|“iH ROUGH GUT THE twenties, Kri- 
X vitsky moved surreptitiously from 
Moscow to France, Holland, Switzerland, 
Italy and Austria. He had not gone 
unnoticed when he tried to organize ft 
Red German army, however, and in 
1926 he had to hide out from the Ber- 
lin police in the Soviet Embassy for 
two months. After that, he dealt with 
the German network mostly from the 
periphery. 

Iii Vienna at one point, he met an- 
other Soviet revolutionist, a striking 
blond named Antonina Porfirjeva. She 
was from Leningrad (St, Petersburg 
when she was born there Feb. 18, 1902) 
and as different from Krivitsky as the 
sparkling Russian north from the 
heavy scented, swarthy south. 

He w r as the intense, electric-minded 
intellectual She was the broad 
cheeked, sentimental Slav, to him the 
sturdy all-embracing *ou] of v? other 
Russia. They shared their devotion to 
the Soviet cause and it was not neces- 
sary to sort out whether ideology 
counted a little more for one and 
proud patriotism for the other, since 
the two urges fused for both in glow- 
ing satisfaction. 

In 1926, they married in Moscow 
The marriage register gave his name 
as Walter Krivitsky. The Ginsberg 
past far behind him. The reality 
was the revolutionary. 

Necessity made it an intricate and 
shifting reality. They lived in many 
places under many names, carried 
many different colored passports. 

Gnce, XfiviUky told a fnend much 
later, he was traveling north from 
Rome on an Italian train. He was en- 
gaged in obtaining for Russia the blue- 
prints of a new Italian submarine. 
The task took over a year and many 
trips, but was successful in the end 

Extractors of the highest secrets 
must be highly secretive. An old ac- 
quaintance happened to see Krivitsky 
on the train and greeted him for what 
he was, a good and long-standing 
friend. "I just stared blankly at him," 
Krivitsky said, “as though I didn't even 
speak his language /* 

He had learned to perfection all the 
arts of espionage, including the sup- 
pression of instinctive little human re- 
actions and total attention to detail, 
which are the hardest. Such well-tem- 
pered armor is bound to st eel Ihe m an 
insiae, as well. 
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T HAT HARDNESS helped as Krb 
sky unavoidably noticed the v 
f reality was shifting inside the Sov 
t Union, He wrote later wit£ cold 1 
savage contempt of the way Sta 
maneuvered the Red Army into s 


porting the vicious collectivizat 
drive of the thirties and the ini 
purges of Old Bolsheviks. 

Krivitsky* always knew what 1 
p rwnft nn. -p artly because of^hjs j> 
tion and partly because of his mint 


taut pre cision instrument that c 

spring to understanding ita . 1 

devious manipulations at a nudge i 
the simplest, most trivial-seeming f 
“I saw from him how a master 1 
j mind works” his American lav 
Louis Waidman, recalled later. Si 
day we were coming back from 
Island on the ferry after an imm 
tion hearing. Krivitsky was reading 
papers. The headlines were full o; 
gotiations going on in Europe for 
lective security against the Genr 
"It must have been late 1938 or e 
1939. He didn’t pay much attentio 
the main news, but suddenly wa 
the back of the paper he saw a 

V 1* J «».. 
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excited. 

" 'Look at this/ he shouted. Th 
going to be a war. Stalin will r 
against Poland/ 

“The item/ 1 Waidman contir 
“was a dull little bit about the us 
old films from the 1 919-20 Russo-Pi 
war in the new training course foi 
Red Army. Krivitsky aaid it m 
that secret preparations had sU 
/nr ■ g/) V i£t move on Poland and 
Red Army soldiers were being i: 
| lously accustomed to consider I 
as the obvious enemy. It seemed 
solutely preposterous at the time/' 


1 


A D Itjpoficinnj Order 

F ROM WHAT he said afterv 
Krivitsky's soul no doubt squii 
with disappointment and distast 
many things he saw and foresaw 
Russia all through the bewilde 
thirties. But he believed in his c 
and he was trained to serve it wit 


question. 

It distressed him when, in Decen 
1936, a time when Hitler was dum 
Communists in concentration c< 


and Moscow was publicly acourinj 
world for allies against German; 
be told that his espionage netwoi 
Germany must be leashed. Mo 
and Berlin were on the verge c 
agreement, he was told, 
must^ be d one to upset 
he obeyed.* 


and nol 












It was in September, 1935, that Krivit 
sfty tSlSffiished himself as chief "of 5o- 
viet military intelligence in Western 
Europe. He had offices in Fans, agents 
everywhere, and made his headquarters 
comfortably in The Hague, where he 
posed as an Austrian dealer in rare 
books. His wife Tonya and small son 
Alek, bom not long before, accom- 
panied him there, Outwardly, he led 
the roving but placid existence of a 
collector of handsome, interesting, 
harmless old volumes. In fact, it was a 
life with sudden bursts of frenetic ac- 
tivity. breathless dashes from city to 
city, excruciating periods of enforced J 
waiting, and always nagging worries. I 

A Literal Giver 

S OON AFTER he settled in The 
_ Hague, Krivi tsky got his first lead 
on what was to become a major espio 
nage coup and old books became not 
only the cover for a spy but themselves 
a repository of secrets. 

Germany and Japan, he learned, were j 
secretly negotiating an agreement that j 
would mean war in the Pacific as well 
as in Europe when the moment came. 

It was of vital importance to the Soviet 
Union, not only because of the military 
meaning of possible war on two fronts 
of its vast territory but also because 7 
Stalin himself was secretly seeking an : 
exclusive agreement with Hitler. t 

JCrivitsky’s performance was a mas- ; 
terpiece of intrigue. The German Japan 
ese talks were so secret that not even 
the German Foreign Office knew they 
were taking place. It was not possible 
to penetrate them from the German 
side, However, the Nazis had succeeded \ 
in_breaking— or perhaps stealing— the 
Japanese diplomatic codes. 

Krivitsky managed to buy the codes 
from the SS, though without of course 
explaining how Soviet intelligence 
meant to use them. They were smug- 
gled out of Berlin in a valuable early 
edition of Francis Bacon, secretly de- 
faced with markings to indicate the 
coding keys. 

Then Krivitsky’s agents in Berlin got 
hold of the full file of the Japanese 
negotiator’s cabled reports to Tokyo 
on the talks and established a tap on 
further correspondence. The files were 
smuggled out on micrCftlm. With the 
codes, a first-rate translator of Japan- 
ese, microfilm technicians and couriers, 
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to speed the sinister news to Moscow. 

Later, with the pylons for this net- 
work well established, he was also able 
to tell Moscow of the secret Japanese 
decision not to attack the Soviet Union 
in tjhe ev ent of a Pacific war. That was 
information worth many di visions. 


Even Used Fascists 

OF THE people he 
IT J witii were trusted Cssisu siata 
but not all. His task was concrete action 
and he used whatever tools he found. 

In the case of the Italian submarine, 
the key to success was a high-ranking 
Fascist who loved money even more 
than he loved Mussoimi. 

Krivitsky’s duty and his interests 
brought him intimate knowledge of the 
underside of high politics in Russia and 
Western Europe, and he had learned 
to take it as it came. In his mind’s eye, 
he was still an idealist, driven purely 
by the passion for a better, kinder 
world. But his mind’s hands had grown 
homy in dealing with harsh facts and 
his mind’s stomach had been inured 
against re vulsion. - - __ 

He Wis the complete professional, 
fully equipped^tcTset off without cavil 
the^TThrty- means against till? ^distant 
shining ends Or so he and his superiors 

cii nnri td HI 

But it wasn't always easy. Each trip 
back to Moscow chewed further at the 
galvanized protection against doubt. 
The terror there, as the juggernaut of 
the purges rolled on. was undeniable. 
The Revolution had been god. Now, in 
the mid-thirties, Stalin had come to pro 
claim himself the Revolution. 

Penetrating minds like Krivitsky’s 
trembled, and shrank to find solace in 

— man) j4ic+snt Knri, 
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ions. He watched the Old Bolsheviks 
being cut down with cringing confes- 
sions of imaginary treason. It was much 
harder for him when the plague turned 
on the Red Army, his home in the 
Revolution. 


A Personal Jolt 

A FTERWARD, exposing Soviet eollu 
Sion with Nazis on the forgeries 
that provided props for the Red Army 
purge of 1937, Krivitsky was able to 
write: M It is one thing to consign to the 
firing squad batches of politicians, such 
as Zinoviev or Kamenev. It is another 
to wipe out the helmsmen of a nation’s 

“Would Stalin dare to shoot a figure 
like Marshal Tukhachevsky or a leader 
like Gamamik, Vice Commissar of War 
(and Krivitsky’s admired chief in intel- 
ligence), at such a critical international 
moment? would he dare to leave the 
Soviet power defenseless before its 
enemies by decapitating the Red 
Army?* 

Stalin did. Krivitsky quivered but 
said nothing. When he went to Moscow 
in March, 1937, Krivitsky felt after a 
ti fucAth al t he delay in being 
to his post was getting ominous. Stoi- 


f tally, he messaged his wife in T 
; HSgut to prepare to return Ao Mam 
| with their child, though by then 
1 ^army officer could be sure of *urvi\ 
at home. 

When, after all, he was dispatch 
once more to Western Europe, he to 
his reassignment as bestowal by Sta 
“of the highest testimonial of loya 
, within his power." There was wot 
pride in that, despite the waves 
nauseous misgiving he had begun 
feel. 

For -another top Soviet agent, an 
and close comrade of Krivitsky*^ i 
pride was already drowned by o\ 
whelming disgust and disillusion, 
natz Reiss, who worked under i 
code name of Ludwig in Western 
rope and had connections yr ith Am 
ca, could swallow the ravishments 
his beliefs no longer. He wrote a let 
to Stalin, and he wrote to his favori 
in the network under him, declar 
his defection. 


Krivitsky knew that Reiss was 
vering. A few hours before an appo 
! ment with his friend, at which Ri 
presumably meant to reveal his d 
sion, a high Soviet police offi 
insisted on seeing Krivitsky in Pi 
The police, then called the OQPU, i 
gradually moved in on military tat 
gence so that all Soviet agents abr 
came under OGPU orders. 

Spiegelglass, the police official ! 
specially from Moscow, showed Kr 
sky the letter Reiss had just writ 
He had intercepted it before it e 
left Paris. The letter ended: M Ni 
cannot continue any longer, I am 
turning to freedom. Back to Lenin 
his teachings and his cause." T 
Krivitsky was cautiously but unmis 
ably asked to help trap his fri 
“the traitor* 


A Silent Caller 


XTE DELAYED and evaded, ma 
n ing to warn Reiss to escape, 
technique of warning that Krivi 
chose captured precisely the nightr 
fantasy of the atmosphere an 
“comrades* in that summer of 193' 


another agent in a restaurant at 
j Paris World Fair, There was ga 
rflimlTri'i pleasure, lighthea ^ 


gance around them. From time to 


after mid night. Spiegelglass^uhsi 
apparently to confer with other i 
stationed nearby. Each time, Kri 
sneaked to a pay telephone, 
Reiss and hung up as soon as 
was an answer. It would have 
be ^omf dar ing to say even yie J 
Reiss understood at last and f 
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dawn the next morning. He didn't last 
JoSg7T*Gt*sh. On 'Sept. 4/193", R^tss’s 
body, riddled with machine gun bullets, 
was found beside a lonely road in 
Switzerland. 

The Swiss police acted quickly and 
energetically. That assassination was 
solved: murder by the OGPU after . 
Reiss had been lured to a rendezvous j 
by a woman who had worked under 
him and had hinted that she was about 
to join him in defection, 

Krivitsky felt sure that he had badly 
blotted his copybook by refusing to 
help kill Reiss. After that, he too was 
under constant surveillance by Soviet 
agents in Paris. 

The Reiss murder carried his mental 
processes one step further. Even the 
intimate loyalty to a dear friend was 
not to be allowed him. He still planned i 
to return to Moscow, but he had come 
to understand, as he later wrote, that 
“the choice before me was between a 
sure bullet in the Lubianka (the OGPU 
headquarters and prison in Moscow) 
from Stalin’s formal assassins and a 
rain of bullets from a machine gun out* 
fide Russia from Stalin’s informal 
assassins " 

It was at the end of September, 
dogged at every step, that he made 
what he called “the momentous deci- 
sion of my life.” His wife asked him his 
chances fbr survival if they returned 
to Moscow He answered, he wrote 
later, that there was none. 

“But there is no reason you should 
be punished on account of me,” he ; 
added. “When you get back, they will f 
make you sign a paper repudiating me i 
and denouncing me as a traitor. As a 
re ward for this, you and our child will 
be spared. As for me. U\sTsure tftath 
over there. I will not go to certain 

Aided by French 

rpONYA KRIVITSKY decided to de- 

A feet with her husband The escape 
had to be carefully planned. Krivitsky 
planned it with the same detailed care 
he had always given to his work. Paul 
Wohl, a Central European who had 
known him before, helped him and 
secured the protection of the French 
police and the patronage of the French 
Socialist Premier, LeoTi Blum 

The Krivitskys surrendered their 
false documents to the French Min- 
ister of Interior, and in the appeal for 
asylum, Krivitsky wrote: *T know- that 
a price has been put on my head The 
assassins are after me, and they will 
not spare even my wife or child." 

(He knew that Gertrud Schildbach, ’ 
-who *ad lured JgnaU Reiss to his 
death, had been ordered to kill Reiss 
b y giving the family a box ehooo- 
iates "lTTIeB with ftrychnine. She wa*‘ 


fond of the Reiss child and apparently' 
rcTritiinnt herself to a i ft * fchi<r . 

the roadside ambuscade was arranged 
Instead The poisoned chocolates were 
found im her Lausanne hotel room 
after she had fled.) 

Krivitsky added in his appeal, "I 
have often risked my life for my cause, 
but I do not wish to die for noth- 
ing . . /* 

It was on Oct 6, 1937, that Krivitsky 
finally made his break Twice in the 
months that followed in France, he was 
approached by a handsome young 
Dutchman named Hans Bruesse, whom 
Krivitsky had recruited for the Soviet 
service. The first encounter convinced 
him that Bruesse, who had been an ex* 
tremely warm friend, had been de- 
tailed to lure him to the same fate as 
that of Reiss. 

Krivitsky was wary, he knew the 
tricks. The French police were vigilant. 
They guarded him night and day. But 
the detective inspector assigned to him 
was unable to catch Bruesse and three 
c c 1 1 e a gues when an actual attempt was 
made on Krivitsky, 

Krivitsky decided that he must go 
much farther from Moscow in search 
of a li/e at peace. Paul Wohl helped 
him get to the United States. He ar- 
rived early in 1936, preceded by a buzz 
of excitement among the small circle 
of Russian exiles and journalists who 
followed Soviet affairs closely and had 
read the few anti-Stalinist articles 
which Krivitsky published in European 
socialist newspapers after his defec* 
tion. 

They knew that he carried treasures 
of information in his head, even about 
Soviet secret activities in America, 
though he had never worked here. No- 
body else in the United States had ever 
heard of Krivitsky, nor paid him any 
attention now. 


Stalin His Scapegoat 

H napings and executions carried 
out by Soviet agents far beyond the 
borders of the Soviet Union. He also 
knew the Soviet mentality— perhaps 
the only one he knew. It allowed, in 
Stalin's time at least, for no wavering. 
There could be no such thing as resig- 
nation from a task assigned because 
it caused a crisis of conscience. He 
who did not obey perfectly, accept 
everything, was a traitor. 

In his own heart, Krivitsky found an 
answer for himself. He still loved the 
revolutionary ideals that had become 
the meaning of his life, but he hated 
Stalin. It was Stalin, he reasoned, who 
had betrayed the revolution, not those 
wham Stalin called traitors. 

tteMtrfvitsky knew th at bB vi ew 
had the force of a flea against an 



F elephant In the power drcumstanc 
y— « { JT- By Moscow’s dK Aifo 
rhe was a traitor and marked for pv 
t j* h jTi$st There was method In M' 
| cow’s attitude. Men like Krivits 
v knew too much. And if they got awi 
their example might encourage otbe 
£uu_ttfren he came to t l^e Unit 
States. Krivltxkv knew he could nev 
really share the comfortable safe 
t hat .was \ taken for granted !#V t! 
crowds he mingled with on the sire 
It distressed and at the same time pi 
foundly impressed him. 

Qtv^ when he recognized a Sovi 
* agent in New York and called t 
police in fear, he was told that nol 
-ing could be done because it 
i impossible to arrest a person in tl 
[United States before a crime 
I - attempted. 


■‘Imagine,* be told his friend £ 
ganne Ljfollette. M What a wonder! 
country. People are free unless th 
actually commit crimes." By that tin 
In Russia, it was getting to Sctni th 
j only criminals could go free. Thin 
were different in the United Stat< 
' much more than Krivitsky at fii 
realized. In this country, too, it was 
itrange time. 


A Time of Schism / 


r E TERRIBLE strains of the c 
pression were over, but in ma 
ways this was still a divided and 1 
wtldered country when Wilier Kriv 
sky arrived in early 1936. Presidi 
Roosevelt was trying, gradually a 
cautiously, to bring the country to 
mood of support for the Europe 
democracies against the wild blath 
lugs of Hitler. 


British Prime Minister Nevj 
Chamberlain was puttering off in 1 
small planes of the time for reconcl 
tion meetings with Hitler. 

Krivitsky knew the dirty little trui 
that made up so much of what s 
really going on. Sometimes it 
pressed him; sometimes it made h 
furiously impatient that Americi 
not only did not know, but so oft 
refused to listen. 


An Upstate Refuge 

F ' ROM' HIS POINT of view, Arne 
must have looked full of con 
n dietary quirks. He had a wife and an 
* son, no money, no profession but ri 
lutionlst and spy, which were not 
the "help wanted" lists. A numbei 
* people were kind to him; a cottage 1 
found for him in upstate New Y 
and ha apmf the summer there^ ca^ 
ing his breath. 
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Another refugee couple, Eitel and 
Marguerite Dobert, lived *Tl?3Tt7y. 
Bofeerrtad been a Nazi in his youth, 
had quit in disgust as Hitler came to 
power and was as obsessed as Krivit- 
sky with the politics of Europe. The 
families became close friends. Other 
friends, mainly Paul Wohl at the \ 
beginning, sought to help Krivitsky 
launch bis new life. 

His one asset was his knowledge. It 
seemed self-evident that he should 
seek to earn his living by writing, and 
it seemed a satisfying outlet for the j 
warnings he so badly wanted to give I 
a heedless world. 

But t in a strange country $pd a 

strange language, he needed agents 


( 
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and collaborators. Friends 
hi m I sa a c Don Levine, a Russian 
speaking writer fluent in the special 
skills of popular journalism, highly 
knowledgeable in Communist affairs, 
warm, voluble and above all judicious 
in marketing exciting articles. 

Krivitsky could make a series of 
hair-raising revelations. Don Levine 
automatically sought the widest, most 
rewarding market. The Saturday Eve- 
ning Post agreed to pay $5000 each for 
a series of up to eight articles on 


Levine's word alone of what could be 
expected. Jn the end, only five were 
produced. For a penniless political 
refugee, it was a fortune. 


f 

i 


And it proved to be a serious, finally 
overwhelming, problem. Don Levine 
knew his public and how to attract 
them. Hie first article, detailing under- 
handed Soviet machinations In Spain, 
set the sybject and then began: *T 
happen to be the sole survivor abroad 
of the group of Soviet officers and of- 
ficials who had a direct hand in or- ! 
gamzitig Soviet intervention in Spain, 
and am the only one who is now free 
to bare this dramatic chapter of cur- 
rent history . - . I was on the inside 
. * . 1 held in my hands the main 
keys to Stalin’s foreign policy . . 

It was effective, but it wasn’t Kri- 
vitsky’s tone of voice or cast of mind, 
He would have preferred sedate, ana- 
lytical articles on the Foreign Affairs 
Quarterly model or, even better, in the 
heavy, guttural tones oF the European 
socialist journals. But Levine knew 
that the Saturday Evening Post wasn't 
paying $5000 a piece to bore its readers. 


Between Two Desire* x 

L EVINE DRAMATIZED and Sharp- 
ened and personalized Krivitsky 
squabbled and complained bitterly. 
Levine wanted details, /tames, precise 
G i n tfraii B Krivitsky held b gck^ ducfr ed, 
bickered, tom between the satisfaction 
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of revealing Staling monstrous con- 
s pirarjes a nd lie* and the d4fcli£ iffll 
to protect old comrades, old Idea la, old 
devotions. 

He still loved Russia. Sometimes, he 
told a friend, he would go down to the 
New York docks just to stare for hours 
at the Russian ships in the harbor. The 
nostalgia was not only for a country; 
it was also for a faith. Not communism 
but Stalinism was what he wanted to 
condemn. 

Neither Stalin nor America con- 
ceived that there might be a differ- 
ence Both aides insisted that a man 
could only be totally for or totally 
against both. It angered Krivitsky 
that his disclosures were indeed made 
to serve those he had always con- 
sidered enemies of the revolution, but 
it was not possible to trace a subtle 
path. 

What he had to tell the American 
public was truly sensational. He told 
of large-scale Communist counterfeit- 
ing of American money to finance 
propaganda in this country. Commu- 
nist forgeries and ftkeriei to »et the 
Moscow show trials, Communist terror 
and murder and conspiracy. Most 
startling of all, be told In 1938 that 
Stalin had ordered Communist collu- 
sion with Nazis on several occasions 
and had been seeking an agreement 
with Hitler steadily since 1934. 

Only the most active, almost profes- 
sional anti Communists were able to 
believe that. It was a devastating 
charge, too distressing for the credu- 
lity even of those who had no sym- 
pathy at all for communism but were 
determined to awaken this country to 
the evil of Nazism. 

The existence of two, ostensibly op- 
posed, wicked leaders in the world 
FyyfflfU Loo much to swallow jtlc r 

were bad, Stalin, whom he ^ a tta cked, 
i uun be g ood. If Stalin bb<F how 

could people be aroused against 
Hitler? ' 

That was the reasoning of many 
honest people, or rather it was the emo- 
tional urge that suppressed clear rea 
*oning. It led not only to a tolerance 
of Communist sympathies in the gov- 
ernment and intellectual aociety, but 
to an irritated intolerance of those 
who denigrated communism, 

A Commie Target 

A LL THROUGH the thirties, the de- 
spair of the depression and the 
doubts it nurtured about the compe- 
tence of the democratic system In 
modern society had tightened the lines 
nnrb/)th Sides of the ideolo*ic*Wi*a^f' 
war in America There, was no climjite 


T f or objecti ve assessment of fae*i. ra 
each side j there was an Mtuftflabl 
aet of bad guys and all the others wer 
} accepted as more or leas good, regarc 
less of actual behavior. 

The dominant voices of Waahingto 
had. correctly identified the wlckednes 
of Nazism and did not want to blur th 
danger signal with undertones. Th 
effect tended to separate anti Naz 
and anti-Communisti and make esc 
more strident in their efforts to regi 
ter the more impressively. 

American Communists organized d 
llberately to promote this effect. The 
scornfully attacked even those wt 
made moderate criticisms of comm 
nism, Russia and Stalin. Krivitsky, wh 
knew names and dates and places wil 
exactitude, was a serious setback ai 
therefore a major target 

It was all the worse for them th 
his revelations were trumpeted aero 
the country by the Saturday Evenii 
] Post at its most sensational, rath 
• than in some dusty polemical pamphl 
which might save satisfied Krivitsk 
An answer was inescapable. 

At first, the Daily Worker and tl 
1 New Muses Insisted that Krivitsl 
limply did not exist. He was, th< 
1 argued, an invention of the extren 
j right devilishly concocted to spre 
lies about the left. But he did exist. I 
gave newspaper interviews, had I 
picture taken. 

Then the Communist papers a 
nounced that he had invented hlmse 
that he was really only Schmel 
GinsbeTg, M a well-known habitue 
Paris cafes" but never a Soviet age 
let alone an intelligence chief. T 
$25,000 from the Saturday Eveni 
Post was made to sound a proof 
venality The arguments did not eri 
Krivitsky from the scene, but they i 
succeed in giving him a highly distas 
I ful, suspect aura. 

In the public print, he lost rea) 
I as a man and became a windy cont 
versy. Somehow, be couldn't make 
I facts weigh, only the fury that i 
1 rounded them. It was an ironic con 
diction of the sharp-edged, hard-mi 
ed man he was. 

Friendships Sour 

O THER EXILES who might h 
shared his attitudes quarre 
with him, partly no doubt out of e 
for the money and attention he 
won in a country that ignored tl 
own particular abilities. He was 1 
to befriend convinced by his own 
cess that he knew best how to 
h tS Main and cynically mistrus 
'from terrible experience. 



f Eventually, Kxivitsky broke with both 
l Paul Waft] inri Isaac Don T *\ iim h\j 
j early collaborators. Hi§ Intense bril- 
liance was fascinating but it was not 
act in amiability; his agile mind could 
not absorb the public and private brief- 
ings without reaction, 

Krivitsky could find no way to cope 
with the transformation of his public 
personality produced by the American 

*tv*l*» n f Tsnljfinhl in.firrhttnn Ui* A ^ 
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fenders sounded as wild and woolly as 
his attackers. Congressmen were per- 
suaded to denounce him and Inquire 
why he had been allowed to enter the 
United States. With auch prodding, the 
immigration Service prepared to de- 
port him. 

Kxivitsky went to Louis Waldman, 
twice Socialist candidate for governor 
of New York and famed as a labor 
lawyer, a persistent, frisky terrier of 
a counselor. Whether or not an ex- 
plicit deal was made, the deportation 
order was dropped and Krivitsky 
agreed to testify before Rep. Martin 
Djes’ House Committee on Vn -Ameri- 
can Activities. 

He wasn't eager to do it, it only in- 
creased his problem of getting a sober 
bearing for his facts. But it answered 
his urgent need to assure a place for 
his family and himself In the United 
States. 


The testimony, read now, is startling 
in its empty insignificance. Krivitsky 
must have felt as Einstein would have 
if he had been solemnly asked to put 
on public record the sum of Z and 2. 
He knew so much of subtle ploys and 
plots, all the Congressmen kept asking 
him, during a day of testimony, was to 
confirm that the Kremlin ran the 
Comintern and Stalin ran the Kremlin. 

At the time, of course, many Ameri- 
cans refused to believe that the Com 
munist Party of the United States 
actually listened to Moscow's com- 
mands; that the Comintern was not 
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minded but quite independent politi- 
cal parties in various countries which 
happened to include the world’s only 
Communist state. Krivitsky aimply 
said that these things, as obvious and 
elementary to him as his own face in 
the mirror, were true, -and he volun- 
teered nothing 

There was something more he want- 
ed, however, than Just the right to stay 
in the country. He wanted protection 
Once in New York, he ran across a 
Sq^let_agent he had kno wn, name d 
Sergei Basoff, a husky "reef headed 


formatter from the CrinieTnwas 
in a cafeteria nn 42ri 

- •'>- -7 

of a remfezvous for OGPU men in the 
S t a tes, as it turned <fbl . * ■ - 


Basoff was with several o thers wh o 
fotterwed— ominously. Krivitsky was 
scared. He knew of Soviet kidnaping* 
in Puris, of the Reiss murder, of the 
American woman Julia Stuart Poyntz 
who vanished outaide her New York 
hotel one day and of the way a 
drugged man could be smuggled 
aboard a Soviet ship and disappear 
forever 

With cunning, Krivitsky maneuvered 
Basoff into following him to the New 
York Times building nearby. There be 
bad a friend who summoned half a 

..t j. _ _ »:«. v-j.j* 
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sky talked there with Basoff, who re- 
vealed that Antonina Krivitsky’s 
brothers, both engineers and Commu- 
iiists, had been executed along with 
the rest of her family In Leningrad be- 
cause they were related to defectors. 

When Basoff left, his unidentified 
companions kept guard at the entrance 
to the New York Times. It took a 
whole conspiratorial arrangement car- 
ried cut many hours Later to spirit 
Krivitsky away to a friend* apart- 
ment There he spent moat of the 
night, waiting until he could be aure 
that there was no one to observe him 
going to Riveraide Drive, where he 
lived under a false name. 

There were other encounter*. Some- 
times Krivitsky called the police; they 
could do nothing for him. It bad been 
better in France, where hi* sponsor 
Leon Blum had made aure he waa pro- 
tected. He knew he needed aome of- 
ficial backing. 


Dovetailed With Chamber* 


M 


EANWHJLE, hi* prediction of a 

*'4L (/ilv t nine viuumtiftij 

true, and a few days later, Europe was 
at war. Both his lawyer Louis Waldman 
and his collaborator Isaac Don Levine 
realized that Krivitsky could help the 
cause of the West and so help himself 
by establishing a claim for concern 
about his safety. They went about 
arranging contacts for him separately, 
Levine introduced Krivitsky to Whit- 
taker Chambers, a former Soviet agent 
in the United States who had quit and 
gone to work for Time magazine but 
had not spoken publicly of his under- 
ground existence. It was an exciting 
meeting. 

The two men sat in Levine"* apart- 


ment exchanging experiences, discover- 
ing as they went along that again and 
again one had the missing pieces to the 
other’s jigsaw puzzle. They found, com- 
paring dates and places and descrip- 
tions and plots, that they knew a 

1 KHanta tViAIIIlh 
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often by different names. 

~Long after midnight, Levfoa Wfllt^to 
bed "and "ieft them talking. When be 


’ w ote lb£ j.e xt morning, not eafly, tl 
| were still at It. Much that had seen 
mysterious looked clearer* 

That led to another meeting, la 
famous, and lighted a fuse that ev 
tually exploded into the McCar 
period. It fits later in the story. But 
first Krivitsky -Cham ben session ^ 
an important element in what de 
oped because Levine saw that the 
men, who bad worked for Mow 
quite independently of each otl 
confirmed key parts of each oth 
knowledge. 

A White House link 

W ALDMAN WENT ABOUT get 
Krivitsky to help the Un 
States quite differently. He had km 
Franklin D. Roosevelt well from 
President's days in New York S 

.*:*• «. - 1 i W 

ponucs, lie UAU UICIIUO ui* w*L »* 
House staff. He told Krivitsky 
would do everything possible to 
him immigration papers and Ameri 
protection, but on condition that 
vltsky agreed to do all he could for 
United States. 

A session was arranged at the S 
Department Ruth Shipley, « i 
willed woman whom Roosevelt 
once publicly called an ogre, hei 
the Passport Division and kept tl 
many albums of passport photogra 
submitted by people whose activ; 
or identities she thought questiona 
Krivitsky was told to go througl 
album and point out any pictures 
he recognized. There were i numbe 
people he had known as Soviet ag 
and he gave details of when and wl 
he'd met them. He didn’t even 
through one book that day. When 
session was over, Waldman went 

a % jl _ j. a _ aUaaU am. ^ K n 

vneiy io dulc iu tuuvh uu 
form an ce. 

"They told me he was candid 
correct," Waldman said much 1 
“The information jibed with what 
Department knew.” But the §ei 
hadn’t begun to plumb the croi 
depths of Krivitsky’s knowledge 
second meeting was arranged f 
week or two later. After that 
Waldman checked again and was 
that Krivitsky had done poorly, cl< 
withboldihg and disguising infc 
tion. 

41 I went back to the hotel and I 
Krivitsky why he'd changed, 
warned him that if he didn't coop 
fully, I'd have nothing more to do 
him. He was angry, 

“He said that there was no use 
ing the American Government 
thing in confidence because it wi 
sloppy about security and so h 

*U *4 *UAP1T 
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he’d said the first time had j fll h a 
MurtBw W ithin 48 hours. I asked 
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h ow he kn ew. He wouldn't tell, but 
whatever he’d learned had emaink“ 
convinced him," Waldman said. 

Drspite his desire not to hurt friends 
on the other side whom he still eon- 
aidered innocent and his contempt for 
American aecurity, Krivitsky was fully 
cooperative in at least one circumstance 
th at he thou ght vital. While they were 
wortirfg— together, he told q — 

Le vine anri Waldman of on e and pe r- 
haps two Soviet agents in keyjSStTflfhs 
in Britain. 

An appointment was made with Loy 
Henderson, an Assistant Secretary of 
State. Henderson passed Krivitsky on 
to the British Embassy. The Marquis 
of Lothian was Ambassador. 

As Don Levine had feared, the first 

— ~v> + T'Vi.c nlnoant Rrit- 
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ish diplomat was not impressed with the 
unpolished little Russian. Henderson 
intervened to suggest with great polite 
ness that Krivitsky might be worth 
listening to In the meantime, the em- 
bassy had made a routine check with i 
London and discovered to its surprise I 
that Krivitsky was right on enough | 
points to be taken seriously. 

There was, he said, a leak in the Cab- 
inet Defense Committee, the most se- 
cret group at the summit of Britain’s 
war effort Since the HitlerStalin deal 
was in effect, there was a danger that 
Moscow would promptly forward to 
Berlin the secrets flowing daily out of 
t ^ t-i « i-i it onnf nn it could have 

AW — f ’ - 

cost Britain the war in the terrible 
year when she was fighting Germany 
alone. 

The British asked Krivitsky to come 
to London. He was leery. He told Wald- 
m^n .he did n’t trust the Neville Cham- 
berlain government not to mala* m 

W ith Ktalrn if the time cariTe;' ami -then 


diaa Mounted Police provided the 
scjVeiUhg 1- that Krivitsky » tfa » r aaces- 
r aary for his safety, 

* The British sneaked him from 
Canada to England on a warship. As 
a result of his help in London, the 
British arrested a man named Charles 
King, a code clerk with access to the 
most crucial documents. The wartime 
trial and conviction were oniy an- 
nounced several years later. 

Kriyitsky also describe d anptJ^p r 
agent in itie British Foreign Office, a 

Hathintf s^riftman 0lv*n t ft tmAkina * 

pipe*" add ibmetimes wearing **-*zs^ 
The clues were insufficient. What da- 
tails Krivitsky had given seemed to 
fall into place years after the War, 
however, when Donald MmcLean de- 
fected to Moscow with his Foreign 
Office friend Guy Burgess and a atfll 
uncertain number of valuable British 
and American secrets. 

Krivitsky proved to be a product!?* 
defector In England, and he was ade- 
quately guarded there. He was asked 
to stay, but he had his heart set oo 
settling down in the United States, 
In America, though, there is no indi- 
cation that he ever did give much. 

One night spent walking the Long 
Island seashore and pouring out laAts 
to David Shub, father of his collabo- 
rator Boris, Krivitsky went on at 
length about the dangers to which ha 
was exposed. Shub tried to aootha 
him, saying, "But why should you still 
be afraid? Why should Stalin ba after 
you now? After all, you've already told 
everyt hin g and nothing further mu 
make a difference.” 

“Oh, no,” Krivitsky said. “I haven't 
told the most important/’ 


to throw him in as lagniappe. 

The political way his mind worked 

■ ■» « - i 1 . I « 1 T\w\tn/st inn in 

lea mm to — 

Britain before he ventured there It 
was arranged by Waldman with the 
late Herbert Morrison, then a promi- 
nent figure in the British Labor Party. 

a r' i * T\ _ ■ A .._ 

A unaamu unuui 

T HE UNITED STATES, not then it 
war, was uneasy about Krivitsky’s 
being sent on the mission directly from 
American soil. A second arrangement 

..bnrnKi' VriuitcVv U/Ol! 1 H 
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spend some time in Canada and obtain 
there a regular immigration visa for 
his later return to the United States. 

Boris Shub, a young Russian-speak- 
ing American, went along to use the 
time reworking the Saturday Evening 
Post articles into a book, “In Stalin’s 
Secret Service,” which was auhiishgd 
by^ TfeTp gf in 193S. The Royal Cana- 


Officially Unplumbed * 

j a PART FROM his reluctance to tell, 
-rw he was not officially asked, Tfc* 
Dies Committee only sought a kinder- 
garten description of the intematloml 
fcommunist hierarchy. The FBI didn't 
Dother with Krivitsky, it had “]y 
begun to be interested fn subversives 
and was still concentrating on awck? 
eteers and gunmen like A 1 Capon* and 
Dillmger. To the extent that It mad* 
even a passing effort at counter- 
intelligence, it was Nazi agents Out 
| the FBI was after. *■.. 

There was no CIA or anything c t 
the sort. Army and Navy Intelligence 
went after strictly military matter* of 
direct interest to etch service, nol -Co- 
operating and sometimes competing. 
The State Department accepted infor- 
mation brought to it, buL-Uad— Ob in- 
veSn^Alitt branch. 



It is h art to resist the sp ecnljt log 
that IRUAensitivity still turretmoEg 
I the Governments secret Krivltaky 
files is much less because of what they 
contain than because they eontafii so 
little that mattered. 

The whole approach to security and 
intelligence at that time was M #riml< 
live," in the word of former Secretary 
of State Dean Ache son. In view oJ 
the general state of affairs, the casual 
treatment given Krivitsky was not *<j 
surprising. 

The situation in the State Depart 
ment was not improved by personal 
feuds already developing Into political 
vendettas. Adolf Berle was then the 
I State Department officer in charge of 
| liaison with military intelligence. Be 
had been a child prodigy, and ja a 
teen-ager at Harvard Law School he 
had offended Felix Frankfurter, then 
a leading professor. 

The mutual distaste laste d and 
spread, even more virulently t ttlWn 
Ache sen, who was a devoted admirer 
of Frankfurter's. People took sldea in 
the State Department and the quarrel 
reached into the White House. 

Berie’s assignment carried with It a 
hostile sensitivity to Soviet behartor, 
a traditional attitude among old hands 
in State. Acheson’s assignment,: in- 
volved in supporting Britain against 
Germany and later, on President 
Roosevelt’s orders, in helping F.snis 
buy supplies in this country, tugged 
him the other way. 

Even during the Nazi-Soviet pact, a 
number of people In State believed that 
eventually Stalin would have to fight 
strength. The atmosphere was abrasive. 
Hitler and that it was therefore Im- 
portant to help the Russians build up 
There were sharp quarrels over daily 
decisions and a certain amount of in- 
i trlgue in the attempt to Influence them 

An 1 iofly example came in TirfTlinf 
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president Roosevelt’s atatemeiiJjukJJie 
Soviet Ulfion’i digestion of Latvia, 


^Lithuania and Estonia after the Hitler- 
£ta 5 in partititioii of Poland. Fast foot- 
work by Loy Henderson, James Dunn 
and then Under Secretary Sumner 
'Welles got an official denunciation out 
•of the White House before others in 


-State could water it down. But It was 


followed by an internal tug-of-war over 
r-whether the Baltic States’ assets in the 
^JJnlted States should be handed over 
the Russians as Moscow was de- 
jnanding. 

t .Nobody succeeded in establishing an 
^orderly system of policy priorities that 


sustained the Basic aim of opposing 
Bi Pe/ -a nd still left room to w h ri 
E seemed conflicting decisions on the^ 
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merits of immediate questions. It 
wiinl aa fc mucti that ftriv it a ky < w a s 
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^got In. 

The rituation he confronted was 

I demonstrated even more clearly when, 

In 1941, Imc Don Levine arranged a 
meeting between Whittaker Chambers 
and Adolf Berle. Chambers, reinforced 
by the details he had learned from 
Krivitsky, recited a story of spy rings 
within the United States Government 


and provided a series of names. One 
of them was Alger Hiis 
t There were other respected officials. 
Tt was an explosive charge with much 
substantiating circumstance. Berle took 
-ft to the White House. Nobody paid 

*ny attention. There was no inveatigr 
tie el The incident was for gotten until 
was brought out in the postwar cross 
ftre of charges and countercharges that 
led to the Hiss trial. 

In the McCarthy period that followed, 
xleliberate suppression was charged. 
But the atmosphere at the time of the i 
Chambers-Berk meeting makes it more 
likely that the Berle memorandum was 
timply brushed off as a part of the 
continuing game of push and pull in 
4he State Department, not to be taken 

•eriously, The Aeheaon aide automati 
«ally supposed that there would be 
, something fishy in anything that came 
from Berle, and vice versa. 

The Ollier Extreme 


r [E HAPHAZARD concern for ae* 
curity, the personal animosities, 
the emotional frenzy stirred for Russia 
once the U S S R- and the United States 
became allies in war — this Immoderate 
background was doubtless an important I 
factor in swinging the pendulum wildJy 
to the other extreme when World War 
II had ended and the cold war was at 
its height. Looking back, the McCarthy- 

iimm as* 1 ri oH frhbf ♦hofn mnif Hauo hdn n 
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conspiracies because so much careless- 
ness seemed incredible in the new post- 
war awareness of intelligence opera- 
tions* 

There had been espionage and Com* 
'munist penetration of the Government 
without doubt. Those germs of sub- 
Vtance were multiplied into a national 
'fever because they were so difficult 
"to trace in the general mush of the 
period that had harbored them. Ac- 
cording to their temperament, people 
* concluded either that the whole cul- 
*ture was tainted or that U had always 
been pure. 

Emotion gave credibility on a basis 
of very few facts in the McCarthy 
period, just as It had denied credibility 
on a basis of very many facts in the 
period of Stalin a purges, -KriviUky 
happened to speak at the wrong time 
r to be heard in earnest. He even died 
A t. the wr ong time to be liurtrt -4u 


af&v ffljJ y mi. he was b ack in the 

United States and out of IWiffl'TIe 
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, and exhausted the fraction of revela- 
t fk)ns he was prepared to make. 8U11 
B reading the papers and watching Euro- 
pean developments closely, be hoped 
, to put his penetrating mind and burden 
of experience to use as a foreign affairs 
analyst. Columns are not so easily come 
■ by. He began to cast about for a new 
start in life, ^ . . 

El tel and Marguerite 

tV- 1 -« TI _ J i . H J.l i • 1 1 

wuueri naa m episeiVes on 

a farm near Charlottesville. They had 



* the Dutc hman well to the days whe 
ftruesSfe WMl a favorite ar* f» M4d : y 
headquarters in The Hague. 

KriviUky was Just as sure, when t 
received the warning, that Bruesse 
! sudden and no doubt illegal appea 
ance in the United States was to fulfj 
the old mission. An OGFU agent wi 
had failed twice was bound to be 
serious trouble himself, redeems b 
only by final success 
Krivitsky began to talk about buyii 
a gun to protect himself, Waldmt 

:_i.J t. XT At. VTc 
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only a few hundred dollars to begin. 
It was a pioneering struggle, but they 

were making a life, and they were at 
peace. 

There were prospects, too. Dobert 
had become a lecturer at the nearby 
University of Virginia. KriviUky was 
attracted by the idea He began to 
talk about moving with his wife and 
child to join the DoberU, and work the 
farm in partnership. 


Two Open Attempt* 
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HERE H AS SOME urgency in com 
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had been in the United States, there 
had been what he considered open 
OGPU attempts to surround and then, 
no doubt, to kill him. On other occa- 
sions, he had grounds for suspicion. 

Once he had called Loy Henderson 
at the State Department to say that he 
was in danger, and was told to get in 
touch with the New York police. The 
police were, in effect, willing enough 
to hold a nervous foreigners hand if 
he dropped into a precinct station, but 
they were neither able nor willing to 
give regular protection 

Then In early 1941, K jdviuicv t r*, 
cel wad i > massage that set him shiver- 


ing with fright. He took it to his law- 
yer; lAjQ i r *VValdman, on Ja ft i 0. H ♦ as 
addressed to his friend Suzanne Lafol- 
lette, who had handed it on. The mes- 
sage read: 

i.iir:ii 1 _ — — — . t.hiii. hnn 

Will yuu pjc*bc iiuvi ui jwm nwn- 

orable friend K. that an ominous person 
is in New York: Hans , . Kts) devious 
practices hardly Justify this warning 1 
hesitate to send it It may be better to 
Jet the rats devour each other.'* 

The note was from Paul Wohl, bitter 
over his quarrel with KriviUky, which 
had been primarily about money, but 
still aware of his former friend's dan* 
ger. 

The reference to Hans meant Hans 
Bruesse, the Dutchman who had once 
worked for Krivitsky and twice before 
had tried to kill him. Wohl had aeen 
Bruesse boarding a bus on | Manhat* 
tan street . There was no ^questlop of 
identity r*he was sure. He bad known 


Li ning und er an assumed name, m 
than ever eager to hide tr^ 


• Krivitsky fumed and said he woi 
think it over. 

Without telling Waldman, he fov 
out that no permit was necessary 
Virginia, but he did say that he i 
going there to arrange to buy a fai 
Wildman insisted that the reluct 
j Russian testify before a New York 3 
I illative committee investigating c< 
munism in the schools, and Krivit 
wanted the appearance date postpoi 
until after the Virginia trip. His h< 
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The Friday before, he took the tr 
south. He stopped off in Washingtor 
see Loy Henderson, mentioning 
new fears and his decision to buy a \ 
for self-defense. Then he went on 
the farm near Charlottesville. 

The Doberts listened to his expte 
tions and answered his unend 
stream of questions, but they couli 
help feeling dubious. 

**l just couldn’t aee Walter a: 
chicken farmer," Marguerite said la 
“He was a total intellectual, just 
the type." 

Krivitsky was a man without 1 
bies, without interest in sports, 
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for the pleasure of it. It was the b; 
that did all his working and living, 
he went on endlessly about the it 
the chores, the cost. 

All that remained to settle the c 
he said, was for his wife Tonya to 1: 
a look and give her agreement Tc 
and their son Alek, then 6, had sti 
behind in New York that weekend 
Krivitsky went on about his p 
late into the night Tired from 
day’s work, the Doberta went to 
but after a short time, Krivit 
knocked on their door. He had a 
headache and couldn’t sleep, he sah 
Marguerite, a tall, warm womai 
great practical competence and st 
good cheer, handed him some as; 
and writing paper from behind 
door. She wished him goodnight 


hfy guest was restl?ssM he* 
morning he told them th^jt, hw . 


yi 
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cowld*XjI^ep after writing his letters 
and had gone for. a walk in thr -rrarrlLi 
He spoke appreciatively of the country 
Bide, especially the isolation. It's safe 
and peaceful here, he told the Doberts. 

"He was nervous,” Marguerite said 
later, ' but then be always was. After- 
ward, I couldn't help thinking that I 
should have noticed more carefully 
whether there was something wrong. 
But I didn't. 1 didn’t think of anything. 

He was the usual high-strung Walter.” 

Target Practice 

S ATURDAY MORNING, Krivitsky 

mm. A Uav/T,,o<-;U n^Ur* 
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Charlottesville. They went to a hard* 

I ware itore and bought a gun without 
any difficulty, Later, the clerk iden- 
tified the gun as the one found in the 
hotel room and he identified Mrs 
| Hubert and a photograph of Krivitsky 
* as the customers who had bought it. 
For some reason never brought out, 
he sold mushroom bullets as ammum 
tion instead of ordinary bullets, un- 
usual for *ale to a person explaining 
that he lived in a wilderness and 
needed something to protect himself 
When he spoke about the gun, accord 
ing to all those who heard him, Krivit 
sky talked only in terms of his urgent 
need for seif-protection after the warn 
ing he had received. 

The next day, Marguerite Dobert ; 
drove Krivitsky back to Washington j 
so he could catch a train He Men - 
tioned his appointment in New York! 
on Monday morning. She took a wrong 
turning on the way and for a time 
they wandered about country roads 
Later, she remembered that as evl 
dence that they had not been followed 
because she would have noticed an- 
other car on the back roads. 

Before she dropped him at the corner 
of Union Station, she asked Krivitsky 
it he wanted her to mall the letters he 
hi c^ mentio ned writing late Friday 
night. He said he would look after i fieip 

hi piself Sh e asked him if he had re- 
mejnbereThis “artillery/’ iff patted the 
canvas bag that was his only luggage 
and said it was in there. 

Krivitsky asked her whether Union 
Station, like railroad stations in most 
big European cities, had facilities for 
travelers to bathe. There was no run 
ning water on the farm and he wanted 
to clean un while he u.'*s waiting for 
the next New York train She didn't 
know the answer, 

But she did know, looking back, that 
it was an altogether normal conversa- 
tion with every' sign that Krivitsky 
wia intent only on boarding the train, 
no sign that he had jther plans 
ft gi 1 tar '*iever left Washington. He 
went to the Bellevue H Ctei, * k ~ Ti ve- 



ml gute walk from the station . No to e 
knows wn&her he went there^ chfetuy 
or entered the station Aral and then 
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whether he saw someone in or around 
the station who frightened him. 

The Bellevue had no record of hia 
making any telephone calls from his 
room. IU residents and staff paid no 
special attention to the man who reg- 
istered as W alter Poref until the maid 
called the housekeeper to his room 
the next morning. 

No photographs were taken in the 
h 0 tel room to establish the trajectory 
of the bullet; no effort was taken to 
recover the bullet from the wall; no 
fingerprints were sought. All this was 
common practice when there was any 
suspicion of crime. But the immediate 
police assumption was that ihey were 
dealing with a clear-cut case of suicide, 
and the coroner took their word for it 
that afternoon 

A Question of Style 

T HAT EVENING, however, Louis 
Waidman, Tonya Krivitsky and 
other people spoke out to challenge 
the verdict. Waldman hurried to Wash- 
ington It was too late to seek evidence 
at the scene of Krivitsky 1 * death; every- 
thing had been tidied. 

There was no doubt that Krivitsky 
had died with his brains blown out, 
but no absolute proof that the gun 
found in hit room was the weapon 
used nor that he and no one else had 
pulled the trigger. All that wat left 
was the body, the three notes and the 
long Krivitsky story with its heavily 
Charged undertones. 
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the police, but to people who knew 
Krivitsky, they looked itrange in many 
details. It was his handwriting, all 
right, and it was on the same kind of 
paper that the Doberts had given him 
at their Virginia farm But the style 
was not quite typical of Krivitsky, 
Each note carried a sentence beneath 
the signature. He had never been a 
man to write postscripts, a man to 
have afterthoughts All who knew him 
agreed that he always was clear in his 
mind on what he wanted to say and 
flopped when he had said it 
Each PS mentioned third persons. 
The note to Waldman had an added 
item referring to the Doberia, though 
not by name. The note to Suianne 
LaJollette mentioned her brother and 
sister-in-law, though they scarcely knew 
Krivitsky. He was a man thoroughly 
trained to recognize the implications 
of involvement in scandal. It was odd 
that he should drag the names of tr- 
Itlaiaat -people into h j i i gfT & n nal 
tragedy. 


t Even more inexplicable t o hia lr 
ifll ffr ' w ft the vague, allusive torfe 
the notei. They said nothing apeci 
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or why. The nearest they came to t 
self-justification that is the one cc 
slant to expect in suicide notes was 
general reference to the inescapat 
obligation to "go.” Only the note to l 
wife Tonya went that far. It said: 
“This is very difficult and I want 
live very badly, but it is impossible, 
love you, my only one. It Is diffici 
for me to write, but think about r 
and "then you will understand that 
must go. Don't tell Alex yet where 1 
father is gone. I believe that in tii 
you will tell him because It is "best f 
him. Forgive, it is very hard to wril 
Take care of him and be a good moth 

mm. A h» mm. A «*,r 
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get angry at him. 

“He is very good, and always ve 
pale. Good people will help you, b 
not enemies. I think my friends are bi 
I see you, Tonya and Alex. I embra 
you. Vela. 

"PJ5. On the farm of Dobertov 
wrote thia yesterday, but I did n 
have any strength in New York. I d 
not have any business In Washingto 
I went to see Dobertov because that 
the only place I could get the firearm 
It had been written in Russian. Mi 
Krivitsky challenged the police trax 
lation as soon as she saw the not 
Instead of rendering the first senteni 

I 
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“impossible” to live* she said, a ccrre 
translation would be: 

"It is very difficult but I want vei 
badly to live, but to live is no longi 
allowed me.” 


Inference of Coercion 

T HE LOGIC of the situation and t 
man seemed to dictate that leg] 
mate suicide notes would have re 
quite differently f with inmp msnfi. 

of the OGPU’s hounding him, hie dis 
lu&ionment with Moscow, his problei 
in creating a new life in the Unit 
States. If Krivitsky did choose to k 
himself, these were doubtless the re 
soria, and he was not given to crypt 
or fuzzy expressions. 

Of course, a man's state of mind 
contemplating suicide is likely enouj 
to be illogical No certain deductlo 
could be made from the notes. B 
their very oddness served to convin 
his wife and other intimates that 1 
had been cunning to the end. 

The notes read, they felt, as 
XrMwky *vad been forced ^ to .wri 
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fo rms tfrat would reveal mortal black- 
mail to the addressees but nokJfr * 
blackmailer, however astute he might 
be, 

"I believe,** the widow told the press, 
“the letter (to her) wai written under 
coercion The OGPU had threatened 
that they would kidnap or harm me 
and our child unless tie did what they 
directed — kill himself. He made this 
bargain because of his great love for 
us. But he was murdered in this fashion 
Just as surely as though they had pulled 
the trigger of the gun." 

Waldman argued passionately for an 
fFBI investigation, It was refused On 
the ground that a possible murder in 
the District of Columbia was not a 
Federal but a local crime and that 
jurisdiction -rested entirely with the 
Metropolitan Police. The lawyer pointed 
out that Krivitsky had been and was 
likely to have continued to be a witness 
before congressional committees and 
grand juries, and that could have been 
m proper basis for an FBI investigation.! 

After 24 hours of hullabaloo in the 
press and a Congressman s speech de 
ploring inefficient, negligent police 
work on the case, the Washington 
police reluctantly reopened it. They in- 
terviewed the maid, the housekeeper, 
the bellboy and the hotel manager \ 
though not, apparently, the guests in 
the rooms adjacent to Krivitsky. 

They checked the empty shell found 
on the floor and confirmed that it was 
fired from Krfvitsfcy's *38. It was lou 
late to look for fingerprints on the gun. 

It had been covered with blood when 
the police first arrived and had been : 
cleaned in the meantime. 

Invented a Telegram 

R eporters tracked down 

Mrs. Dobert on her farm. She had 
first learned of Krivitsky’s death from 
the Tuesday morning papers at her 
friends house in Washington, where 
she had spent the night after leaving 
Krivitsky at the station. At first she 
refused to believe it, still sure that he 
had returned to New York the previous 
Sunday. But there was his picture and 
photostats of the notes in his hand- 
writing. 

Distraught and bewildered, ahe in* 
vented for her hostess a telegram from 
her husband asking her to come home 
quickly. She drove off without a word 
about the affair. But when it came out 
that she had brought Krivitsky to 
Washington and was one of the lest 
to see him, her evidence was sought. 

Detective Chief Bernard W. Thomp- 
aon reported to the press that "now, as 
h^nrf wf jtrp convinced that Krivitsky 
killed himself.” The Was'ftlrfgUlfl'Past 


re porter ad ded in his accou nt. 
son stFeSSW the words 'as before/ em- 
phasizing that almost from the moment 
he was found . . . Investigators have 
deemed the death a suicide." The police 
were smarting under the charge of in 
excusably sloppy work when the body 
was found. 

The only thing Mrs Dobert was able 
to say to repeated questions about 
Krivitsky s state of mind when she 
left him, and about clues to his inten- 
tions from his behavior over the week- 
end, was: "He did tell me, ‘If anything 
Should happen to me, look after Alex 
and Tonya.’ That was on the drive back 
to Washington on Sunday. I said, ‘Don’t 
be silly, Walter Nothing will happen 
to you. 1 He didn't argue with that. He 
was calm and cheerful, still full ot 
plans about the farm." 

Ideological Debate 

T HE REAFFIRMED coroner’s verdict 
did not end the excited public 
p ressed again, the .FBI said 
That it “did not and is not going to in- 
ve stigate th e case. 1 ' The spokesman 
tovas S J Tracy in the offic e of J. Edgar 
iHoover, who did not personally iflake 
a public comment or agree to receive 
Waldman. 

Newspapers with strong anti-Com- 
munist editorial policies kept up the 
clamor for a few days, reviewing some 
of Krivitsky’s life and other cases of 
OGPU assassinations beyond Soviet 
borders. Newspapers with strong leftist 
editorial policies answered derisively, 
Ben Hecht wrote in PM: "Swinging 
Roman candles over its head, blowing 
smoke out of its ears, complete with 
electric-lighted nose, fright wig and fire 
gong hitched to its fanny, the Press is 
galumphing up and down the highways 
looking for the scoundrel who mur- 
dered that darling man, Gen. Walter 
Krivitsky * . . The point and purpose 
of the Rumpelstiltskin manhunt is to 
blow* up the deviltries of Stalinism and 
allow Moscow, rather than Berlin, to 
frighten the pants off everybody * . * 
“The Red Menace being pumped out 
of the comatose Krivitsky is on your 
corner newsstand And the presses 
printing it are not being supervised by 
OGPU and Gestapo chieftains, knout 
in hand. It is, nevertheless, as giddy 
an example of the cynical contempt for 
readers' intelligence as ever came over 
the short waves from Europe > * 

Ralph Ingersoll, also in PM, poured 
acorn on the fuss and asked with 
righteous indignation why Krivitsky** 
death deserved more attention than 
t he seven lines reporting the suici de 
or a Brooklyn clothing worker on 


: the «a me day. "Where ti our eon 
i sc ience . ■ .T" he demanfori , "Wfrat 
treacfcerbth OGPU lives In U» that we 
must accept and take Into our heart! 
any dirty rat * . *?" • J 

A Belated Interest 

r [EN THE EXCHANGES ot vitu 
peration ahifted to other topics 
other news. Nobody reported aeeinj 
Hans Bruesse again. Twenty-five year 
later, intelligence services in tb 
United States and Western Europ 
would, in the words of one officia 
“give an eyetooth to find him.” The; 
no longer doubt his existence. 

1 After the war, the FBI did develoi 
n interest In the Krivitsky case an 
its implications. It began collecting 
file which is still secret. Suicide is n 
longer a firmly held official judgmen 
But neither has any new evidenc 
emerged to prove that Krivitsky wa 
murdered, by another or by his ow 
hand under threat of dire harm to h 
J wife and the ton he adored. 

The boy has grown up now and 
an engineer living a normal life und 
another name. The widow, who al 
uses another name, still lives in Nc 
York, ill after all the years of despera 
struggle to earn a living and prote 
her son They are no longer afraid, b 
they have had nothing more to do wi 
politics since that February day in lfc 
The proof of exactly what happen 
must lie in Soviet police archives, me 
(secret even than the guarded FBI a 
CrA flies on the case, for whether t 
OGPU engineered Krivitsky’s death 
simply sat by and won its goal withe 
exertion, reports had to be made. 

But even as a riddle, Krivitsk 
story illuminated a period and 
sanguine aftermath. The frenzy of t 
postwar Communist bunts had 
roots in the prewar propaganda batt 
and the lackadaisical unconcern : 
j security in those days. 

Nobody responsible then bothei 
! much with the kind of problem Kri 1 
sky evoked. Then, as now, tni 
.shouted at each other to advance th 
Few looked to tbs 

. hand. 











AwocUUd Mm Photo 


Whittaker Chamber $ and Kri - 
vittky fitted pieces in each 
- other puzzles. - - 


HirrU ft tvtno photo 

Adolf Berlf , whose warnings 
about Russian spies were ij- 
nored, leaves the White House 
in 1938 when he was an Assist- 
ecretary of State. 
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Wsihltittoa Post Photo 


Attorney Louis Waldman , center, rujfrcrf to the morgue to vi ew Walte r 
Krtthsky^s body and claim he teas murdered . _—*««« 




' A police file photo of Walter 
Krivittky with his real name 
Asxibblr d on the side , ■ > 
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